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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE- MSU TRACK STAR SHARES HER VIEW ON DIVERSITY AT MSU


Not only has Taren James been an important member of the Michigan State University track and field team, she has also been a key member in the Multicultural Programming Advisory Committee.  At the press conference for MIPA students on Tuesday night she shared her view on affirmative action and diversity at MSU.


“I really enjoy it [Multicultural Committee].  It gives minority student athletes a good wrap,” James said.

James is undecided about affirmative action.  She does agree that students who come from poorer schools should be given a fair chance to go to college, but she doesn’t believe that good students should get turned away from a college based on their skin color.  

“I don’t wear a pro-affirmative action shirt, but I also don’t wear an anti-affirmative action shirt,” James said.

James felt that the diversity in MSU sports is fairly good, but the diversity of the campus in general is poor.  

“It’s nothing like my high school where we had 10% of every nationality,” she said.

James is originally from Long Beach, California and attended Long Beach Poly High School where her team was ranked number one her sophomore and junior year.


James competes in the long jump and the triple jump.  She originally wanted to play softball in college, but her dad talked her into doing track.  

 “I hated track, but my dad made me do it.  Now I love it,” she said.

James almost made it to nationals this year but was one spot short of getting in.  They only took the top five jumpers, and she came in sixth.

“It still really hurts, but I’m going to take it one step at a time.  I feel that going to nationals is in my future, and my next goal is to go to the 2008 Olympics,” she said.

James is getting her masters at MSU in journalism and plans to go to graduate school next fall.  She sacrifices a lot of her time to be on the track and field team at MSU, but thinks it is worth it.

“I do believe that everything happens for a reason.  Sometimes you just might have to wait a while before you find out what the reason was,” James said. 
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