Patience a virtue during necessary campus road construction
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Summertime is here for Michiganders and summer months mean one thing. Construction. 

The infamous orange cones come out, igniting honks, yells and rude hand 

gestures. And sometimes, that’s only from people in a good mood.


It’s an occurrence all state citizens should be used to; every summer is 

the same. But when you find yourself driving the wrong way down a one-way 

street, almost hitting a pedestrian or in a completely different state than 

what you had intended, it’s hard to keep your cool. The orange cone is a 

statewide symbol of stress, and when they began popping up around MSU last 

May, they were certainly met with reaction.


It doesn’t help that the work never seems to be finished. Driving around 

Chicago last week, my family and I faced construction in Michigan, Indiana and 

Illinois. On the way home, the roads went from bumpy to undrivable, looking like 

a scene out of “War of the Worlds”. 

It’s common to wonder, “Is there some secret construction worker club in which they agree to plague my soul?” And why is it that construction is seemingly untouched by workers all summer, yet finished quickly and cleanly just two days before fall starts?


But instead of complaining, consider some facts: all work being done is 

for maintenance or safety nature. According to Lynette Forman, Manager of 

Parking Operations at MSU, “Wilson and Bogue used to be a traffic circle, but it was a 

high accident area, so it got changed into an intersection.”

Some work is also unavoidable. “Around North Campus,” says Forman, “there were more employees than parking spaces. We started work on a ramp in the spring of 2005, and it will be finished next winter.”

 
Also, if all goes according to plan, most construction will be finished around Aug. 18, a week before students return. Forman added, “For the most part, people are 

understanding. As a college campus, you have to do work, but you do it in the 

summer so as not to interrupt classes.”


And letting people know when are where construction is happening is important according to Stephen F. Troost, Campus Planner.  Troost said, “The ways we deal with 

frustrations is by communicating. There’s a website that lists detours and 

construction. They really try to get the information out there, but sometimes 

it’s up to the people. You never catch everyone, but you try to get the 

information out there.”  The website for campus construction is www.construction.msu.edu and gives updated alerts and detours.


So not only is construction ultimately good for those in and around campus, but very little is funded by the students themselves. Troost said funding for most road construction projects comes from various sources including bonded debt, university endowment, construction funds and general state funds. 


Chelsea Homer, a 20-year-old student was quick to comment on the cone 

phenomenon by saying, “It’s kind of annoying having to drive around and around 

forever until you get where you want to go.”  For Homer, finding parking has been 

the most difficult part of the campus road construction which she says has added 10 minutes onto her daily activities.  With a sigh, Homer said,  “I hope it will be done by the time school starts. It will be harder to get around with a million people here.”


Pat Gilbert, Director of Marketing for the Capitol Area Transportation Association (CATA) told me that no extra time had been added to the bus routes 

due to MSU road construction. That seems difficult to believe but people over at CATA don’t seem too phased by the construction. 

“The volume of construction work system wide has been significant; 

however, considering the nature of the work and the long-term benefits, it comes 

with the territory,” Gilbert said.  

And when it comes to customer convenience, Gilbert said, “Sure, 

there is no question that customers have been inconvenienced and some have 

contacted us directly. Detours are such that it is impossible to meet every 

customer’s needs.”


After hearing a different perspective, it becomes easier to sympathize 

with the plights of those involved in construction. Road construction, it seems, can also be a hassle for the construction workers. According to Forman, if workers park outside 

of a certain fenced-in area, they will be ticketed just like normal drivers. 

Troost adds that workers are usually working from very early in the morning to 

late at night and occasionally on weekends. 


With the increase of heat and stress, it’s easy to point fingers. It 

becomes a game of passing guilt around.  Anything to save our own skins. But instead of blaming and complaining, we should all just play nice and let bus drivers and road workers do their jobs.

