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Emily Serkaian claims she has a normal life, but when her biological father died when she was four, her childhood was all but typical.


Serkaian doesn’t remember much of her father---she was too young. But, she does think that if her dad had lived, her life and interests would have been completely different.  


“I remember him being sick.  I think if he had lived, things would be different.  I would probably have different interests and be a different person.  It’s kind of weird to think about,” Serkaian said.  


What Serkaian does remember is her mom and step-dad dating and their wedding.  


“I remember when my parents were dating and when I was in their wedding.  He is my real dad, I call him my dad and he is the one who has raised me and been my father figure,” she said. 


When children have parents who die, they often do not show emotion or seem to comprehend what has happened.  There are no physical signs of grief. They don’t comprehend death, rather they feel like the person has just left temporarily.  

Because Serkaian was so young she doesn’t seem to be that affected.  Some of the things in her life don’t seem to fit, but that’s the only reminder of what happened. 


Earlier in Serkaian’s life she was on a quest to find out more about her dad.  She does feel like part of her is missing because she knows a limited amount of information about her biological dad.


“My mom has always been really good about answering any questions that I have about him, but she can’t always answer them all because she only knew him in college.  My grandparents took his death really hard, and we don’t have a great relationship with them.  They don’t really like to answer questions, it’s just too hard,” Serkaian said.


Serkaian’s mom has been able to tell her about what her dad was like in college and after, but she can’t tell her about when he was younger.


Her grandparents and his family were able to give her information on what he did during high school, like the fact that he played tennis, and were also able to give her a lot of pictures.


What she didn’t find out was more about who he was and what he was like, the personal stories about him and his brothers goofing around.  

“My grandparents were able to tell me their version of what he was like, but I wanted to know what he was like around his friends and who he really was,” she said.


Serkaian does enjoy having three sets of relatives.  She doesn’t have the closest relationship with her biological dad’s family because it is hard for them to see her because of the memories, but they still get along.


“I still want to know who he is because he is part of me, but I feel like he is watching over me, making sure I’m okay,” Serkaian said. 
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