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January 2011

Dear Friends of Journalism:

This is the 14th issue of Michigan Interscholastic Press Association’s A Cut Above, which contains the best of high 
school journalism in Michigan. The purpose of this booklet is twofold: 1) to showcase the first-place winners 
in the MIPA Individual Category Yearbook Contest and 2) to act as a guide for students and advisers preparing 

contest entries for the 2011 competitions.
In the following pages you will find stories and art by first-place winners among the five divisions 1, 2, 3, 4. 

(Middle Schools were put into Division 4.) We have included category descriptions and judging criteria for each 
category. 

This is how we determine divisions: We look at the number of students from each school that enters the contest. 
We use the numbers from the The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). We put schools in order from the 
largest down to the smallest. Division 1 contains the largest schools, and Division 4 contains the smallest. We try hard 
to put nearly the same number of schools in each division.

We are proud of all the winners and wish we could have published all of them, but size and space dictated how 
many, and in some cases, which ones, were printed. Since all the winning entries were retyped to fit the format, we 
apologize if any errors were made in the stories. Please remember these are just a sampling of the stories.

If you would like to help judge the 2011 entries for the Individual Category Newspaper or Yearbook contests, 
please call the MIPA office at (517) 353-6761 or e-mail mipa@msu.edu. Judging will take place on March 5, 2011, at 
the MSU School of Journalism. We need you!

 I’d like to thank Julie Price, the current newspaper chairperson, and Lynn Strause, the current yearbook 
chairperson, as well as Diane Herder, current video chair, who all did a fantastic job of pulling off last year’s judging. 
This is a huge project, and we all owe them a round of applause!

I’d also like to thank Jayna Salk and Christina Miteff for laying out the pages, taking photographs, scanning images 
and adding the documents. These two MIPA employees work hard for all of us!

Finally, I’d like to thank all the wonderful advisers, the MIPA executive board, The State News staff member, 
professional journalists and School of Journalism faculty for giving up a chunk of your Saturday to come to MSU to 
help judge. Without you, of course, there would be no winners!

For complete information about all of the contests, please check out the MIPA website at www.mipamsu.org. 

Sincerely,
Cheryl M. Pell
MIPA director
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Connor Stack
Fenton High School

After the final trade of the day, the market closed and 
analysts tallied up the losses. On Sept. 29, the stock mar-
ket experienced a 778 point loss, valued at $1.2 trillion, 
the greatest one-day drop ever. News of the downturn 
quickly spread across the country to banks, local busi-
nesses and the home of junior Jon Austin.

“I first heard about the drop by reading about it on-
line,” Austin said. “I was completely surprised something 
like this could happen. The next day in Economics, we 
spent the entire class talking about what caused this and 
what its effects would be around the country and the 
world.”

The blow to the stock market was yet another problem 
in a national financial crisis, and for some, the troubled 
economy could be felt more directly than simply hearing 
about it in a classroom.

“I used to work and Little Dominic’s,” senior Josh 

Pechman said. “Because of the economy, we weren’t 
getting many customers and we eventually had to close. 
It was hard finding another job because not many busi-
nesses were hiring.”

For those like freshman Andrea Reynolds, financial 
problems meant cutting back on expenses.

“With higher prices, we can’t buy certain expensive 
foods as often,” Reynolds said. “We even cut back on 
how often we visit our relatives in Bay City because of gas 
prices.”

Increased economic pressure forced others to make 
tough financial decisions. 
“My step-mom was laid off from Chrysler,” junior 
Hayden Brown said. “Now that there is less money 
coming into the house, we have to cut back on luxuries. 
I’m going to have to put off getting a car until things get 
better.”

While stock brokers watched prices plummet on Wall 
Street, the effects of the economic crisis could be felt by 
hundreds of miles away in the lives of every day people.

Feeling the Pinch
A historic stock market drop and a troubled economy 
force many to make difficult financial choices

Feature Writing: Student Life

Feature Writing: 
Student Life
Feature writing and 
reporting on school and 
community from the 
student life section of the 
book.

