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January 2011

Dear Friends of Journalism:

This is the 13th issue of Michigan Interscholastic Press Association’s A Cut Above, which contains the best of high 
school journalism in Michigan. The purpose of this booklet is twofold: 1) to showcase the first-place winners in 
the MIPA Individual Category Newspaper Contest and 2) to act as a guide for students and advisers preparing 

contest entries for the 2010-2011 competitions.
In the following pages you will find stories and art by first-place winners among the five divisions 1, 2, 3, 4 and 

Middle School for newspaper. We have included category descriptions and judging criteria for each category. 
This is how we determine divisions: We look at the number of students from each school that enters the contest. 

We use the numbers from the The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). We put schools in order from the 
largest down to the smallest. Division 1 contains the largest schools, and Division 4 contains the smallest. We try hard 
to put nearly the same number of schools in each division.

We are proud of all the winners and wish we could have published all of them, but size and space dictated how 
many, and in some cases, which ones, were printed. Since all the winning entries were retyped to fit the format, we 
apologize if any errors were made in the stories. Please remember these are just a sampling of the stories.

If you would like to help judge the 2009-2010 entries for the Individual Category Newspaper or Yearbook contests, 
please call the MIPA office at (517) 353-6761 or e-mail mipa@msu.edu. Judging will take place on March 5, 2011, at 
the MSU School of Journalism. We need you!

 I’d like to thank Julie Price, the current newspaper chairperson, and Lynn Strause, the current yearbook chairper-
son, as well as Diane Herder, current video chair, who all did a fantastic job of pulling off last year’s judging. This is a 
huge project, and we all owe them a round of applause!

I’d also like to thank Jayna Salk and Christina Miteff for laying out the pages, taking photographs, scanning images 
and adding the documents. These two MIPA employees work hard for all of us!

Finally, I’d like to thank all the wonderful advisers, the MIPA executive board, State News staff members, profes-
sional journalists and School of Journalism faculty for giving up a chunk of your Saturday to come to MSU to help 
judge. Without you, of course, there would be no winners!

For complete information about all of the contests, please check out the MIPA Web site at www.mipamsu.org. 

Sincerely,
Cheryl M. Pell
MIPA director
305 Communication Arts Building
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI  48824

PHONE: (517) 353-6761
FAX: (517) 355-7710
E-MAIL: pell@msu.edu
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News Story

During investigation, district told coach 
taped players in locker room
Eric Huebner 
Grosse Pointe South High School

On multiple occasions last season, former Boys 
Hockey Coach Bob Bopp videotaped players dressing 
and undressing in the City Arena locker room, said Mark 
McInerney, general legal counsel for the school district. 

Two tapes containing footage of South hockey players 
undressing were discovered in June when police raided 
Bopp’s home in Taylor, McInerney said. 

During the raid, police confiscated multiple porno-
graphic tapes and sexual materials, McInerney said. Due 
to the large quantity of materials confiscated, it took 
police and federal agents between four and five months 
to inventory all of it. It was during this time that the 
tapes were discovered. 

“We were shocked and saddened when we learned 
that former Coach Bopp videotaped students in the 
locker room at City Ice Arena,” said school board 
President Alice Kosinski. “His actions were reprehensible 
and criminal and the district fully supports the federal 
authorities’ aggressive prosecution of him.”

Bopp led the Blue Devils to a State Championship in 
2007 and recently ended his tenure as the president of 
the Michigan High School Hockey Coaches Association. 
He coached the Blue Devils from 1992 until 2009. He 
was fired after he was arrest in June.

“Nobody really saw any of this coming, although 
after the charges were filed, I’m not surprised to hear that 
he videotaped members of our team as well,” said Nick 
Monforton ’10.

At the request of the US Attorney’s office, the district 
did not contact any families until after the FBI had 
completed its investigation. The district began contacting 
team members in November, Kosinski said.

Once the investigation was completed, letters were 
sent from the district to the players and their families 
explaining what had happened, Superintendent Dr. 

Suzanne Klein said. 
“As an educator (and parent), I was stunned as well as 

saddened by the information we have received from law 
enforcement agencies over the last six months about the 
criminal behavior of Mr. Bopp,” said Dr. Klein. 

Also, a statement was posted on the district’s website 
for parents and students to gain more information, Dr. 
Klein said. 

“Families have been invited to contact us at any time, 
and we have encouraged them to contact South’s social 
worker, Mr. Doug Roby, if they feel the need,” said 
Kosinski. “At the present time, none have done so to my 
knowledge.”

Although Monforton was disturbed by the news, he 
hasn’t felt the need to contact Roby.

“He never made any sort of advance on me or taped 
me to the best of my knowledge,” said Monforton. “So 
while it’s troubling, I don’t think it’s really going to affect 
me personally in the future.”

According to the district’s statement, the FBI has 
currently not located any tapes that weren’t filmed last 
season. 

“The district deeply regrets that its students were 
subjected to this violation of their rights,” reads the 
statement. “We take only slight comfort in the fact that 
the FBI has not located any other locker room videotapes 
in Mr. Bopp’s possession, and that it therefore that the 
students videotaped in 2008-2009 may have been the 
only students who were videotaped.” 

Also, the district has taken steps in its athletic pro-
grams to minimize even further the chances of anything 
like this ever happening again, according the district’s 
statement. 

Bopp pled guilty on three counts of child pornogra-
phy on November 19, McInerney said. Bopp faces any-
where from 15 years to life in prison for his actions. He 
is expected to be sentenced February for these charges, 
although more may now be filed.

News Story
News stories report but 
not interpret events that 
have news value and time-
liness to the publication’s 
readers. Either advance or 
follow-up stories may be 
included in this category.

Guidelines
•  sharp, attention-getting lead 

that underscored news story 
importance

•  shows thorough reporting 
skills

•  effective use of facts/quotes 
from both primary and sec-
ondary sources

•  avoids opinion unless   prop-
erly attributed

•  sentences, paragraphs of 
varied lengths; written 
clearly, concisely and vividly

•  proper diction/grammar; use 
of third person

•  uses inverted pyramid or 
other appropriate story con-
struction

First place winners  
by division

1 Eric Huebner 
Grosse Pointe South

2 Sarah Blume, Alice Turner 
& Holly Sterling 
Wylie E. Groves

3 Ashley Burleson 
Dexter

4 Emma Claucherty & 
Elizabeth Young 
Haslett

M Cameron Craig 
West Hills
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The recession hits home 
Restaurants, theaters and stores feel the effects

News Analysis

Narmeen Rehman & Gabby Wells 
West Hills Middle School

The recession has struck Michigan hard. While the 
rest of the country is recovering slightly, our state is still 
feeling the recession’s severe impact.

Middle school students can see this in many of the 
places they go, such as stores, restaurants and movie 
theaters. 

Stores
Across the nation, stores are closing down, finding new 

locations, and are feeling the pressure of the recession. 
An example of a store feeling the heat is Ruehl. This 

store has 29 stores across the country, one located at 
Twelve Oaks Mall in Novi. 

Sadly, Ruehl is closing down all of its branches by the 
end of this year due to the recession’s weight; they believe 
that there have been fewer customers coming into the 
store. An employee at Ruehl revealed that the store in 
Twelve Oaks will close on Jan. 3, and they believe that 
they’ll continue to hold small sales and unlike most stores, 
they won’t hold a huge sale. 

Stores like Pink Pump and Roots have a very bright 
outlook on the future. 

“The number of shoppers that come to Pink Pump has 
increased since the recession started,” says Tawny Thieu, 
owner of Pink Pump. “We have experienced a tremendous 
growth at all of our locations [Bloomfield Hills, Birming-
ham] and look forward to opening our new location in 
downtown Royal Oak, December 1, 2009.”

Yet others still wonder how stores are getting custom-
ers’ attention, Tawny Thieu, owner of Pink Pump says, 
“Our key locations in busy shopping districts have at-
tracted our target customers into our stores. Further, we 
have unique merchandise by our own label, PINK PUMP, 
that cannot be purchased anywhere else. Pink Pump also 
participates in community events, does email marketing, 
and receives free press from local and national publica-
tions. This builds up our brand awareness which equates 
to attracting customers into our locations.”

Roots Director of Communication and Public Affairs, 
Robert Sarner, talks about how the Canadian-based store 
called Roots has changed since the recession’s beginning. 

“Over the past year, Roots has actually experienced 
an increase in business, in part due to the half-dozen new 
stores we’ve opened in Canada during this period.”

“I’ve noticed stores in Somerset on the south wing 

have been closing and I know that the Sharper Image 
closed all of its stores,” Mr. Purdy said. “I’ve actually 
worked at the Sharper Image.”

Movie Theaters
The recession may have closed some doors, but the 

box-office window remains wide open and busy. “We have 
not lowered our basic prices; however we have main-
tained a promotional matinee price throughout the year. 
Business is consistent with our expectations this year,” ex-
plained Karen Peek, the general manager of Birmingham’s 
Uptown Palladium and Birmingham 8 Movie Theater. 

Even though times are tough and people are avoiding 
spending money at movie theaters, it seemed that thou-
sands of the “Twilight” fans came together on Nov. 20 to 
watch “New Moon,” the second installment in the “Twi-
light” saga, beating the all-time midnight showings record 
and ranking third all-time in opening-weekend sales. 

Jade Starr went to the midnight showing and claimed, 
“I couldn’t see any seats that didn’t have people in them; 
there was a huge line too.” She added, “I don’t think that 
people were worried about their money. I mean, who 
wouldn’t want to see New Moon?”

“I think that people are starting to go into the movie 
business because, it’s hard not to fail in that area, unless 
your movie is really bad,” Emma Fellows said. “My oldest 
brother, Grant, who attends U of M, just started a movie-
making class; a lot of colleges are starting to have more 
and more movie-making and producing classes.”

Restaurants
Restaurants are definitely seeing the effects of the 

tough economic times. Having sales, especially discounts 
and better commercials are just some of the things that 
are used to bring in people and money. 

“My family and I usually go to Rainforest Café,” 
explains Señora Salisz, Spanish teacher at West Hills. “On 
their normal hours, I’ve noticed that they’ve slowed down 
a bit. But on Wednesday nights, which is Family Night, 
they have face-painting, and the kids meals are a great 
price. But I’ve also noticed that fancier restaurants like 
Andiamo don’t get as much business as they used to.”

Even though some restaurants aren’t doing so well, 
some just haven’t lost their weekend popularity. “I’ve 
noticed that on Friday and Saturday nights, restaurants 
are packed! It seems like people are spending money they 
don’t have,” said the 7th-grade math teacher, Mr. Har-
rington.

News Analysis
Stories should be interpre-
tive by nature, not straight 
news stories. The elements 
of “why” and “how” should 
be examined through 
thorough research, but the 
writer’s opinions  should 
not be expressed. 

Guidelines
•  sharp, attention-getting 

lead that underscores news 
story importance

•  clarifies the news elements, 
i.e. timeliness, nearness, 
impact,  
prominence

•  clarifies through research 
the background necessary 
to understand current news

•  develops an understand-
ing of the issues/problems 
through interviews with 
varied and balanced sourc-
es.

•  avoids personal opinions 
unless properly attributed

•  sentences, paragraphs of 
varied lengths, written 
clearly, concisely and vividly

•  effective use of facts/ 
quotes from both primary 
and secondary sources

•  proper diction/grammar; 
use of third person

First place winners  
by division

1 Mike Ryniak 
Novi

2 Lydia Belenser 
Traverse City Central

3 Alex Everard 
Dexter

4 Melanie Langa &  
Sarah Kerson 
Community

M Narmeen Rehman & 
Gabby Wells 
West Hills



 A Cut Above 7

Editorial

Letter to the incoming dean
Staff 
Community High School

Three years ago, the seniors on The Communica-
tor’s staff walked into Community for the first time. The 
people, building and atmosphere were unfamiliar, but 
we could sense the school’s unmistakable rhythm. It was 
apparent in the hallway chatter, the teacher’s lessons, the 
melodies and brush strokes on the first floor, the juggled 
hackey sacks and tossed Frisbees. Before we knew it, we 
slipped into this rhythm ourselves. 

