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Teenagers around the world have discovered the “blog” craze, but not all teens know how to use it safely.  Online predators are in their prime, and teens should know before they set up their MySpace or Live Journal sites.


Blogs are online journals that are open for anyone to see unless the writer makes it strictly for people they choose.  They can write anything from the illegal party they went to on Friday to how their day went.


“It has pushed a new avenue for people to commit crimes.  It takes responsibility to have an appropriate account,” said Detective Sergeant Jay Poupard of the Michigan State Police Computer Crimes Unit at a press conference for MIPA students on Monday night.


In order to have a safe blog it is recommended not to include your last name, where you live, your birthday, or any information you would mind college administrators reading. The most important thing is not to talk to people you have not physically met.


“Ninety-nine percent of online crime happens when someone talks to a person they do not physically know,” Poupard said.   


Some colleges have even begun to look at potential students’ blogs and MySpaces to see if they are a good fit.


“Once you make it public, it is no longer private,” Dexter High School Principal Jim Banaan said.


Students who use a free site should take extra precautions. 

 “The blogs that are free to use are the most unreliable.  The threat [of online predators] will increase with the incredibility [of the site],” Poupard said. 


Poupard believes that parents need to be educated on how to monitor and understand the technology that their children use. 

 “We can’t educate our parents enough,” Poupard said. 

It is important for teens to understand how to use their blogs safely and for those who do, how to keep it safe.


“I think in five minutes it’s [the Internet] is going to change.  It is never going to stay the same,” Poupard said.
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