First place winners  
by division

1 Faith Miller &  
Brendon White 
Northville

2 Kaitlyn Kent 
Waterford Kettering

3 Connor Stack 
Fenton

4 Raechel Zahrn 
Berrien Springs

Guidelines
•  clear, relevant, engaging 

angle
•  solid lead that draws reader 

into story
• meaningful student quotes 

that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

•  evidence of adequate 
research

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar
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Sports Reporting

David Uberti 
Northville High School

The most vivid memories of freshman year for senior 
captain Kevin Mantay are those of the bus rides back to 
school after matches. He remembers the silence as the 
team returned home, with their heads down, during a 
5-20 season. 

“That year was the last year before Jeff Balagna became 
head coach,” Mantay said. “It was a total change in men-
tality when he started coaching.”

Emphasizing the success of a team as a whole, Balagna 
has drastically changed the attitudes of a group once 
content with personal victories in matches.

“He’s just taught us to just give everything for six 
minutes,” Mantay added. “Even if we lose, he wants us 
to work hard enough in matches to be able to say that we 
lost because we went up against a better wrestler.”

The team exploded to a 25-5 start this season, led 

by senior captains Matthew Hagan, Colin Maresh and 
Mantay. The four years of sweat and toil the three have 
injected into the sport have given rise to a strong program 
from the ashes of their freshman team.

“Each year we’ve gotten better from the last,” Hagan 
said. “The hard work and dedication has paid off.”

Maresh attributes the team’s recent success to a fan-
tastic work ethic that Balagna has instilled in the team, 
including practices over winter break.

“Freshman year, we didn’t know what we were doing,” 
Maresh explained. “Now we’re a lot more consistent.”

The senior wrestlers’ journey through periods of defeat 
and then rebuilding has finally led them to the success 
they always expected. And even though the class that has 
seen it all will soon depart the program, it feels that it has 
safely handed the torch to the next generation.

“For us, it’s such a cool thing because we remember 
how it was,” Mantay said. “And the best part is that our 
success this season isn’t to be just a one-year thing.”

Rising from the ashesSports Reporting
Sports reporting for any 
season that makes the 
reader feel that he/she is 
reliving the season.

First place winners  
by division

1 David Uberti 
Northville

2 Dana Pinchoff 
North Farmington

3 Jessica Furmanczyk & 
Megan Brown 
Fenton

4 Rachael Reeves & 
Christian King 
Ithaca HS

Guidelines
•  solid lead that draws reader 

into story
•  meaningful student quotes 

that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

• evidence of adequate 
research

•  story gives reader a clear 
picture of season highlights 
and outcome with relevant 
player comments

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar



 A Cut Above 7

Raechel Zahrn 
Berrien Springs High School

Cody Saroni (12) intended to spend a week with sand 
between his toes. Coach John Donley had other ideas. 

Each player was warned that if they went on vacation 
during spring break with friends, they’d no longer be play-
ing baseball.

“I had plans to go to Florida with Nick Drach (12), 
but at a team meeting Mr. Donley said that if you went 
on vacation without family then you might as well go 
grab your track shoes,” Cody said. 
Although the players may not have liked staying home, 
they understood Mr. Donley’s logic.

“Donley didn’t let people go because over the years 
people would go on vacation with their friends and totally 
lose focus and come back and some of them wouldn’t play 
up to their potential,” Cody said.

Staying home and bonding during Spring Break is just 

one way that Mr. Donley made his players get more out 
of the game.

“Playing for Mr. Donley I learned a lot of life lessons 
like time commitment, being a part of a team, and being 
disciplined,” Jordan Carrigan (12) said. “If you played 
for Mr. Donley, you’d realize what you get from baseball, 
because it’s so much more than just how to throw and 
catch.”

Mr. Donley believes there are three things that can be 
taught in baseball that can help you later in life.

“I teach the players to show up on time, work hard, 
and to do things consistently,” Mr. Donley said.

Junior Varsity player Zach Foster (10) looks forward to 
playing for Mr. Donley.

“I like that he is a very determined coach by taking 
care of his field and his players,” Zach said. “He’s a very 
good motivator.”