It is a rhythm expressed in positive energy that 
pervades our halls, pushing and pulling the students to 
each class, each extracurricular activity. This unmistakable 
force turns the corners of our mouths upwards, and gives 
us reason to continue working hard. So if our school has 
the image of being relaxed, it’s because we are. We don’t 
get stressed about the work that we do, at least not often. 
Most of the time, we focus on enjoying our activities. 
Maybe we’re just biased, but as seniors, we think this is 
the best way to learn, and to mature as young adults. 

As we have grown up here, as we have come to identi-
fy with the individuals that make up the bustling streams 
during passing time, we have emerged from the timid 
shell- or perhaps the bellicose front- that surrounded us 

in our younger years. We have learned the most effective 
ways to express ourselves. We are no longer too shy to 
make a proposal, to speak above the collective din that 
teenagers sometimes make. 

Each of us had a different high school experience, an 
eclectic amalgamation of highs and lows. We grew more 
self-assured as individuals, spurred on by the encourage-
ment and critique of the inspirational teachers around us. 
As the year comes to a close, we seniors also realize that 
we have grown up together as a group. We are a mass of 
varying talents and viewpoints, each person unique, yet 
able to find comfort in the collective voice of our class. 
This voice is a product of every class we’ve taken, every 
lesson, every minute of extra time that teachers gave so 
graciously. It is a sense of unity that can come only from a 
careful mix of guidance and independent learning, from a 
school that is truly a community. 

We cannot speak from the perspective of an incoming 
dean, but we hope that your transition to Community 
will be similar to ours. As the one class who won’t return 
next fall, we wanted to write you a letter. This is not a 
list of expectations, or one more explanation of why we 
think our school is great. We are simply welcoming you to 
Community. We ask only that you enjoy your experience 
here, as we have.

Editorial
Editorials should repre-
sent the opinion of the 
staff, editors or editorial 
board on a timely news 
matter of concern to the 
school, community, state, 
nation or world. They may 
express appreciation, offer 
interpretation or attempt 
to deal with problems. 
Editorials are not to be 
bylined, signed or ini-
tialed, or in any way iden-
tified as being the opinion 
of the writer(s).

Guidelines
•  topic relevant to interest 

and/or welfare of school or 
students

•  wins reader interest with 
impelling lead

•  presents evidence/interpre-
tation in logical sequence

•  states issues; uses effective  
examples, facts and  
comparisons to clarify

•  deals with specific issue; 
avoids preaching and rheto-
ric cliches

•  shows sufficient thought 
and research

•  sentences, paragraphs of 
varied length; written clearly, 
concisely and vividly

•  proper diction/grammar

First place winners  
by division

1 Jordan Hubbard 
Rochester

2 Danielle Held 
Utica

3 Staff 
Dexter

4 Staff 
Community HS

5 Nicole Shady 
Mona Shores
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Bylined Opinion Article

Kyle Brondyk 
East Grand Rapids High School 

As many of you know, on Monday, East Grand Rap-
ids suffered the loss of one of its alumni in 30 year-old 
Matthew Bolick. On that fateful night, Stephen Bolick 
called 911 for aid after his son Matthew fell through a 
ground floor picture window. 

When the police arrived, Bolick struck one of the 
officers in the face and he was shot twice with a Taser 
brand EMD (Electro-Muscular Disruptor).

An ambulance was called and Bolick was pronounced 
dead at 9:45 pm. 

It is widely known that Tasers are a common form 
of “non-lethal” subdual that are used by many police of-
ficers to detain criminals who are resisting other forms of 
arrest and are potentially dangerous to the officers. 

The circumstances listed above fall under accept-
able use of a Taser stun gun, however all 5’6” and 135 
pounds of Matthew Bolick don’t seem to represent a po-
tential threat to a police officer whose job it is to detain 
much larger individuals. 

It all comes do to the Taser itself as a weapon. The 
fact that it is considered non-lethal means that we don’t 
feel as much trepidation when using it on another hu-
man being because it simply wounds but does not kill.

A standard Taser gun dishes out 50,000 volts of elec-
tricity to the recipient and it only takes a 120-volt outlet 
to kill an adult male. Matthew is evidence that EMDs 
are weapons that should be considered before firing. The 
sad thing is that this is not the first occurrence. 

Matthew is the third death in Michigan this year to 
fall to the effects of an EMD. The most recent of these 
(with the exception of Matthew) was Robert Mitchell of 
Warren, Detroit. 

Sixteen year-old Robert was driving with his cousin 
down Eight Mile when a cop pulled them over for hav-
ing an expired license plate. Robert got scared, jumped 
from the car, and ran to a nearby abandoned house. 
Robert, 5’2” and 110 pounds, resisted arrest and was 
shot by a Taser once. 

Again, in March, Brett Elder was killed in Bay City. 
Police were called to 15 year-old Brett’s apartment after 
reports of a fight had been called in. Three police officers 
arrived on the scene and attempted to subdue Brett who 
was resisting arrest. One of the officers to shock 5’10” 
140 pound Elder. 

It immediately became apparent that something was 
wrong and Brett was rushed to the hospital where he was 
pronounced dead. 

There have been a recorded 351 deaths from EMD’s 
in the US since 2001. Numbers don’t lie. Tasers are 
weapons. 

“I don’t think that the police understand the conse-
quences of using a Taser on someone or how it should be 
used properly,” Anna Hesselshwerdt ’11 said. 

This is actually semi-true. The Tasers were a recent 
addition to the East Grand Rapids Police Departments 
arsenal and there were no procedures beyond the com-
pany’s recommended five-second rule on how long to 
hold down the trigger. Specifically there was no limit on 
the number of times one could be shocked. 

This is where we come to discontinuity. The cops 
who shot and killed Matthew said they shot him twice 
while there are reports from family members of being 
shocked three or even four times. 

Now what I want to know is why a Taser was used 
on a person when they could have used another weapon 
such as, say, pepper spray. Pepper spray is actually non-
lethal and can be used at near the same range as a Taser 
can be used.

Why wasn’t something that is readily available, safer, 
and does the same thing used on any of the unfortunate 
individuals above?

We need to recognize that EMDs are weapons and 
they should be treated as such. If they are going to be 
used then there should be regulations in place and alter-
natives should be considered for subduing individuals in 
domestic situations. 

It is the job of the police to protect the people and 
they should do everything in their power to further that 
goal.

Bylined Opinion
Articles of personal opinion, 
which carry the byline of 
the writer(s), may comment 
on any subject of interest 
(including sports) and/
or concern of the readers, 
or may express dissent 
from the majority opinion 
expressed in editorials.

Guidelines
•  topic relevant to interest 

and/or welfare of school or 
students

•  wins reader interest with 
impelling lead

•  presents evidence/interpre-
tation in logical sequence

•  states issues; uses effective  
examples, facts and  
comparisons to clarify

•  deals with specific issues; 
avoids preaching, rhetoric 
and cliches

•  shows sufficient thought 
and knowledge of subject, 
developed with personal 
style

•  sentences, paragraphs of 
varied length; written clearly, 
concisely and vividly

•  proper diction/grammar

First place winners  
by division

1 Sandra Periord 
Saline

2 Emily Jan 
North Farmington

3 Kyle Bronkyk 
East Grand Rapids

4 Anne Wyszewianski & 
Austin Hughes 
Community

M Marshall Koziol 
Brownell 

Tasers constitute excessive use of force
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Review

Guidelines
•  sharp, attention-getting 

lead that clarifies subject
•  gives short summary or 

adequate information about 
subject

•  discusses strengths and  
weaknesses of subject

•  uses specific examples to 
support opinion

•  displays knowledge of sub-
ject

•  shows thought and research
•  colorful, lively presentation; 

effective form/style
•  proper diction/grammar

Review
Review should present 
opinions, observations 
and evaluations of film, 
books, television, record-
ings, concerts, plays, res-
taurants and other things 
of interest to the paper’s 
readers.

First place winners  
by division

1 Lauren Andalora 
Clarkston

2 Ian Kullgren 
HH Dow

3 Alex Farrington 
Lakeshore 

4 Jordan Siden 
Community

M Erica Schuman 
West Hills

Ian Kullgren 
HH Dow High School

Last weekend I went to see Disney’s The Princess and 
the Frog. And as anyone would expect, my cousin, her 
boyfriend and I were the only ones in the theater between 
the ages of eight and 30. 

Maybe I should have felt silly being 18 and still get-
ting excited about a new Disney movie, but I didn’t care. 
As it turns out, the film is by far one of Disney’s best 
works. It has all of the necessary elements to become a 
classic, complete with a happily-ever-after ending. Not 
only does it prove that Disney doesn’t need help from 
Pixar’s computer animation team to make a good film, it 
more importantly displays a variety of social issues that 
many children are not aware of and not accustomed to. 

First of all, Tiana, the female protagonist, is the first 
black Disney princess. Wait, what? A black Disney prin-
cess? It’s about time. It’s 2009 and this is the first time 
that’s ever been done. They’re done Chinese. They’ve done 
Arabian. But never a black American. Until now, this 
group of people had never been represented as a lead role 
in Disney movies. 

Appropriately, it is set in New Orleans, the cultural 
Mecca of the south and what many consider to be the 
epicenter of black American culture. Though movies like 
Mulan and Aladdin give insight into different cultures, 
they don’t display coexistence between two different races 
of people the way The Princess and the Frog does.

You see, the fact that Tiana is black is just the tip of 
the racial iceberg. Not only is she black, but she’s poor. 
And not only is she poor, but her mother is the servant 
seamstress to a white estate owner. Seems a little bit racist, 

right?
Wrong. It’s not racism, it’s reality. No matter how 

much we’d like to pretend racially based social gaps 
don’t exist, they do. So why should we hide reality from 
America’s youth? Instead of burying the issue by making 
both whites and blacks on the same socioeconomic plane, 
Disney did the right thing. They embraced it. In the 
story, Tiana’s best friend is the white estate owner’s daugh-
ter. The filmmakers created a scenario where a wealthy 
white girl and a working class black girl are best friends. 
They acknowledged the difference, but didn’t make it an 
issue with the characters. Though sadly the likelihood of 
this in real life is pretty slim, especially since the film is set 
in the very early decades of the twentieth century, it sets a 
good example for the thousands of children who will see 
it over the next few weeks. Interestingly enough, Disney 
makes the racial difference most apparent in the begin-
ning of the film, transitioning from a white girl’s mansion 
to Tiana and her family’s tiny wooden house on the other 
side of town. They even show the ride home — where 
Tiana and her mother sit near the back of the bus. 

But Disney makes sure not to be completely one 
sided. The film’s male protagonist is a wealthy black 
prince from a French-speaking African country, complete 
with a white butler. Hey, there are exceptions to the norm 
in the real world, too. You can’t just show kids the dark 
side. It’s Disney; they have to be a little optimistic. 

But here is the most important lesson Disney gives: 
the words “black” and “white” are not mentioned once in 
the film. Though race related disadvantages are present, 
they don’t influence any of the characters’ thoughts, feel-
ings or actions. Even though it’s there, race just isn’t an 
issue. Now that’s a good lesson.

Disney’s newest film finally has racial diversity
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Feature Column

60 Miles Per Hour”
“A communication problem that caused a toxic 
relationship in the first place, was also what I 
thought was going to heal it.”

They say when you leave the house, even if you’re in a 
fight, you’re supposed to tell your family you love them… 
but the only noise you’ll hear from me is the slam of a 
heavy wooden door.

On August 28, my dad had a stroke. That night in the 
emergency room was the first time I had talked to him in 
over two weeks. 

All families are dysfunctional. Yeah, I know- But what 
about when it’s just one of the family members? One fam-
ily member who causes the majority of fights, arguments, 
tension, anger, crying, therapy, self-loathing, outbursts, or 
even just seething unbound, uncontained hatred. Seems 
kinda harsh to point the finger at the hardworking, almost 
supportive, almost ‘leader’ of the household, right?

Wrong. 
Because unlike other times this is not about teenage 

angst, or unknown deep rooted problems. This is simply 
about second changes. 

After five or more therapists and countless of family 
talks, nothing has ever changed. We are constantly forced 
to co-exist with a man who can’t stand to co-exist with us. 
One who not only confuses me with his uncontrollable 
anger towards his wife and children, but who can choose 
whenever he likes to be giving and kind.  These times are 
few and far apart. The have, throughout the years, become 
useless in meaning. ‘I’m Sorrys’ now translate to a fright-
ened, ‘I don’t understand what I’ve done wrong.’

Visiting my father in the hospital every day after he 
had the stroke seemed like a blessing. I was going to be 

there for him, like he wasn’t there for me. We were finally 
going to grow up, be civil, make up for lost time. I was 
kind of thinking that the stroke was God tapping him on 
the head, a wake up call — some kind of life changing 
moment. 

And it was a blessing, truly, that he didn’t die. It was a 
blessing that the stroke was not debilitating. The majority 
of strokes from atrial fibrillation in patients are fatal. In 
my father’s case, he suffered from aphasia — a language 
disorder that affects the ability to communicate. A com-
munication problem that caused a toxic relationship in 
the first place, was also what I thought was going to heal 
it. With the right side of his mouth unable to move, and 
him unable to form coherent sentences, I realized how 
fragile he really was. 

My father recovered quickly. During the end of his 
stay at the hospital he was able to communicate again; his 
speech was no longer slurred or impossible to understand. 
With this recovery, returned his ability to argue. With me. 
With my mother. With everyone. 

This might be bitter or hard to understand, but a 
stroke isn’t going to make 17 years of mental abuse dis-
sipate. I grew up reacting to his anger and outbursts. I was 
never taught to stand down or retreat. This was the war 
and toxic environment I was willing to forget about. A 
relationship that had become neutral in my life; no longer 
causing me unhappiness, it was something I was able to 
ignore. 

This is why two weeks had passed before I was him 
that night in the emergency room. This is why, after 17 
years of endless fighting, I broke down; crying out of relief 
and anger in a public place; driving 60 miles an hour to 
see the person in my life who has damaged me the most, 
wondering if it was ‘too late’… only to be reminded that 
no matter what happens, it always will be.

Feature Column
Each entry must consist of 
two examples of  
feature and/or opinion 
columns under the same 
standing head from  
different issues of the 
paper, authorized by the 
same writer(s). Columns 
must carry bylines or 
other writer identification 
to indicate the personal 
nature of the content.

Guidelines
•  sharp, attention-getting 

leads
•  express personal opinions; 

uses consistent style
•  reflects thought/research,  

freshness, individuality
•  effective use of facts/ 

quotes or supporting mate-
rial

•  informative, interesting,  
entertaining

•  upholds journalistic integ-
rity

•  sentences, paragraphs of  
varied length; written  
clearly, concisely an vividly

• proper diction/grammar

First place winners  
by division

1 Sarah Paterson 
Saline

2 Betty Buynak 
Waterford Kettering

3 Andrew Weiner 
Andover

4 Alex Pawlusiak 
South Lake

M April Butler 
Bunker

Word Vomit
Betty Buynak 
Waterford Kettering High School
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Pro/Con Editorial Columns

Guidelines
• topics relevant to interests 

and/or welfare of school or 
students

• two pieces, while offering 
opposing views, are consis-
tent in style and tone

• both pieces win reader inter-
est with impelling leads

• present evidence/interpreta-
tion in logical sequence

• state issue; uses effective 
examples, facts and compari-
sons to clarify

• deal with specific issue; 
avoids preaching, rhetoric 
and clichés

• show sufficient thought and 
knowledge of subject, devel-
oped with personal style

• sentences, paragraphs of 
varied length; written clearly, 
concisely and vividly

• proper diction/grammar

Pro/Con Editorial
Each entry must
• have two (2) columns that 
express opposing viewpoints 
on one topic
• the columns should be writ-
ten by two people and featured 
on one
page of the opinion/editorial 
section
• both columns should be 
glued to the same entry form
• have a standing head that 
indicates the pro/con nature of 
the package
• carry bylines or other writer 
identification to indicate the 
personal
opinion nature of the content
A school may submit a second 
entry in this category, and the 
pieces
may be written by the same 
columnists or combination 
including one
of the same columnists.

First place winners  
by division

1 Nate Leonhardt &  
Ryan Schmidt 
Midland

2 Michelle Ewart &  
Natasha Ertzbischoff

3 Shiva Kilaru & Sam Bugala 
Fenton

4 Megan Karney &  
Melissa O’Neill 
Quincy

M Ramia Mitchell & Tory 
Antonazzo 
East Hills

Sharing the same spotlight
The Saginaw Valley League will feature varsity girls and 
boys basketball on the same night. Is this a good idea, or  
a failed attempt to popularize girls basketball?

Ryan Schmidt 
Midland High School

The winter version of Friday night-lights has arrived in 
Saginaw Valley League basketball. During the 2009-2010 
high school basketball season the girls and boys varsity 
teams will play six times at home on the same night. 
Featuring a varsity double header on Fridays will be a good 
idea. 

Essentially the new schedule offers two games fro the 
price of one, and students will benefit from this situation. 
They can attend the girl’s varsity game at 6 p.m. and then 
stay for the boy’s game at 7:30 p.m. and only pay the price 
of one admission. 

More students will come out and support their varsity 
basketball teams and this will hopefully lead to the growing 
popularity of: basketball, especially girls, around the league. 
This is really good news for our state-ranked girls team. 
Having more fans attend their home games will help the 
lady Chemics compete with some elite programs in the 
state. 

All six home games that the boys and girls varsity teams 
play are on Fridays. Many students attend home football 
games during the fall. This can be attributed to the popular-
ity to the popularity of the sport and the fact that games are 
always on Fridays. Students will no longer need to manage 
homework time during the week in order to watch a varsity 
boys home game on Tuesday and then a varsity girls home 
game on Wednesday. Last year this was a common problem 
for students that wanted to attend varsity basketball games. 
Schedules were set up so that the boys and girls played 
randomly throughout the week and it was often tough to 
go to all the home games. 

The new schedule will still feature midweek matches, 
but Fridays will be a day were you can watch both teams. 
The switch to this type of schedule also encourages students 
to make the trip to away matches. For example, Mt. 
Pleasant is one of Midland’s rivals; fans traditionally try to 
overcrowd the Oilers’ stands and cheer on their Chemics. It 
is difficult to make the 45-minute drive during the middle 
of the week so most decide not to attend the varsity game. 
This leads to fewer fans and less team morale. By having the 
boys and girls varsity play on the same night, more students 
will want to make the February 12th trip to Mt. Pleasant 
to cheer on the girls team at 6 p.m. and the boys team at 
7:30 p.m.

Look for attendance to increase on Fridays throughout 
the season. Since more people show up to the boys games, 
more will be willing to show up for the girls. 

Get ready to come early, get loud, and show that 
Chemic Pride as both the boys and girls are bound to put 
on a show. 

Nate Leonhardt 
Midland High School

Imagine a business owner sitting in his office. He 
decides to invest $500 in a program and $100 in an-
other. After a while, the first program gives back $75. 
For some reason this business owner decides to favor 
the first one, just like boys basketball is being favored 
over girls basketball.

In the past, Midland has had the boys junior varsity 
team play before the varsity. Now, instead, the girls var-
sity team plays before the guys. The message being sent 
is that the girls varsity team is no more significant that 
the boys junior varsity team. This is a slap in the face 
to these girls who have, in fact, had much more success 
over the last couple of years than the boys have had. 
This girls basketball team is ranked in the top 10 in the 
state, while last year the boys had an abysmal season, 
winning five games. 

Not only does this change devalue the success the 
girls team has had, but it also causes a huge inconve-
nience in their routine. On some nights they will get 
ready at the time they are used to (7:30 p.m.), while 
other nights they play much earlier (6 p.m.). It is 
important for athletes to have a routine so they can be 
on top of their game. This new schedule greatly hinders 
this and frustrates the girls’ basketball players. 

Some people believe that attendance for girls bas-
ketball will increase by changing the schedule, but this 
is a mistaken assumption. If anyone has been to a boys’ 
junior varsity basketball game, they should know that 
not many people show up until the very end and that is 
just so they can get a good seat for the varsity basket-
ball game. This pattern would likely continue with the 
girls’ varsity team. There may be a lot of people there 
at the end of the game, but the majority of the game 
would be poorly attended. 

Having earlier games also has the potential to cause 
conflicts with the work schedules of parents. There are 
some parents who work later than 6:00 and will be un-
able to attend unless the games are later. 

Generally, members of the boys basketball team 
benefit because they will now play on the same night 
every week. But why would the school make things 
more convenient for the boys’ team and more difficult 
for the girls when the girls team is having far more 
success?

Ultimately, it is insulting for the girls basketball 
team to have to change their schedule when they are 
in fact the better team. The fact that they pay back a 
higher interest rate should be taken into account.



12 A Cut Above

In-Depth Feature

Guidelines
•  lead captures attention, 

arouses curiosity
•  topic relevant to interests 

and/or welfare of schools or 
students

•  extensive, intensive and 
thorough investigation

•  effectively combines basics 
of good news and feature 
writing

•  effectively organized with 
smooth transitions; carefully 
outlined

•  sentences, paragraphs of 
varied length; clearly writ-
ten clearly, concisely and 
vividly

•  proper diction/grammar
•  balanced and fair presenta-

tion

In-Depth Feature
This is a single story, which 
may contain a sidebar or 
infographic from the same 
author. This is not a spread 
or a special section. Entries 
should concern subjects 
of a substantive and con-
temporary nature and go 
beyond the surface facts, 
give the reader detailed 
background information 
with interpretation based 
upon the facts and back-
ground information and 
often (but not necessarily) 
an analysis as to its mean-
ing It is an elaboration of 
the WHY. Multiple sources 
are necessary.

First place winners  
by division

1 Kali Rea 
Grand Haven

2 Sarah Dittrich & Julia Nagy 
Stoney Creek

3 Jevonte Hughes & 
Chelsea Glasheen 
Loy Norrix

4 Julia Kortberg &  
Alyson Halpert 
Community

M Lia Williams 
Traverse City East

Raising Babies, Maintaining Grades
Difficulties Two LN Students Face While Being a Parent

Jevonte Hughes & Chelsea Glasheen 
Loy Norrix High School

“The night I brought her home, reality hit me at this 
point. I started to cry and my mom asked me what’s 
wrong and I said, “I’m a mom!” said Ashley Stevens, a 
junior at Loy Norrix. 

Ashley Stevens is currently a full-time student at Loy 
Norrix, and on top of that, she is also a parent. Ashley’s 
baby girl is named Serenity and is two months old. 

When Stevens first found out that she was pregnant, 
she was not excited. She told her boyfriend first, but 
waited until she was four months pregnant to tell her 
mom. 

“I laid my head in her lap and cried. My mom asked 
me what was wrong and I told her. At first she flipped 
out and asked a lot of questions, later she was happy,” 
Stevens said. 

Stevens’ mom and dad soon began to accept the fact 
that they were going to have a grandchild. They were 
shocked at first but more disappointed in the fact that 
Stevens had not told them sooner. 

Many people go through a lot of changes and chal-
lenges within their high school career, whether it is 
figuring out who you are as a person, or who your true 
friends are. 

One of the toughest challenges today, many young 
people face, is having a child and being enrolled as a full 
time student. According to Pregnant Teen Help, about 
two thirds of pregnant teens will not graduate from high 
school. However, some are beating the odds. 

“You don’t get a lot of sleep. It gets very difficult 
balancing school, work and having a baby. Finding a 
babysitter is very difficult to find too,” said Stevens. 

“Finding a babysitter when I’m at work [is hard], 
and making sure that the right people are watching her,” 
senior Mitzy Hernandez said. 

Hernandez also has a child, a fifteen-month-old girl 
named Da’nyiah. She is very smart and speaks both 
English and Spanish.

Since 1996 to 2005 the teenage pregnancy rate has 
decreased at a drastic rate. From 1996 to 2005 there 
are almost nine thousand fewer pregnancies reported in 
Michigan. According to Michigan Department of Com-
munity Health in 2005 the teenage pregnancy rate was 
52.2 pregnancies per every 1,000 females. 