Mr. Donley makes sure his players get more out of the 
game so they don’t strike out in the future.

Future Home Runs
Donley Teaches More Than Baseball

Sports Feature Writing

Sports Feature 
Writing
Any topic that spotlights 
an unusual aspect of any 
event, a coach, a player or 
any controversy.

First place winners  
by division

1 Lauren Bledsoe 
Eisenhower

2 Kristin Nagle 
North Farmington

3 Olivia Keesee &  
Megan Brown 
Fenton

4 Raechel Zahrn 
Berrien Springs

Guidelines
•  clear, relevant, engaging 

angle
•  solid lead that draws reader 

into story
• meaningful student quotes 

that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

•  evidence of adequate 
research

• story meaningfully adds to 
sports coverage

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar
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Academic Writing

Leslie Trentham 
Holt High School

The sunlight fades, the stadium lights burn out, and 
the band members walk out onto the field, clearly visible 
to the on-looking crowd, despite the darkness, from 
the numerous flashing lights and glow sticks covering 
themselves and their instruments. The light show was 
an annual event that each band member looked forward 
to the entire season. “I love hearing the crowd cheer as 
the lights go out and we walk onto the field,” senior Ben 
Allen said. 

What made this performance unique from the rest 
was that the band played in the dark. At halftime, all of 
the lights were put out and all that lit the field were the 
glow sticks and lights on the band members and their in-
struments, making it a necessity for students to memorize 
their steps. 

“People ran into each other a lot. Not me though, I’m 
super sweet. Mostly it was the younger kids,” said senior 
Travis Allen. For the light show, the band combined with 

the junior high and freshman campus bands, giving them 
an opportunity to experience what marching band was 
all about. 

The band members prepared all season long for the 
light show, from practicing their music for the show 
starting in August, to going out the day of the show to 
buy their glow sticks and flashing lights. Band members 
put them on their instruments, the color guard members 
put them on their flags, and the majorettes twirled fire 
batons. 

This light show was different from previous years. For 
the first time in years, the skies were clear and there was 
no rain or snow, finally breaking the light show curse. 
Also, this year, the band was limited with time because 
the light show was held on the same night as senior night. 
“This year was also senior night so we had to cram ev-
erything in to less time than normal,” said junior Payton 
Alagna.

The light show was a crowd favorite every year. Stu-
dents and parents alike got into the light show spirit by 
bringing their own glow sticks for the halftime festivities. 

Lights On
Band Shines in Light Show

Academic Writing
Any copy which features a 
department, a subject or 
unusual academic direc-
tion but not a personality 
profile of a teacher.

First place winners  
by division

1 Glenn Stratton 
Eisenhower

2 Leslie Trentham 
Holt

3 Megan Kolinski &  
Connor Stack 
Fenton

4 Chelsea Saleeby &  
Raechel Zahrn

Guidelines
• clear, relevant, engaging 

angle
• solid lead that draws reader 

into story
•meaningful student quotes 

that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

• evidence of adequate 
research

•story goes beyond simply 
reviewing what happens in 
classroom

• adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar



 A Cut Above 9

Michael Lourie 
North Farmington High School

His feet step, following the beat, body rocking to the 
bass, head whipping side to side. With great energy, he 
leaps, his hand sliding to the ground, feet propelled above 
his head. Suddenly, all motion stops, Kyle freezing in a 
one-handed stand: arm straight, feet flexed, head cocked 
to reveal his smirk. 

In October of 2007, junior Kyle Parent took interest 
in breakdancing. Little did Parent know his personal 
obsession with the break dance scene would evolve to the 
creation of the breakdance club at our school.

“Well, I started breakdancing because, frankly, it just 
looks cool,” Parent said. However, his fascination with 
the art form grew, and for months he studied videos of 
breakdancers, researched the dance craze and practiced his 
footwork and stunts.

By the time junior year came around, Parent found 
the drive to form a club at North Farminton, enlisting the 

help of a friend, senior Young Yi. When the two entered 
the main office, only to obtain a club registration form, 
Ms. Lydia Runkel graciously offered to act as the sponsor; 
the club was formed.