Although most of these teenage parents have dropped 
out of high school, there are still a few that are enrolled 
in school to receive the rest of their education that they 
deserve. Cindy Goss, parenting teacher said, “The most 
positive experience is when I see teen moms graduate 
from high school. They have to work harder than any 

other students in the school. They often struggle with 
attendance and with tardiness,” said Goss.

In Goss’ class she teaches the basics of parenting. The 
students learn how to prepare for labor and delivery, take 
care of themselves and a newborn. They also study health 
and safety, the stages of development and nutrition 
and age appropriate discipline. There are currently 26 
students enrolled in the class. 

Goss added, “They develop friendships with other 
teen moms and do things together with babies to help 
support each other.”

One of the hardest parts of your first trimester is 
finding out that you are actually pregnant and telling 
your parents. 

“When I first found out I was pregnant, I didn’t have 
a reaction. I knew that it was something that I had to 
face, so why not face it now?” said Hernandez. 

There are many challenges that teenage parents 
encounter, whether it is actually coming to school and 
graduating, or staying after school to participate in 
extracurricular activities. While not being able to do a 
lot of activities, many teen parents have to commit and 
be more responsible. 

“They feel like they are an adult because they have 
their own family. They have a lot more responsibilities 
and often try to live on their own,” said Goss referring to 
the responsibilities these teens have. 

Hernandez said, “ I realized that I have a lot of 
responsibility that people my age don’t have. Her [the 
baby’s] future depends on me. I got to make sure that I 
do the right thing.”

“It’s a lot more responsibility. It’s hard to commit to 
anything because you have to be a full time mom,” said 
Stevens. 

While enrolled in high school, Hernandez has also 
faced difficulties with people’s perceptions of her. 

“I had a lot of people telling me I wasn’t going to 
graduate of complete what I needed to complete. After 
I had her though, and people saw me back in school, 
they respected me more. They see me as a mature person 
now,” Hernandez said.

Hernandez knows it is all worth it. She remembers 
the first time her daughter said, “Mommy.” 

“It was special because you know there is someone 
who really loves you and someday wants to grow up to 
be like you.”

Despite all the challenges that Hernandez and Ste-
vens face while being a parent, they still try their hardest 
to create a better future for not only themselves, but 
their children as well. 

Hernandez said, “I want her to have a college educa-
tion and have a better environment so she doesn’t make 

Parents, continued on next page
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Informative Feature

Ian Magenta 
Saline High School

When it comes to the “unwritten” rules of Saline 
High School there are too many to speak of. 

“They seem like common sense,” sophomore Matt 
Soper said. “[Things like] don’t walk on the left side of 
the hallway.”

But Soper would argue that there are three rules 
that every student should at least know: “seat check,” 
“nose goes,” and “dibs.” 

It is important to keep in mind, however, that these 
“rules” tend to vary from student to student and are 
applicable in various situations. 

Seat check, according to Sober, is said aloud when 
someone wishes to label the seat they are sitting in as 
“his” or “hers” for an undetermined period of time. It 
is often used by students in the lunchroom when they 
leave their seat to buy lunch. 

“Seat check is valid, [but] someone has to hear you 
said it,” Soper said. “You call seat check, you go get 
your lunch, and when you get back your seat better 
not be taken.”

Some students, like sophomore Andrew Valentine, 
use a more concrete and sophisticated form of seat-
checking where seats are determined by trimester. 

“At the beginning of the trimester [my friends and 
I] took a piece of paper, sat down, and wrote down our 
permanent seats for the trimester,” Valentine said. “If 
you stole [someone’s] seat you would be forced to give 
up your lunch.”

Despite differing opinions, Soper argues that 
students cannot seat-check anything but seats. This 
is where the concept of dibs comes in. According to 
Soper, dibs is used when a student desires something 
other than a seat and, just like seat check, is initiated 
when someone else to hear it. 

Over time, however, many students, like senior 
Mickey Stimac, have found elaborate ways to counter 
a dibs placed on something by a fellow student. Even 
more elaborate are the ways that Stimac prevents other 

students from countering his dibs. 
“[When] you say ‘dibs’, you say ‘no counter-dibs’ so 

no one can counter-dibs it, and then you say ‘no time 
machine’ so nobody can use their time machine to go 
back in time before you dibs’d the object in question,” 
Stimac said. “It’s basically fail-safe.”

Though dibs is good for getting objects, according 
to senior Chrissy Towell, nose goes is used by many 
students who don’t want to have to do an action. 

“[Nose goes] is a great decision maker,” Towell said. 
“A person yells “nose goes” and then everybody has to 
touch their pointer finger to their nose and the last one 
to it loses.”

There is a debate, according to senior Joshua Cim-
pian, as to whether or not nose goes can be initiated 
silently by one person putting his finger on his nose 
and waiting for other so follow. 

“It is a foul and underhanded tactic,” Cimpian said. 
“It can’t be considered fair play.”

We are indeed a society that adheres to many 
unwritten rules, said psychology teacher Lila How-
ard. She explained how following unwritten rules was 
directly related to memes. 

“Memes are self-replicating cultural norms,” How-
ard said. “The reason that we need cultural norms, the 
majority of which are unwritten, is because it frees us 
up from having to worry about how we behave, how to 
dress, how to act, and how to interact with each other. 

“So we understand that our norms, mostly unwrit-
ten, are there to provide us with the opportunity to 
not have to worry about what we’re doing, being inap-
propriate,” she said. 

Though the meanings and uses of these unwritten 
rules vary, many, like Soper, agree that their existence 
has played an integral role in the lives of Saline High’s 
students. Time can only tell as to whether or not 
these rules will be passed on to future generations of 
students. 

“I think [the unwritten] rules will at least be 
around in the near future,” Soper said. “The will prob-
ably continue to exist in one form or another.”

Following unwritten rules key to success

Guidelines
•  leads capture attention, 

arouses curiosity
•  topic relevant to interests 

and/or welfare of school or 
students

•  thorough investigation 
through research and inter-
views

•  combines basics of good 
news and feature writing

•  organized with smooth  
transitions

•  balanced and fair presenta-
tion

•  sentences, paragraphs of 
varied length; written clear-
ly, concisely and vividly

•  proper diction/grammar

Informative Feature
Stories should be writ-
ten to inform or instruct. 
Facts are obtained from 
research, interviews and 
observations.

First place winners  
by division

1 Ian Magenta  
Saline

2 Isabella Tillman 
Wylie E Groves

3 Emily Gordy &  
Erin Houghton 
Seaholm

4 Elizabeth Young 
Haslett

M Narmeen Rehman 
West Hills

the choices I did.”
“I don’t want her to have to worry about anything. 

I want her to get a good education and possibly go into 
music because it’s not only a passion of mine, but a pas-
sion of her dad’s as well,” Stevens said. 

With all the challenges that adult parents face while 
raising a child, imagine how hard it is for teenagers. 
They are only allowed to work 18 hours if they are a 
full-time student and are under the age of 18. This is 

stated on Michigan’s work permit, which limits the 
amount of hours a full-time student is able to work to 
prevent child labor. 

Combined they are only allowed to work and go 
to school for 40 hours a week. They also deal with the 
issue of being sleep deprived and not being able to be a 
regular teenager with little responsibilities. 

“I wouldn’t recommend having a child at a young 
age,” Stevens said.

Parents, continued from page 12



14 A Cut Above

Human Interest Feature

Alexandria Pawlusiak 
South Lake High School

Social studies teacher Tom Click hasn’t eaten a Poptart 
in four months. Scratch that. Since September, he hasn’t 
eaten anything he loves — Poptarts, candy, cookies, ice 
cream or any other junk food.

When he drives home from work every day, instead 
of the usual can of pop, paired with a bag of M&M’s, he 
reaches for an apple or a slice of cheese.

“I feel 100% better,” Click said. “I have more energy. 
I just feel healthier. I don’t have any temptations now. I 
don’t even want any cookies.”

Click, along with 17 other staff members, participated 
in the “biggest loser” competition that started Sept. 14 
and ended Dec. 14. The contestants would weigh in every 
two weeks with their progress charted by English teacher 
Carrie Murphy and health teacher Monica Kurtanitis. 

“[The competition] seemed like a fun way to motivate 
people to get them to try a little harder to watch their 
diet, exercise more, and shed some of those pounds,” 
history teacher Judy Smith, a participant, said. “For my 
own sake, I wanted to get rid of some weight; also, there’s 
some money involved.”

The participants were divided into three and each 
contestant paid $20 to be part of the biggest loser event, 
which added up to a total of $360 for the winning team 
to share.

“The money motivated me to join,” science teacher 
Joe Lambdin said. “It was all about the money. My goal 
was to win, so I did whatever it took. So far, I’ve lost 34 
pounds.”

The secret to Lambdin’s success?
“I don’t eat after seven o’clock at night,” he said. “Any 

food after seven just tacks on. I also eat healthier. High 
protein. Low carbs.”

The biggest change for most contestants was their 
eating habits.

“I’ve made some better choices in terms of portion size 
opposed to not eating certain things,” science teacher Paul 
Cusumano said. “I’ll still eat whatever the item is, I just 

won’t eat two pieces. I’ll eat half a piece.”
Lambdin feels that the key is to cut calories and eat 

fewer carbohydrates.
“Before the competition, [I would eat] pasta with 

some sort of chicken and a glass of pop, maybe milk,” he 
said. “Now, it’d basically be some sort of a protein. Maybe 
just a piece of chicken that’s grilled with some sort of a 
vegetable that’s steamed. Doesn’t that soind awful? I miss 
my butter.”

Staying on track has been a problem for some of the 
staff.

“[It is a challenge] to discipline myself when it comes 
to eating, especially snacks,” Smith said. “I’m really bad 
about snacks. I’m trying to stay away from 7-11 Slurpees, 
which I love. [One food] that is almost impossible for me 
to give up is a Hershey’s chocolate bar. I just can’t do it.”

Cusumano’s biggest challenge has been eating after 
seven.

“You sit on the couch, and you flip through channels,” 
he said. “You want a pop – something in your mouth 
sometimes – whatever it might be, be it popcorn or a rice 
cake, or be it a chocolate bar and ice cream. I just try to 
eat nothing after seven, and that would be the most dif-
ficult part.”

The participants said they rely on family support. 
“If my 10-year-old sees me getting near [food], she tackles 
me and calls me names,” Click said. “She knows I have to 
lose weight, and she’s been really good about it.”

Overall, the staff members feel they’ve benefited. 
“I can bend over and tie my shoes now,” Click said. “I 

wish we did something like this every year, just something 
to remind us to stay in shape.”

Cusumano agrees.
“I think it’s a very cool idea,” he said. “And I would 

be interested in doing it again because I’d like to beat 
everybody a second time. 

And then he admitted, it’s not all “about the money.”

*It was just released that team “Kilograms” which 
included Cusumano, Lambdin and science teacher Paul 
Voydanoff won the competition.

Human Interest 
Feature
Human interest features 
appeal to the emotions 
of the reader with inspira-
tion, motivation, pathos 
or humor and often make 
effective use of quotes.

First place winners  
by division

1 Maggie Moore 
Midland

2 Becca Mills & Judy Su 
HH Dow HS

3 Alex Everard 
Dexter

4 Alexandria Pawlusiak 
South Lake

M Lia Williams 
Traverse City East

Guidelines
•  leads capture attention, 

arouses curiosity
•  emphasizes new element, 

fresh angle
•  colorful, lively presentation; 

effective form/style
•  reflects adequate research, 

sound interviewing tech-
niques from a variety of 
sources

•  effective use of facts/ quotes
•  interesting; appeals to the  

emotions
•  proper diction/grammar

Staff hosts weight loss competition
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Erin Okuniewski 
East Hills Middle School

To most of us at East Hills, Mr. Jeff Dorchock is 
known as a man of wisdom and power, an inspiring indi-
vidual. He has been called “an educational icon” by teach-
ers such as Mr. Jay Leitz and a “fairly intelligent man” by 
students such as Jack Schaffer and Orion Tuazon.

But Mr. Dorchock has an entirely different side. You 
never would have guessed, but Mr. D is an avid bowler. 

He started bowling at age six — his father used to 
take Mr. Dorchock and his siblings on family bowling 
trips, bonding moments if you will. “My father taught 
me everything I know about the sport. Dad said just pick 
an arrow on the lane and bowl.” Mr. Dorchock is pretty 
serious about his bowling career. He has had his ball, the 
Headhunter, for more than twenty years. The ball is a 
striking maroon color, with “Headhunter” engraved in 
orange. Dorchock believes that the Headhunter brings 
him good luck when he bowls. 

Ten years ago, somewhat of a tragedy struck. Mr. 
Dorchock got too caught up in work and coaching to 
make time for his bowling career. What he thought was 
going to be a short break turned out to be a ten year 
hiatus. 

The Headhunter was left untouched, neglected and 
pushed aside in the dusty corner of a closet… forgotten! 

Now that the Dorchock children are grown up and 
things at school are more routine, Mr. D has more time 
on his hands. He finally realized that life without bowling 
is no life at all. He and his lovely wife joined a couples 
bowling league at Avon Lanes in Rochester. The Dor-
chocks go bowling every week. 

Mr. Dorchock has maintained his bowling mojo 
despite his “little break.” Just last month, he bowled a 
253. Mr. D is truly on the path to victory. “I believe that 
through hard work, determination and pure faith, I can 
bowl a perfect game,” said Dorchock.

Mr. D can truly overcome anything. He is the bowl-
ing ball in the alley we call life.

Personality Profile

The Headhunter

Guidelines
•  leads capture attention, 

arouses curiosity; reason for 
sketch is made clear early in 
story

•  emphasizes fresh angle;  
individualizes person

•  colorful, lively presentation; 
effective form/style

•  reflects adequate research, 
sound interviewing tech-
niques from a  
variety of sources

•  avoids encyclopedic listing 
of subjects accomplish-
ments

•  effective use of facts/ 
quotes

•  interesting; appeals to the  
emotions

•  proper diction/grammar

Personality Profile
The personality profile 
captures the life, interests 
and accomplishments of 
well known or interest-
ing people, based on 
interviews. The subject(s) 
should have experiences, 
thoughts and accomplish-
ments worth reporting. 
Anecdotes add to the 
personality profile.

First place winners  
by division

1 Blake Sanford 
Grosse Pointe South

2 Kelly Ferguson &  
Kelly Beniot 
Utica

3 Laura Zepeda 
Fenton

4 Austin Hughes & 
Savannah Dix 
Community

M Erin Okuniewski 
East Hills
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Diversity Coverage

Natalie Wright 
Seaholm High School

When most swimmers on the boys’ team think of their 
biggest obstacle, the first thing to come to mind is usually 
dropping time or beating the other team. 

For freshman Evan Davis, however, the goal is to 
break stereotypes and prove a point. 

“He’s pretty high functioning,” Evan Davis’s sister 
senior Emily Davis said. “But his speech and social capa-
bilities are really limited.”

“His communication skills are a little bit different,” 
head coach Tom Wyllie said. “He’s just not as talkative as 
the other swimmers.”

Evan Davis has been swimming since he was little, but 
has never been on a team prior to this year.

“We have a pool in the backyard,” Emily Davis said. 
“And we used to live in LA, so he’s always known how 
to swim. He’s always been a good swimmer, but he was 
never on any teams.”

This summer, Evan Davis set his mind to joining the 
Seaholm team, and ever since he has not given up on his 
goal.

“My dad planted the idea on his head,” Emily Davis 
said. “He said ‘Evan, do you want to be on the Seaholm 
swim team your freshman year?’ And then he got really 
excited about it, and he had this goal to keep swimming 
in order to be on [the team].”

Evan Davis took private lessons once a week with 
a neighbor who swims for Miami of Ohio to learn the 
basics of the sport. He also swam 100 laps every day with 
his dad. 

“I was informed of [his preparation] ahead of time,” 
Wyllie said. “I knew that he was really committed, that 
he really wanted to be part of the team, and that he had 
already done some prep work over the summer. But I 
know it wasn’t anywhere near the amount of work that we 
do here.”

At the start, Evan Davis had some difficulty with the 
intense practices, but he still showed dedication beyond 
most. 

“He used to complain just like everyone else how tired 
he was,” Wyllie said. “But he put in the work diligently.”

“At the beginning of the year, it was harder for him,” 
senior captain Alex Wood said. “He had to have some 
people show him what to do, but now you can tell him 
what to do and he’ll do it. He doesn’t have to ask any 
questions, he just gets it done.”

Even Davis’s work ethic was raved about by everyone 
interviewed. 

“It’s inspiring to see how hard he works,” Emily Davis 
said. “I’m really proud of him. He is constantly pushing 
and striving to be better and to get first place.”

“He’s one of the hardest workers on the team,” Wood 
said. “It’s unbelievable how he just rose to the occasion 
and totally fits in, and everybody loves him.”

“He races,” Wyllie said. “Which to a coach, that’s a 
trait that you like. Because in swimming, the emphasis 
is time, time, time. But in a dual meet, if you swim slow, 
but you beat the other guy, I don’t care, you beat the 
other guy. He’s competitive in practice, he’s competitive 
in meets. He wants to go faster. And that’s what I’m ask-
ing from all my swimmers.”

Watching Evan Davis swim, it’s difficult to believe 
that Evan had never been on a team before. He doesn’t 
practice in the slowest lane; in fact, he doesn’t practice 
in the second, third, or even fourth slowest lanes. His 
strokes may not be effortless and graceful, but they are 
precise and smooth. He doesn’t have any trouble keeping 
up, or even passing, his teammates. 

Evan Davis has been working his way up from the 
bottom the whole season. He has improved immensely, 
proving that anybody can set their mind to something 
and achieve it. 

“He swims in every meet,” Emily Davis said. “There 
are heats of swimmers, and he’s not in the slowest heat, 
he’s moving up. He keeps up with all the other kids. He’s 
definitely not the slowest one. He’s actually taken first [in 
a heat] twice in two different meets, and a third place [in 
a heat], and he does relays, so he does well.”

“We had our last dual meet last night [Wednesday, 
February 4],” Wyllie said. “And Evan did his personal best 
times. Compared to those same swims he did at the be-
ginning of the season, he made dramatic improvements. 

Ever since Evan Davis won a heat, anything less than 
first has become unacceptable to him.  
“Once he got first place,” Emily Davis said, “he was com-
pletely obsessed with getting first place. Then one meet, 
he didn’t do very well, he didn’t get a first place, and he 
was so upset that he came home and he was crying. He 
doesn’t get it, why he couldn’t get first place. So, he works 
really, really hard. Not everyone on the team strives to get 
first place, they just strive to get better, and he just has 
this idea in his head that he has to get first place every 
time.”

Evan Davis’s team members have been extremely sup-
portive and encouraging at meets. 

“There have been a few people who have really taken 
[to helping],” Emily Davis said. “They’ll be like ‘Ok Evan, 
this is the race you have to swim, put your swim cap on, 

Guidelines
• topic relevant to school 

or students and relects 
life styles, challegens and 
potentials of those from a 
diverse background

•  sharp, attention-getting 
lead grabs reader and 
arouses curiosity

•  shows thorough reporting 
skills though research and 
interviewing

•  effective use of facts/quotes 
from both primary and sec-
ondary sources

•  balanced, fair and sensitive 
presentation

•  sentences, paragraphs 
of varied length; written 
clearly, concisely and vividly

•  proper diction/grammar; 
use of punctuation

Diversity Coverage
Stories tell about lifestyles, 
challenges, and potential 
of those from a diverse 
background. Will cover 
more than plight, also 
includes how the subjects 
dealt with it. 

First place winners  
by division

1 Ashley Stein &  
Peter Shahin 
Midland

2 Maddie McCoy 
Wylie E Groves

3 Natalie Wright 
Seaholm 

4 Anne Wyszewianski 
Community

M Jessica Wynblatt 
West Hills

Against All Odds
Autistic swimmer Evan Davis breaks stereotypes in his 
quest for first place on Seaholm swim team

Swimming, continued on page 26
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Environmental Story

Guidelines
•  topic relevant to the school 

or students and covers 
health, science or environ-
mental story that is informa-
tive

•  sharp, attention-getting 
lead grabs reader and 
arouses curiosity

•  shows thorough reporting 
skills through research and 
interviewing

•  effective use of facts/quotes 
from both primary and sec-
ondary sources

•  balanced, fair and sensitive 
presentation

•  sentences, paragraphs 
of varied length; written 
clearly, concisely and vividly

•  proper diction/grammar; 
use of third person

Environmental 
Story
This story will focus on an 
environmental, health or 
science topic. It
can be a straight news 
story or an investigative 
piece.

First place winners  
by division

1 Maggie Moore,  
Murphy Leins & Staff 
Midland 

2 Kate McFadden 
HH Dow

3 Jessica Ranke 
Andover

4 Savannah Dix, Clare Lauer 
& Julia Kortberg

M Arielle Wolf 
West Hills

A change of life, not life-changing
Freshman Hadley Horton has been diagnosed with diabetes

Jessica Ranke 
Andover High School

Arriving home from her trip over Thanksgiving vaca-
tion, Hadley Horton’s life was about to change. 

“When I got to the doctor’s office, the doctor just 
kind of looked at me and was like, ‘you’ve got to go to 
the hospital,” the 15 year-old freshman explains. “I cried 
because it was such a shock. I was scared. But when I got 
into the hospital people asked if I was a visitor [because 
just by looking at me] they would never have known I 
was sick.”

Horton explains that upon noticing heightened 
thirst, she suspected something was wrong and tested her 
blood sugar with a glucose meter the family had at home. 
When the results came back higher than normal, Horton 
went to go see her doctor. 

On November 30, Horton became one of more than 
13,000 teenagers a year who are diagnosed with the 
lifelong condition type 1 diabetes. 

According to pediatrician Dr. Rachel George, diabe-
tes results from the body’s lack of insulin. There are two 
different types of diabetes: type 1 and type 2. 

“As a medical professional, it is a challenge giving the 
news to families [because] this is a life-long thing. There 
is no cure,” says George. 

Of the two types, George explains, “If a teen is diag-
nosed with type 1, it is a real shock, [because now] they 
have to take insulin, check their blood sugar multiple 
times a day and go on a diet. Type 1 diabetes also needs 
to take an insulin shot. This changes their lifestyle and 
makes it much more disciplined.”

Since hearing the news that his oldest of two daugh-
ters was diagnosed with this chronic condition, Dave 
Horton tries to maintain a positive attitude. 

“My initial reaction was ‘wow, this is my kid and she 
has [diabetes].’ I was disappointed. I knew how devastat-
ing diabetes can be, this is [now] a life long thing for 
her,” says Dave Horton. “But my feeling today is that 
this is my kid, and I can’t cure it but I can do everything 
possible to make it easier. We’re not distraught over it 
because it know it is very manageable.”

Hadley also shares her father’s optimistic outlook 
concerning her condition.

“It’s just one extra thing I would never have thought 
I’d have to worry about,” she says. “But it’s not going to 

affect me in a way like I’m going to die early. The fact 
that I’m going to have to depend on insulin my whole 
life is scary, but I’ve got to deal with it,” Horton contin-
ues. “But it’s not going to affect anything besides what I 
have to do. It’s just one more thing to worry about and 
another thing I’m going to have to deal with my whole 
life.”

Now as one of the 10 percent of diabetics diagnosed 
with type 1, Horton learns that the consequences of ig-
noring her condition can lead to serious health complica-
tions in both the short and long term. 

“If you are insulin dependent and don’t take it the 
blood sugar goes high and you can get dehydrated and 
go into a coma,” says George. 

“Diabetes is a condition that damages all blood ves-
sels so it can affect the heard, kidney, eyes, nerves and 
gonads. If you don’t take proper care, not only can you 
go into a coma, you can also sustain long term damage.” 