The club soon multiplied from two to ten, bringing 
in sophomores and seniors, wrestlers and band members, 
gymnasts and choir boys. New club member, Vince 
Iacovacci, quickly became ecstatic as he was welcomed to 
become a breakdancer.

“I decided to give breakdancing a shot because it was 
a good hobby to go to from gymnastics. We continued 
to practice, and as I got good, it got more fun,” Iacovacci 
said. 

The boys practice twice a week after school.
“We practice on Mondays and Fridays until 3:45, but 

we usually end up staying until 5,” club member junior 
Jon Burgess said.

For cooks, their niche is in the kitchen. For athletes, 
they are likely found on the field. For the breakdance 
club, Parent says, “Our home in the West Lobby.”

Heels over head
A new club breaks through into North Farmington

Organizations Writing

Organizations 
Writing
Writing that gives the 
reader a fresh view of the 
organization.

First place winners  
by division

1 Lindsay Noonan 
Troy

2 Michael Lourie 
North Farmington

3 Nichole Forand &  
Krista Patch 
Utica

4 Michael Huspen 
Berrien Springs 

Guidelines
•  solid lead that draws reader 

into story
• meaningful student quotes 

that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

•  evidence of adequate 
research

• story does not center on 
purpose of group or simply 
review their activities

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar
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Personality Profile

Christina Venditti 
Eisenhower High School

Underneath a sea of Sharpie swirls, a Myspace bar-
code, a rush of color and a mess of artwork, is the skin of 
junior freelance designer Tyler Kazy.

He draws a different design on his left arm each day 
to advertise the name of his company, Kazy Ink.

Each morning when he wakes up, it seems like a new 
idea pops into his head. Today’s idea: t-shirt designing.

Although the shirt business is in the early stages, he 
already has a marketing plan. He wants to sell a shirt to at 
least one member of each clique in the school.

“We all know there’s exclusive groups in this school,” 
Kazy said. “I just see it as an opportunity to capitalize.”

Even though the t-shirt idea is fresh in his mind, he 
is willing to design whatever he can grasp in his swift 
moving hands. In the past, he has designed tattoos, show 

posters, band logos and Myspace profiles. But his favorite 
gig was designing a CD cover for United Kingdom’s well-
known rap artist Llia.

Kazy sent the artist with a friend request on Myspace 
and within a week Llia replied with a favorable message.

“I was psyched to hear back from Llia because he’s 
one of my favorite artists; and then when I opened the 
message up I read that he wanted me to design a cover for 
him. Llia saw my artwork around my page and he really 
liked it. I was so flattered.”

This time, Kazy sketched out an entire design in only 
two days. When I’m inspired, I can just spit stuff out so 
fast like it’s no big deal.”

His drive to find differences in ordinary subjects 
inspires him to keep moving. It is due to his way of 
thinking that Kazy steps into the world each morning, 
starting with a clean slate, a new page in his sketch-book 
and a blank canvas.

Kazy’s a Work of Art
Whether it’s on the computer or on paper, junior Tyler 
Kazy customizes designs to the commands of others.

Personality Profile
Writing featuring a 
teacher, staff member or 
student that makes the 
character three dimen-
sional.

First place winners  
by division

1 Christina Venditti 
Eisenhower

2 Howard Woods &  
Shira Kresch 
North Farmington

3 Jeff LaHaye 
Utica

4 Victoria Smith 
Ithaca

Guidelines
•  clear, relevant, engaging 

angle that makes story wor-
thy of inclusion

•  solid lead that draws reader 
into story

• meaningful student quotes 
that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

•  evidence of adequate 
research

• story goes beyond superfi-
cial coverage to give a total 
perspective and feel for the 
subject

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar
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Alternative Coverage

Alternative coverage
Any special coverage that 
adds to an indepth topic.