Horton has remained on top of her condition with 
the support of her friend, freshman Camille Jonna, who 
was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes nearly four years ago.

“Hadley tested me and she said, ‘I found out we more 
in common that I thought’ and told me she had diabetes. 
I started crying because I knew what she was going to go 
through and I knew it was going to be hard for her,” says 
Jonna. “It was such a surprise to find out. I told her I will 
always be there for her. We’re both kind of there for each 
other now.”

Jonna showed her support by visiting Horton during 
her three-day stay at the Beaumont Hospital in Royal 
Oak soon after she was diagnosed. There, she explain 
to Horton what she would be going through during 
the next few months and assured her friend that things 
would get better.

“When I was in the hospital, Camille came to see me 
and she explained to me how the first couple of weeks 
you’re going to be saying ‘why me, why is this me,’” says 
Horton.

But after a while, she said it’s like brushing your 
teeth; you think about it and you do it. It’s not some-
thing that’s going to take up your time.”

Although in the past few months her diet may have 
changed and she’s acquired some new responsibilities, 
Horton insists she is no different from the person she 
was before her diagnosis. She says, diabetes is simply “a 
change of life, not life-changing.”
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Alternative Story Form

Guidelines
• should be a story told in a 

unique, alternative way.
• this is not a traditional story 

as in inverted pyramid, news 
anecdotal, analysis or feature 
narrative.

• story is told with quick facts, 
it’s a quick read that pro-
vides readers with a unique 
approach to a story.

• while the read is quick, 
ASF should provide reader 
with complete information. 
Readers should not be left 
asking questions.

• organization is such that story 
is easy to follow and logical, 
even though it’s in an alterna-
tive way.

•  ASF is visually engrossing, 
bringing readers in through 
strong use of typography and 
other types of visuals.

•  should not be packaged 
with another story or part of 
another story.

•  stands totally alone as a story-
telling device.

•  submission only considered if 
submitted with entire page on 
which it was featured.

Alternative Story 
Form
ASF consists of a whole 
story told in an alterna-
tive way. It can consist of 
anything that is not a tra-
ditional story form. There 
should be visual destina-
tions, good use of typog-
raphy, easy to scan, well 
organized, can provide 
quick facts and deep con-
text. It should not include 
traditional narrative.

First place winners  
by division
1 Aaron Kuhn 

Rochester

2 Chandler Clay, Jack Wink 
& Eric Goble 
Stoney Creek

3 Staff 
Seaholm

4 Hannah Nowicki &  
Andrew Beauman 
Haslett

M Tyler Dilts, Rachel Mattson, 
Taylor McCarthy &  
Megan Moran 
Mona Shores 

By Chandler Clay, Jack Wink & Eric Goble, Stoney Creek High School
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Sports Feature Story

Guidelines
•  lead captures attention, 

arouses curiosity
•  emphasizes new element, 

fresh angle
•  colorful, lively presentation; 

effective form/style
•  reflects adequate re-search, 

sound interviewing tech-
niques

•  avoids summaries of pub-
lished materials

•  effective use of facts/ 
quotes

•  interesting; appeals to the  
reader’s emotions

•   proper diction/grammar

Sports Feature
Stories may include per-
sonality profile, informa-
tive, interpretive (why), 
and/or human interest 
specifically related to 
sports.

First place winners  
by division

1 Junior Mwemba 
Midland

2 Troy Seeley 
Grosse Pointe North

3 Jessica Ranke 
Andover

4 Mira Fishman &  
Anika Steppe 
Community

M Fiona Muha 
Traverse City East

Fiona Muha 
Traverse City East Middle School

Her legs pump and her muscles groan. She hears the 
cheers of the crowd and glimpses of colors flash by. She 
doesn’t hesitate. Instead, Samantha Eisenhauer, ’16, leans 
forward, bracing herself for the jump, the twist, the land-
ing. She’s out there again. She’s racing. 

Eisenhauer has been motocross racing for five years. 
“It’s really fun to go out there and just peddle,” she said. 

While racing, one thought flows  through Eisenhauer’s 
mind.

“I think, ‘just stay focused on what I’m doing, and I’ll 
be good,’” she said. 

In 2004, her brother became interested in the sport 
when he came across a motocross website. Eisenhauer 
started practicing and competing too. Motocross is primar-
ily a boys’ sport, but that didn’t stop her. “It feels awesome,” 
Eisenhauer said. “The boys get amazed at how fast I am.”

She likes competing against boys. When she beats 
them, her self-confidence soars.

“I like to show the boys I’m just as good or better than 
them, even though I’m a girl,” she said.

When people hear about Eisenhauer’s passion, they 
are often surprised. But, what most of them don’t know is 
that every day, race or practice, is a battle for Eisenhauer. 
Sometimes she wins. Sometimes she has to surrender.

Eisenhauer has Type One diabetes. This means her 
body does not produce enough insulin, a hormone that 
converts sugar and other food into energy. If her blood 
sugar is too low, she can’t ride because her fingers get shaky, 
and she might faint. She just has to put her race on hold. 
To prevent this, Eisenhauer brings snacks to each competi-
tion in case her blood sugar drops. 

When she first learned about her diabetes five years ago, 
Eisenhauer was scared and worried. 

“The doctors told me my body was so messed up, they 
thought I wouldn’t make it,” she said. But her disease has 
made her more determined. 

“I like to push past and do well,” Eisenhauer said. “It’s 
showing people that even kids with diseases can win at 
sports.”

Eisenhauer’s family is very loving and encouraging. 
They all come to watch her competitions. They let her 
know if someone is gaining on her from behind, so she can 
go faster. It really helps. 

“It makes me feel happy that they’re there to support 
me, and it makes me want to not stop,” Eisenhauer said. 

Recently, Eisenhauer took third place at the Can-Am 
State Championship BMX.

Eisenhauer has only gotten one serious injury from 
motocross. Three years ago, when she was eight years old, 
Eisenhauer broke her left arm. She was going around a 
berm, and one of her pedals was not positioned correctly. 
She chipped into the asphalt and fell on her arm. 

“I always say, ‘If you think you’re gonna fall, you’re 
gonna fall,’” she said. 

Eisenhauer’s dream is to go all the way to the profes-
sional level of motocross.

“Once I’m a professional, I can go teach people how to 
race,” she said. 

She practices once a week for two hours, and her family 
tries to eat healthy on race nights. 

“I love it because it’s so much fun to do. To go out there 
and compete and have fun with your friends,” Eisenhauer 
said. 

Eisenhauer’s motocross bike is definitely a girl’s bike 
with pink handlebars and a pink brake handle. But it’s not 
her bike that makes her stand out.

Even though her leg muscles groan, they are strong 
enough to pull ahead. She leans forward and completes the 
jump. In triumph, Eisenhauer crosses the finish line.

A hobby or an identity?
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Double Shots
Kyle Sawyer and Adam Gulick 
Grand Ledge High School

Sports Column

Sports Column
Each story must consist of 
samples of two columns 
under the same standing 
head, authorized by the 
same writer(s). Each col-
umn must carry bylines or 
other writer identification 
to indicate the personal 
nature of the content. Each 
entry in this category must 
be written by a different 
writer(s).

Guidelines
•  sharp, attention-getting 

lead
•  expresses personal opin-

ion; uses consistent style; 
demonstrates knowledge of 
sports

•  reflects thought/research,  
freshness, individuality;  
avoids cliches

•  effective use of facts/ 
quotes or supportive mate-
rial

•  informative, interesting,  
entertaining

•  upholds journalistic integrity
•  sentences, paragraphs 

of varied length; written 
clearly, concisely and vividly

•  proper diction/grammar

First place winners  
by division

1 Kyle Sawyer &  
Adam Gulick 
Grand Ledge

2 Liz Sawyer 
Waterford Kettering

3 Lily Doher 
Northwest

4 Spencer McDonald 
Community

M John Loch 
Brownell

November 2009
Kyle Sawyer: Order up… This month we are making 

the rounds on some of the bests and worsts in sports… 
Adam, I’ve been wondering… Since Chad Johnson’s 
name switch was approved by the NFL this seas to 
Ochocinco, what athlete has the best name in sports?

Adam Gulick: Hands down, former NASCAR driver 
Dick Trickle has the best name in sports history.” 

KS: How does somebody get stuck with that? What 
a name. But Dick Trickle is not even the best Dick in 
sports. That title should go to Hall of Fame linebacker 
Dick Butkus. However, the best name in all of sports 
belongs to Chief Kickingstallionsims, the 7 foot 1 inch 
giant center from Alabama A&M.

AG: Shot number two… Best and worst sportscast-
ers?

KS: The best sportscaster for the last ten years has 
been Jim Nantz of CBS. Nantz calls every big event and 
that voice just soothes the sporting soul.

AG: I would throw Gus Johnson up there as well. 
But I believe we all can agree on who fills the bottom 
of the announcing barrel... Rick Majerus. The former 
Utah coach turned wanna-be television personality said 
former Michigan State forward Goran Suton, “has good 
footwork because he is from Europe.” I don’t know if 
there is something different in the water in Europe, but 
somebody should definitely tell ‘Big Rick’ to drop the 
headset and stick to hotdogs.

KS: Final shot… best and worst team mascots.
AG: I’d say the top spot should be shared by Sparty 

and Syracuse’s Otto. Who knew a little orange blob 
could have so much charisma? Now who do you award 
the worst team mascot? It has to be that pine tree from 
Stanford right? I mean that thing is ugly and he cannot 
dance.

KS: I can only think of one worse… brace yourself. 
The fighting poet out of Whittier (California) College. 
Probably the only thing to fear when teams walk into 
their house is a literature lesson. 

AG: Ouch… Bartender, check please.

February 2010
Kyle Sawyer: Order up! Adam, February is here! Of 

course there are flowers and boxes of chocolate to give to 
mothers and girlfriends this Valentine’s Day, but that still 
leaves room for our favorite female athletes. So I must know, 
if you could, who would you give your Sidelines’ sports 
valentine to?

Adam Gulick: First off, I will volunteer some of my Ten-
nessee love to the adorable UT women’s basketball coach, Pat 
Summit. What is more attractive than 1,000 wins, a sharp 
southern accent, and those creamy orange sports jackets?

KS: Not many things are. But hey, if you are taking the 
coach, I’ll give mine to the beautiful woman on the other 
side of the court. ESPN sideline reporter Erin Andrews 
would make the perfect valentine, seeing she is better looking 
and knows more about sports than I do. An intimidating 
combination. 

AG: That is so true. Speaking of intimidation, how would 
you like to step up to the plate against a 71 mph riseball? 
Even worse, it is coming from the dominant, yet dazzling 
arm of the beautiful Jennie Finch. 

KS: No thanks! Even more impressive to me, though, was 
after leading the U.S. to Olympic gold in 2004, Finch was 
presented a chance to pose for Playboy. She declined because 
she wanted to be a role model for young women. Truly 
deserving of a Sidlines’ valentine. 

AG: Many qualities can get you a Sidelines’ valentine, it is 
not just about winning is it?

KS: That is right. Nobody said you have to win to get a 
Sidelines’ valentine. You just gotta be hot!

AG: Much like my earlier selection Pat Summit. (laughs)
KS: How dare you. She is a nice lady!
AG: Moving on, another vixen well worth a Sidelines’ 

valentine is Cal-Berkeley pole-vaulter Allison Stokke. In high 
school, she severely sprained her knee approaching her jump 
in the state finals. Yet, she courageously gathered herself, and 
did so in style, setting a new California state record of 13 feet 
and 7 inches on her very next jump. 

KS: Wow! That sounds just as deserving of a movie deal 
as a Sidelines’ valentine. One female athlete who has had no 
problem in show business is IndyCar superstar Danica Pat-
rick. Every man loves a woman who can take the wheel, but 
how about the first woman to ever win an IndyCar race?

AG: Even better, she was the first celebrity model to 
ever pose in back-to-back SI Swimsuit Issues, and her risqué 
GoDaddy.com commercials were the most viewed of the 
2009 Super Bowl. 

KS: Yeah, imagine how many web surfers go to that 
site looking for a sexy love affair, only to be disappointed 
that GoDaddy sells internet domains. Sorry fellas, we have 
Danica’s heart because she gets the fifth and final Sidelines’ 
valentine. 

AG: Bartender… check please!
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Sports News Story

Michelle Koenigsknecht 
Grand Rapids Catholic Cenral High School

As Aaron Shwallier (’11) touched the wall beneath 
him, Mitch Cavanaugh (’11) dove into the pool, the 
fourth leg of the 200 medley relay in the opening meet 
of the year. Strong swims by his relay teammates had 
given him a good lead, and the entire CC squad knew 
what was riding on his performance — a state qualifying 
time. 

Eyes flicked between the pool and the clock, which 
seemed to be speeding up as Cavanaugh sprinted the last 
15 yards. 

The time to beat was 1:48.99. 
After one final stroke, Cavanaugh touched the wall 

at 1:48:63, securing the relay team’s spot in the state 
competition. In addition to Cavanaugh and Schwallier, 
the qualifying team consisted of Andrew Grabow (’12) 
and Kevin Berry (’10). 

In that same meet, which the team lost to Jenison, 
Schwallier also got a state qualifying time in the 100 
butterfly. 

Thrilled that the team qualified in two events so early 
in the season, something that has never happened before, 
Coach John Hams rewarded them with the next day free 
from practice. To make him even happier, Cavanaugh 
qualified for states in the 50 freestyle at the dual meet 
against East Grand Rapids, only the second meet of the 
season. 

Led by senior captains Kevin Danhof and Dan Dool, 
the Cougars next focused with Forest Hills, who took the 
Rainbow Conference Title last year. 

The Forest Hills swim team is made up of the three 
high schools in the Forest Hills District, making them a 
Division 1 team and tough competition for the Division 
3 Cougars. 

“The Forest Hills meet is our biggest meet of the 
season,” Dool said. “The outcome could determine the 
Conference winner.”

The Forest Hills meet took place on January 8. The 
Cougars lost, but swam a good meet, with a close score 
of 108-78. 

“We did really well at the Forest Hills meet,” Hams 
said. “It was such a close meet and it was just a great 
overall team effort.”

The team also had big meets against West Catholic 
and Hastings. They are also looking forward to Confer-
ence prelims and finals on February 25-27, and the state 
meet on March 9-13. 

“This season is so much better than last,” Dool said. 
“The team gets along so well and works harder. We 
should have a strong rest of the season.”

A big part of the team that does not get as much 
recognition as the swimmers is the divers. 

Diving is a big part of the overall score in a meet, 
and the swimmers rely a lot on their three divers: senior 
Nick Collins and newcomers Jacob Soltysiak (’11), and 
Stephen Cimbalik (’12). 

“Our divers are doing great,” Hams said. “They con-
tinue to improve every meet, and all of them have a good 
chance of making regionals.”

With it being very clearly in the season, and with 
many dual meets left, Hams believes the team is off to a 
good start and will finish the year strongly.

“We are doing much better than last year,” Hams 
said. “We will most likely win the rest of our dual meets, 
and the conference meet will be a big battle against For-
est Hills. Hopefully our depth will help us get the win.”

On January 24, the team beat Creston/Central, but 
were even more excited about additional state qualifying 
times: the 200 free and 400 free relay, both made up of 
Danhof, Schwallier, Cavanaugh and Geoff Albaugh (’10).

Boys’ team qualifies for states in first meet
Impressive start in swim, dive builds confidence as team 
moves through conference

Guidelines
•  lead features interesting,  

important angle
•  uses colorful, lively style
•  avoids cliches, editorializing
•  displays knowledge of 

sports; uses understandable 
terms

•  shows research/interviewing 
skills; emphasizes how and 
why

•  effective use of facts/ quotes
•  proper diction/grammar; use 

of the third person
•  unity/coherence

Sports News
Sports news stories may 
include general sports 
news or sports events and 
are constructed in news 
style.

First place winners  
by division

1 Matt Deater 
Grand Haven

2 Paul Sidlosky 
Wylie E Groves

3 Alex Anderegg 
Mona Shores 

4 Michelle Koenigsknecht 
Grand Rapids Catholic 
Central

M Megan Hertel 
Mona Shores
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Sports Photo

Sports Photo
Any non-portrait action 
photo directly related to 
sporting events should be 
entered in this category. 
Photos will be judged on 
both the quality of the 
photo as printed and how it 
was used in the publication.

Guidelines
•  effective cropping to center 

of interest 
•  clear, sharp details 
•  good, sharp contrast with 

varied levels of grays, black, 
and white or colors 

•  attracts, holds reader’s 
attention 

•  avoids distracting back/ 
foreground 

•  all elements in photo com-
bine with caption  
to tell story 

•  action, rather than posed 
photo 

•  captures dramatic moment

First place winners  
by division

1 Jongchan Kim 
Novi

2 Matt Currie 
Okemos

3 Lauren Daugherty 
Dexter

4 Colleen Oberc 
Mercy

M Mallika Madduri 
Mona Shores

By Mallika Madduri, Mona Shores Middle School
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News/Feature Phototograph

News/Feature 
Photo
Photos in this category 
should be non-portrait, 
non-sports photos based 
either on on-the-spot 
coverage of an event that 
had news value and time-
liness, or on the drama 
and emotion characteristic 
of features. Photos will be 
judged on both the qual-
ity of the photo as printed 
and how it was used in the 
publication.

Guidelines
•  effective cropping to center 

of interest
•  clear, sharp details
•  good, sharp contrast with 

varied levels of grays, black 
and white or colors

•  attracts, holds reader’s 
attention

•  avoids distracting back/ 
foreground

•  all elements in photo com-
bine with caption to tell 
story

•  action, rather than posed 
photo

•  underscores news/feature 
importance

First place winners  
by division1 

1 Maggie Moore 
Midland

2 Jess Reimers 
Okemos

3 Jacob Cochran 
Mason

4 Sarah Spohn 
Laingsburg

M Rebecca Hamel 
Bunker

By Jess Reimers, Okemos High School
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Portrait

Portrait
Photos in this category 
must show the personality 
and/or character of the 
people and/or animals 
photographed. No more 
than two subjects should 
be featured in the picture. 
Sports portraits should be 
entered in this category. 
Photos will be judged on 
both the quality of the 
photo as printed and how 
it was used in the publica-
tion.

Guidelines
•  effective cropping to center 

of interest 
•  clear, sharp details 
•  good, sharp contrast with 

varied levels of grays, black, 
and white or colors

•  attracts, holds reader’s 
attention 

•  avoids distracting back/
foreground 

•  background appropriate for 
subject 

•  natural appearance rather 
than posed photo 

•  emphasizes personality of 
subject 

First place winners  
by division

1 Sarah Letson 
Novi 

2 Marisa Taphouse 
Traverse City Central

3 Cole Myhre 
Mona Shores

4 Erin Kirkland 
Mercy

M Rebecca Hamel 
Bunker

By Sarah Letson, Novi High School
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Editorial Cartoon

By Gabe Altomare, Dexter High School

Editorial Cartoon
This category includes 
only editorial cartoons. 
This cartoon appears 
on the editorial/opinion 
page. It makes a point and 
delivers commentary or 
opinion.

Guidelines
•  appears on editorial page
•  simple in design
•  shows high technical quality
•  centered on one topic
•  timely
•  subject familiar to reader in 

everyday life
•  displays artistic talent
•  message succinctly stated

First place winners 
by division

1 Andrew Laitnen 
Wayne Memorial

2 Leah McGee 
South Lyon

3 Gabe Altumare 
Dexter HS

4 Nicole Liccardello 
South Lake

M No winner
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Comic Strip

By Rod Jennings, Shrine High School

First place winners  
by division

1 Andrew Laitinen 
Wayne Memorial

2 Ashley Allis 
Okemos

3 Marissa Klee-Peregon 
Loy Norrix

4 Rod Jennings 
Shrine 

Comic Strip
Each installment of a 
comic strip counts as a 
separate entry. The pur-
pose of the comic strip is 
to entertain.

Guidelines
•  entertaining
•  simple in design
•  shows high technical quality
•  centered on one topic
•  timely
•  subject familiar to reader in 

his everyday life
•  displays artistic talent
•  message succinctly stated

this is what time, this is how many 
strokes you have to do,’ and have been 
really helpful.”

For the most part, though, Evan 
will keep to himself. 

“He sits around, and he’s pretty 
quiet,” Emily Davis said. “He has this 
security blanket, he has some video 
that is recorded on his video camera, 
and he’ll sit there and he’ll listen to it, 
and that’s his security blanket. It helps 
him relax.”

Since joining the team, Evan Davis 
has enhanced more than just his swim-
ming. 

“Actually, what I’ve noticed 
throughout the course of the season,” 
Wyllie said, “is as he’s become part of 
the team, his communication skills 
have gotten better. He can carry on a 
very simple conversation.”

Evan Davis has done more than 

just go faster this swim season; he has 
become an inspiration to anybody 
with a disability who wants to achieve 
something. 

“I would hope that it sends a mes-
sage to the rest of the school,” Wyllie 
said, “that if you’re willing to do what 
it takes to be a part of this team, it 
doesn’t matter who you are or where 
you come from, you’re more than wel-
come to be a part of the team. And if 
you do what the rest of the team does, 
you’re going to amaze yourself, just in 
terms of how good at this sport you 
can get, because I think he’s probably 
swimming faster than he ever thought 
he could.”

Evan Davis has not only become 
an inspiration physically, but has also 
conquered his social boundaries.

“He’s never really had that niche,” 
Emily Davis said. “Something that he 

can do. He’s always s home, watch-
ing videos, watching Youtube on his 
camera, and now finally he has some-
thing. He can go out every day, he 
has a schedule, he swims three hours 
a day. It’s really great. He’s happy that 
he’s found something and he’s making 
friends.” 

“He’s just a regular part of the 
team,” Wyllie said. “Just like everyone 
else. We all have different strengths we 
bring to the team, some bring humor, 
some bring raw speed, some bring 
strength, others bring camaraderie. 
And Evan, his presence on the team 
brings out the best in the guys because 
everybody looks out for everybody 
else. That’s one of the unique features 
of the boys’ team in general. Ev-
erybody looks out for one another. 
He’s just a part of the team, just like 
everybody else.”

Swimming, continued from page 16
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Illustration

Illustration
This category includes 
photo illustration, origi-
nal artwork or original 
computer artwork used to 
establish a theme or mood 
with the intent to enhance 
any news/feature/sports 
article. 

Guidelines
•  clearly develops a theme or 

mood to enhance story
•  displays artistic talent within 

potential for expression 
using art, photography or 
computer

•  photos offer good, sharp 
contrast with varied levels of 
grays, black and white 

•  art shows knowledge of 
composition, line and shad-
ing

•  attracts, holds reader’s atten-
tion  

•  uses color, screens, typogra-
phy and detail effectively

•  sizes and placement draw 
reader’s attention to story 
without overwhelming con-
tent

•  shows thought and creativity

First place winners  
by division

1 Cam Pohl 
Grand Ledge

2 Betty Buynak 
Waterford Kettering

3 Lindsay Boeck &  
Josh Cohen 
Seaholm

4 Kayla Stoler 
Community

M Alex Mitchell 
Brownell

By Alex Mitchell, Brownell MS
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Information Graphic

Information 
Graphic
This category includes 
charts, graphs or diagrams 
created by hand or by com-
puter and used to  
supplement or replace 
written content and give 
the reader information in a 
visual form. 

Guidelines
•  clearly enhances the story
•  visuals help clarify, simplify 

or visualize information
•  visually attractive
•  avoids excessive lines and/

or illustrations that might 
confuse the reader but 
shows effective detail

•  entertaining and/or infor-
mative

•  clear lines and even strokes 
as opposed to retraced or 
broken lines

•  taken advantage of art of 
computer technology 

•  uses color, screens, typog-
raphy and placement effec-
tively

First place winners  
by division

1 Melanie Pomaville 
Grand Ledge

2 Anthony Sitto 
Utica

3 Bridged Sanders,  
Rachel Rohr &  
Madeline McIlhon 
Andover

4 Kayla Stoler 
Community

M Ben Malley 
Brownell

By Anthony Sitto, Utica High School
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Advertising Layout

Advertising Layout
This category includes ads 
for which students have 
created the artwork or pho-
tography, written heads and 
copy and done the layout. 
Professionally created logos 
may be used. Ads should be 
attractive, informative and 
give all essential informa-
tion. This entry is a single 
advertisement, not a page of 
advertisements.