First place winners  
by division

1 David Uberti 
Northville

2 Melinda White 
Waterford Kettering

3 Angela Evanowski & 
Stephanie Carson 
Utica

4 Rachel Howarth 
Breckenridge

Guidelines
•  coverage adds to spread 

contents
•  content is in a form that 

makes it appealing as well 
as accessible to the reader

•  evidence of adequate 
research

•  Contents enhance spread 
coverage by adding mean-
ingful information and/or 
insights

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: 

  • use of active voice
 •freedom from editorial  
 content
 • careful editing and  
 proofreading to elimi 
 nate mechanical errors
 •correct use of grammar

Angela Evanowski & Stephanie Carson, Utica High School
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Headline Writing

By Nicole Norman, Erin Ladd & Katy Black 
Fenton High School

Headline Writing
Include at least three 
examples, including sec-
ondary and primary head-
lines. Do not submit label 
or one-word headlines.

First place winners  
by division

1 Staff 
Troy

2 Erica Hays, Jaclyn Duff, 
Hillary Hall &  
Brook Vailancourt 
Waterford Mott

3 Ashley Austin,  
Taylor Thorpe,  
Jessie Crawford &  
Danielle Duvall 
Fenton

4 Staff 
Ithaca

Guidelines
•  clever/imaginative, engag-

ing the reader
• draws reader into copy
•  contents of headline estab-

lishes visual/verbal connec-
tion between photos and 
copy

• headline/subhead makes 
spread content clear

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: 
avoiding label headlines; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar
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Caption Writing

Caption Writing
Captions which have been 
written for three photo-
graphs, one of which must 
be for a minor sport.

First place winners  
by division

1 Lauren Ridenour 
Troy

2 Dionne Harris &  
Arianna Sassani 
Waterford Mott

3 Jenna Hogan,  
Alyssa Sander &  
Megan Brown 
Fenton

4 Kaitlin Senawi,  
Nicole Goodman & 
Sara Saikalis 
Orchard Lake MS

Guidelines
•  begin with strong leads, not 

name or title
• contain at least two sen-

tences that answer all 
reader’s questions without 
stating the obvious

•  evidence of adequate 
research which provides 
information that adds to 
reader’s understanding of 
event or situation

• clearly identifies all people 
in photo with both first and 
last (sports captions should 
also identify names of play-
ers on opposing team)

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar

By Kaitlin Senawi, Nicole Goodman & Sara Saikalis, Orchard Lake Middle School

Blocked in Spreading his arms wide, Tyler Ekizian 
(7), makes sure that Warner’s Terry Polsgrove 
cannot get through. Ekizian was able to steal the 
ball and the team won 48-28.

A helping hand Getting help from French 
teacher Tami Lamerato, Jacob Podell (8), decides 
on which French food he should pick for his 
cultural presentation. Every Friday from February 
until the end of May, Lamerato had a student 
bring in a type of French food and called it 
“French Food Friday.”

King kong In the process of creating a 
pivot animation, Megan Russell (7), Jennifer 
Gendelman (8) and Miranda Shaba (8) carry 
out their plans. “Our story was about a girl who 
was brought on top of a building by King Kong, 
and the police had to save her by using the 
Pythagorean Theorem,” Gendelman said.
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Cover and Endsheet Design

Cover and Endsheet 
Design
Theme selection and 
development. Entry should 
include coverdesign, 
endsheets, introduction, 
division pages and closing. 
Entry must include actual 
cover and both front and 
back endsheets. Do not 
submit stock endsheets.

First place winners  
by division

1 Keegan Moss 
Troy

2 Staff 
Waterford Mott

3 Paige Friebe &  
Angela Evanowski 
Utica

4 Emily Jones, Josh Passino  
& Cody Cardinal 
Inland Lakes

By Keegan Moss, Troy High School

Guidelines
•  cover/endsheet introduces 

unifying concept visually/
verbally

•  design is fresh and contem-
porary

•  cover creates favorable 
impression through use of 
type/color/materials

•  book name and year appear 
on cover and spine

•  spine also includes school 
name, city, state and year-
book volume number

•  endsheets are attractive and 
either plain or contain illus-
trative/informative content 
with solid design
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Opening and Closing Designs

By Laura Sliva, Lakeview High School

Opening and 
Closing Designs
The introductory and  
closing spreads.

First place winners  
by division

1 Staff 
Romeo

2 Melissa Thering &  
Liz Tompkins 
Holt

3 Laura Sliva 
Lakeview Battle Creek

4 Emily Jones 
Inland Lakes

Guidelines
•  designs are fresh and con-

temporary, setting them 
apart from standard designs 
but are similar to each other

• photos, copy, captions, 
headlines and white space 
are arranged to help reader 
begin and end story of year

•  designs carry elements of 
theme concept

• while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines and show 
evidence of careful planning
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Division Page Design

By Melissa Thering & Liz Tompkins, Holt High School

Division Page 
Design
One set of all division 
pages in yearbook.

First place winners  
by division

1 Keegan Mogg 
Troy

2 Melissa Thering &  
Liz Tompkins 
Holt 

3 Angela Evanowski &  
Paige Friebe 
Utica

4 Gabrielle Fantich &  
Hamna Nazir 
Orchard Lake Middle 
School

Guidelines
•  designs are fresh and con-

temporary, setting them 
apart from standard designs 
but are similar to each other

• photos, copy, captions, 
headlines and white space 
are arranged to introduce 
reader to contents of section

•  designs carry elements of 
theme concept

• while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines and show 
evidence of careful planning
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Student Life Spread

Student Life Spread
One spread from student 
life section.

First place winners  
by division

1 Saad Chaudhry &  
Seema Iman 
Troy

2 Kaitlyn Kent &  
Sara Stopchinski 
Waterford Kettering

3 Hailey Heil, Connor Stack & 
Kelcy Bommarito 
Fenton

4 Emily Jones &  
Megan Bruniquel 
Inland Lakes

By Emily Jones & Megan Bruniquel, Inland Lakes High School

Guidelines
• designed as two-page visual 

unit, arrangement of photos, 
headline, copy, captions and 
white space invite reader 
onto spread and show care-
ful planning

• dominance is established 
and other elements are 
arranged in such a way as 
to lead reader’s eye around 
spread

•  adequate external margins 
provide frame for spread 
contents and are defined 
by at least one element on 
each side

• photos effectively cropped, 
of various size, shape and 
content; content concen-
trates on action photos

• no center of interest in 
photo is trapped in gutter; 
action and faces in photos 
do not face off spread

• non-rectangular photos, 
tilted photos and other 
special treatments are used 
sparingly and effectively to 
enhance overall design

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

• headlines has contempo-
rary design and establishes 
visual/verbal connection

• copy and captions are read-
able size and use readable 
font

• captions touch photos to 
which they refer. for group 
or clustered captions 
attention has been paid to 
making them accessible to 
reader

• while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines
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Academic Spread

First place winners 
by division 

1 Seema Iman 
Troy

2 Melinda White &  
Ashley Beeker 
Waterford Kettering

3 Megan Kolinski,  
Connor Stack &  
Brittney Maddalena 
Fenton

4 Raechel Zahrn &  
Chelsea Saleeby 
Berrien Springs

Academic Spread
One spread from the aca-
demic section.

Guidelines
• designed as two-page visual 

unit, arrangement of photos, 
headline, copy, captions and 
white space invite reader 
onto spread and show careful 
planning

• dominance is established and 
other elements are arranged 
in such a way as to lead 
reader’s eye around spread

•  adequate external margins 
provide frame for spread 
contents and are defined by 
at least one element on each 
side

• photos effectively cropped, 
of various size, shape and 
content; content concen-
trates on action photos of 
students engaged in learn-
ing, not the teachers

• no center of interest in photo 
is trapped in gutter; action 
and faces in photos do not 
face off spread

• non-rectangular photos, tilt-
ed photos and other special 
treatments are used sparingly 
and effectively to enhance 
overall design

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

• headlines has contemporary 
design and establishes visual/
verbal connection

• copy and captions are read-
able size and use readable 
font

• captions touch photos to 
which they refer. for group 
or clustered captions atten-
tion has been paid to making 
them accessible to reader

• while designs may be innova-
tive, they adhere to journalis-
tic guidelines

Melinda White & Ashley Beeker, Waterford Kettering High School
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First place winners 
by division 

1 Beth Nowinski &  
Jamie Blankenship 
Troy

2 Paige Johnson 
North Farmington

3 Sarah Budyta &  
Ashley Austin 
Fenton

4 Nicole Goodman 
Orchard Lake Middle 
School

People Spread

By Nicole Goodman, Orchard Lake Middle School

People Spread
One spread from either 
student or faculty/admin-
istration coverage.