Guidelines
•  copy provides desired infor-

mation
•  copy appropriate: concise, 

specific and fast moving
•  copy attempts to motivate 

the reader
•  illustrations/photos clear
•  parts of the ad assembled to 

give interesting  
appearance (balance)

•  gaze motion or eye move-
ment arranged properly

•  distinctive: simplicity, action, 
emphasis, color, photography

•  standing details attractively 
arranged (trademark, name, 
address)

First place winners  
by division

1 Laura Nowak 
L’Anse Creuse North

2 Courtney Wright 
Flushing

3 Gabe Menchaca 
Andover

4 Elizabeth Brockway 
Quincy

M April Butler 
Bunker

By Laura Nowak, L’Anse Creuse North
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Front Page/News Magazine Style

Front Page 
Magazine
Page contains nameplate 
and references to inside 
stories. Page generates 
reader interest and uses 
effective photos and/
or artwork. Page will be 
evaluated for overall use 
of space.

Guidelines
•  attractive nameplate, 

harmonizes with design, 
includes date, issue, volume, 
school, city and state

•  cover should be  
considered work of art

•  strongly relates to the inside 
contents

•  maintains visual interest
•  cover illustration (if used) 

may be compelling in size 
with a possible teaser head-
line depicting the mood of 
the story

•  photos effectively cropped, 
of varied size, shape, 
emphasizing action

•  cover can refer readers to 
inside pages

First place winners  
by division

1 Amy Pochodylo,  
Anna Wendzinski & 
Mallory Burcz 
Troy

2 Kelsey Kaptur 
North Farmington

3 Josh Csapo &  
Bryan Pooler 
Fenton

4 Kayla Stoler 
Community

M Mallika Madduri 
Mona Shores 
 

By Josh Csapo & Bryan Pooler, Fenton High School
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Front Page/Newspaper Style

Front Page-
Newspaper
Page contains nameplate. 
No advertising used on 
this page. Page will be 
evaluated for content and 
design for overall use of 
space.

Guidelines
•  attractive nameplate, harmo-

nizes with design, includes 
date, issue, volume, school, 
city, and state 

•  page generates reader inter-
est; showcases important 
content 

•  sound, journalistic style of 
writing 

•  maintains visual interest in 
lower half of page 

•  consistent use of headline 
styles/type faces 

•  photos effectively cropped, 
of varied size, shape, empha-
sizing action 

•  demonstrates effective 
graphic style, with graphic 
devices contributing to 
impact of page 

•  clear relationships demon-
strated between story and 
related pictures/art 

•  cutlines stand out from body 
copy; effective lead-ins used 
for longer cutlines

First place winners  
by division

1 Sarah Paterson 
Saline

2 Liam Zanyk McLean 
HH Dow

3 Kylie McCalla 
Mason

4 Kayley Sopel 
Ithaca

M Tyler Patch, Emily Huth, 
Jeffery Sanchez & Staff 
Bunker

By Kayley Sopel, Ithaca High School



32 A Cut Above

Story Package

Story Package
Content should be based 
on one significant topic 
built around a dominant 
story packaged with sec-
ondary stories. Does not 
need to be a true spread or 
full page design

Guidelines
•  package generates reader 

interest; showcases strongest 
content 

•  one dominant story ele-
ment and graphic element, 
packages with secondary 
elements in form of stories/
graphic 

•  visual elements tie package 
together to create cohe-
siveness, even if package 
extends to another non-con-
secutive page or does not fill 
an entire page

•  graphic devices, if used, con-
tribute to overall impact of 
package  

•  design reflects effective 
graphic style, personality of 
publication 

•  consistent use of headline 
styles/type faces

•  content covers appropriate, 
timely issues/topics

•  stories written in sound, jour-
nalistic style

•  headlines get smaller in 
relation to importance of ele-
ments in package

First place winners  
by division

1 Carly Engel, Emily 
CerVone, Claire Gazoul & 
Max Tkacz 
Grosse Pointe South

2 Staff 
North Farmington

3 Bridget Sanders &  
Rachel Rohr 
Andover

4 Austin Hughes,  
Anne Wyzewianski 
Community

M Mary Spencer 
Brownell

By Staff, North Farmington High School
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Editorial-Opinion Page/Spread

Editorial Opinion 
Page/Spread
Page will be evaluated for 
content and design. At least 
one editorial must appear 
on the page(s) entered. 
Other items may include 
columns, bylined  
opinion, polls, surveys, 
reviews, letter and cartoons. 
The masthead is normally 
on the opinion page. No 
advertising should appear 
on the editorial page, but 
may be used on the op-ed 
page.

Guidelines
•  includes masthead with 

statement of responsibility 
for publication

•  graphic devices, if used, con-
tribute to overall impact of 
page

•  cartoon, illustrations are 
attractive, understandable, 
using shadings/ screenings

•  design reflects effective 
graphic style, personality of 
publication

•  opinion supported by facts, 
research and examples

•  ads not included on editorial 
page

•  strong visual center of inter-
est

•  consistent use of headline 
styles/type faces

•  editorial should be unsigned 
but clearly identifiable 
through standing heads and 
page ID, column width and/
or type size.

•  content covers appropriate, 
timely issues/topics

•  stories written in sound, jour-
nalistic style

First place winners  
by division

1 Ciara Carter 
Everett

2 Sarah Dittrich &  
Connie Chen 
Stoney Creek

3 Hollie Scarberry 
Fenton

4 Mira Fishman 
Community

M Sammy Burmeister &  
Lindy Torvinen 
Mona Shores

By Ciara Carter, Everett High School
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By Haley Birkett, Grand Haven High School

Feature Page/Spread

Feature Page/
Spread
Pages will be evaluated 
for content and design. 
Content may be based on 
a single story, a package of 
related stories, or diverse 
feature stories. Advertising 
may or may not in incorpo-
rated into the page design.

Guidelines
•  page generates reader inter-

est; showcases strongest 
content

•  strong visual center of inter-
est; page maintains visual 
interest throughout

•  consistent use of headline 
styles/typefaces; special 
types restricted to unique 
packaging of a single ele-
ment

•  photos effectively cropped, 
of varied size, shape, empha-
sizing action

•  demonstrated effective 
graphic style with graphic 
devices contributing to 
impact of page

•  clear relationships demon-
strated between story and 
related pictures, art

•  content reflects student 
interest

•  stories written according to 
sound journalistic style

First place winners  
by division

1 Haley Birkett 
Grand Haven

2 Hannah Beckey &  
Aleks Marshall 
HH Dow

3 Summer Ballentine &  
Erika Dewitt 
Fenton

4 Kayla Stoler  
Community

M Staff 
Brownell
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Sports Page/Spread
Pages will be evaluated 
for content and design. 
Content is restricted to 
sports. Advertising may or 
may not be included on 
these pages.

Guidelines
•  avoids sports jargon,   cliches 

• strong visual center of inter-
est; visually attractive top and 
bottom 

•  demonstrates knowledge of 
subject 

•  consistent use of headline 
styles/typefaces; head sizes 
indicate importance of story

•  cutlines stand out from body 
copy; effective lead-ins used 
for longer  
cutlines 

•  graphic devices and ads, if 
used, contribute to impact of 
page, are attractively pack-
aged, and encourage reader-
ship 

•  clear relationship between 
story and related pictures/ 
art; potential for each story to 
draw readers 

•  photos effectively cropped, 
of varied size, shape, and 
emphasizing action 

•  page design reflects person-
ality, contributes to attractive-
ness of page

First place winners  
by division

1 Kevin Burkhart 
Jackson

2 Chandler Clay, Jack Wink 
& Eric Goble 
Stoney Creek

3 Jake Gordon 
Andover

4 Kayley Sopel 
Ithaca

M Sammy Burmeister 
Mona Shores

By Kevin Burkhart, Jackson High School

Sports Page/Spread
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News Page/Spread

News Page/Spread
Pages will be evaluated 
for content and design. 
Content is restricted to 
news. Advertising may or 
may not be included on 
these pages.

Guidelines
•  most important story is in 

top half of page
•  graphic devices, if used, con-

tribute to overall impact of 
page

• design reflects effective 
graphic style, personality of 
publication

•  strong visual center of inter-
est

•  consistent use of headline 
styles/type faces

•  content covers appropriate, 
timely issues/topics

• stories written in sound, 
journalistic style

• headlines get smaller as 
they go down the page

First place winners  
by division

1 Murphy Leins 
Midland

2 Rachel Bradzinski 
Utica

3 Erika Dewitt 
Fenton

4 Clare Lauer & Julia Kortberg 
Community

M Staff 
Brownell

By Rachel Bradzinski, Utica High School
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Entertainment Page/Spread

First place winners  
by division

1 Nate Niemerowicz 
Grand Haven

2 Staff 
Grosse Pointe North

3 Sam Bugala &  
Brennan Halliday 
Fenton

4 Kayla Stoler 
Community

M Nicole Shady 
Mona Shores

Guidelines
•  page generates reader inter-

est; showcases strongest con-
tent

•  strong visual center of inter-
est; page maintains visual 
interest throughout

•  includes logos/labels to sepa-
rate types of entertainment 
(books, videos, music, etc)

•  consistent use of headlines 
styles/typefaces; special types 
restricted to unique packag-
ing of a single element

• photos effectively cropped, of 
varied size, shape, emphasiz-
ing action

•  demonstrates effective graph-
ic style with graphic devices 
contributing to impact of 
page

• clear relationships demon-
strated between story and 
related pictures, art 

• cutlines stand out from body 
copy; effective lead-ins used 
for longer cutlines

• content reflects student inter-
ests

• stories written according to 
sound journalistic style

Entertainment Page/
Spread
Pages will be evaluated 
for content and design. 
Content is restricted to 
features and news dealing 
with entertainment (music, 
plays, movies, reviews). 
Advertising may or may not 
be included on these pages.

By Staff, Grosse Pointe North High School
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Photo Story

First place winners  
by division

1 Shane Kommer 
Wayne Memorial

2 Hannah Colbom &  
Amelia Flynn 
Grosse Pointe North

3 Lindsay Boeckl 
Seaholm

4 Taylor Parker 
Haslett

M Staff 
Bunker

Guidelines
•  page includes at least three 

or four photos on related 
theme

•  headline and cutlines are 
evident

•  byline is included
•  copy, if used, is well-written 

and appropriate
•  photos are of good quality
•  dominant photo is evident
•  pictures work together to 

tell the story 

Photo Story
A photo story would 
include the use of at least 
three or four photos on 
a related theme to tell 
a story. It must include 
headline and captions and 
may include copy. Judging 
will be on the overall 
impact of the contests and 
layout. Submit tear sheet 
only.

By Shane Kommer, Wayne Memorial High School
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Professionally Published Page

Professionally 
Published Page
Page has be to published 
in a professional newspa-
per. Send complete page. 
Page will be judged on 
stories, design and pho-
tography.

Guidelines
•  shows balance of news, 

sports, feature, opinion, in-
depth

•  presents evidence of good 
design (modular, dominant 
element, visually appealing, 
etc.)

•  page is clearly identified as 
school/student page

•  flag is evident with name of 
school, address, date, etc.

•  distinctive style is apparent
•  editorial is placed in a dis-

tinctive location on page
•  consideration of audience 

is evident (relevant topic, 
issues covered)

First place winners by 
division

1 Thomas Mann &  
Ellen Reqorrah 
Hartland 

2 Eric Knapp & Jeff LaHaye 
Utica

3 Meranda Figueroa 
Fenton

4 Katie Bimberg,  
Shawn Bimberg &  
Sabine Streck 
South Lake

M No winner

By Thomas Mann & Ellen Reqorrah, Hartland High School