Guidelines
• designed as two-page 

visual unit, arrangement of 
photos, headline, copy, cap-
tions and white space invite 
reader onto spread and 
show careful planning

• dominance is established 
and other elements are 
arranged in such a way as 
to lead reader’s eye around 
spread

•  adequate external margins 
provide frame for spread 
contents and are defined 
by at least one element on 
each side

• photos effectively cropped, 
of various size, shape and 
content

• no center of interest in 
photo is trapped in gutter; 
action and faces in photos 
do not face off spread

• non-rectangular photos, 
tilted photos and other 
special treatments are used 
sparingly and effectively to 
enhance overall design

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

• headlines has contempo-
rary design and establishes 
visual/verbal connection

• copy and captions are read-
able size and use readable 
font

• captions touch photos to 
which they refer. for group 
or clustered captions 
attention has been paid to 
making them accessible to 
reader

• mug shots are arranged in 
panels with names to the 
outside

• while designs may be 
innovative, they adhere to 
journalistic guidelines
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Organization Spread

Organization 
Spread
One spread from the 
organization section.

First place winners  
by division

1 Molly Daley 
Athens 

2 Melinda White &  
John Hillman 
Waterford Kettering

3 Hailey Heil, Jessie Crawford & 
Michelle Coor 
Fenton

4 JD Biddinger & Emily Ball 
Ithaca

By  Molly Daley, Athens High School

Guidelines
• designed as two-page visual 

unit, arrangement of photos, 
headline, copy, captions and 
white space invite reader 
onto spread and show care-
ful planning

• dominance is established 
and other elements are 
arranged in such a way as 
to lead reader’s eye around 
spread

•  adequate external margins 
provide frame for spread 
contents and are defined 
by at least one element on 
each side

• photos effectively cropped, 
of various size, shape and 
content; content concen-
trates on action photos

• no center of interest in 
photo is trapped in gutter; 
action and faces in photos 
do not face off spread

• non-rectangular photos, 
tilted photos and other 
special treatments are used 
sparingly and effectively to 
enhance overall design

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

• headlines has contempo-
rary design and establishes 
visual/verbal connection

• copy and captions are read-
able size and use readable 
font

• captions touch photos to 
which they refer. for group 
or clustered captions 
attention has been paid to 
making them accessible to 
reader

• if group pictures are includ-
ed on spread, they are not 
the dominant element and 
are arranged to blend with 
the overall design of the 
spread

• while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines
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Sports Spread

First place winners  
by division

1 Andre Bezerra 
Athens

2 Billie Gorman &  
Holly Krause 
Waterford Kettering

3 Alyssa Sander,  
Megan Brown &  
Kaylee Baker 
Fenton

4 Emily Jones,  
Amanda Monthi &  
Megan Bruniquel 
Inland Lakes

By Alyssa Sander, Megan Brown & Kaylee Baker, Fenton High School

Sports Spread
One spread from the 
sports section.

Guidelines
•  designed as two-page visual 

unit, arrangement of photos, 
headline, copy, captions and 
white space invite reader 
onto spread and show care-
ful planning

•  dominance is established 
and other elements are 
arranged in such a way as 
to lead reader’s eye around 
spread

•   adequate external margins 
provide frame for spread 
contents and are defined 
by at least one element on 
each side

•  photos effectively cropped, 
of varied size, shape and 
content; content concen-
trates on action photos

•  no center of interest in 
photo is trapped in gutter; 
action and faces in photos 
do not face off spread

•  non-rectangular photos, 
tilted photos and other 
special treatments are used 
sparingly and effectively to 
enhance overall design

•  graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

•  headlines has contempo-
rary design and establishes 
visual/verbal connection

•  copy and captions are read-
able size and use readable 
font

•  captions touch photos to 
which they refer. for group 
or clustered captions 
attention has been paid to 
making them accessible to 
reader

•  if team pictures are included 
on spread, they are not used 
as dominant element and 
are arranged to blend with 
overall design

•  if scoreboards are involved 
on spread, they are attrac-
tively designed to blend 
with the overall look of the 
spread and set in a readable 
font and size

•  while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines
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Advertising Spread

Advertising Spread
One student-produced 
spread.

First place winners  
by division

1 Lauren Bledsoe 
Eisenhower

2 Staff 
Waterford Kettering

3 Shira Kilaru 
Fenton

4 Kirsten Case & Jacob Bush 
Breckenridge

Guidelines
• spread is attractively 

designed with a variety of 
ad sizes for contrast

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

•  if features are included, they 
are designed to enhance the 
overall look of the spread 
and follow design guide-
lines

• while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines

By  Lauren Bledsoe, Eisenhower High School
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Graphics

By Brooke Lazar, Katelyn Schweitzer & Melissa Bemis, Clarkston High School

Graphics
One spread illustrating 
contemporary use of 
graphics.

First place winners  
by division

1 Bre Murphy & Rachel Metz 
Novi

2 Brooke Lazar,  
Katelyn Schweitzer & 
Melissa Bemis 
Clarkston

3 Mike Gendernalik 
Lakeview Battle Creek

4 Emily Jones,  
Ashley Goodman,  
Katelynn Brendly &  
Becky Elliott 
Inland Lakes

Guidelines
•  graphics add to spread con-

tent and design
•  use of graphics shows evi-

dence of careful planning 
and clear purpose

•   while graphic use may be 
innovative, the staff adheres 
to journalistic guidelines
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By Brittany Sullivan, Waterford Mott High School

First place winners  
by division

1 Lauren McLeod 
Lake Orion

2 Brittany Sullivan 
Waterford Mott

3 Becca Rausch 
Fenton

4 Sarah Berkey 
Orchard Lake Middle 
School

Academic Photo

Academic Photo
Photo focused on students 
in a learning situation 
either in or out of class.

Guidelines
• photo has strong story-

telling content
• photo has been effectively 

cropped to emphasize cen-
ter of interest and enhance 
content

•  photo is technically strong: 
in focus; free from scratches, 
dust or fingerprints; proper 
contrast; not too grainy or 
muddy

• photographer paid atten-
tion to rules of composition
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Sports Action Photo

Sports Action Photo
Well-cropped, in-focus 
photo with excellent 
tonal quality.

Guidelines
• photo has strong story-

telling content
• photo has been effectively 

cropped to emphasize cen-
ter of interest and enhance 
content

•  photo is technically strong: 
in focus; free from scratches, 
dust or fingerprints; proper 
contrast; not too grainy or 
muddy

• photographer paid atten-
tion to rules of composition

By Caitlyn Edberg, Stevenson High School

First place winners  
by division

1 Caitlyn Edberg 
Stevenson

2 Jami Dodman 
Waterford Kettering

3 Stephanie Carson 
Utica

4 Jon Morley 
Inland Lakes
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Feature Photo

By Cammi Thornton, Haslett High School

Feature Photo
Human interest photo 
with emphasis on people 
in their environment. Do 
not submit posed shots or 
portraits.

First place winners  
by division

1 Stephanie Valdez 
Athens

2 Tanya Rogovyk 
North Farmington

3 Cammi Thornton 
Haslett

4    Blake Showers 
Ithaca

Guidelines
• photo has strong story-

telling content
• photo has been effectively 

cropped to emphasize cen-
ter of interest and enhance 
content

•  photo is technically strong: 
in focus; free from scratches, 
dust or fingerprints; proper 
contrast; not too grainy or 
muddy

• photographer paid atten-
tion to rules of composition
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Feature Presentation

First place winners  
by division

1 Keegan Mogg &  
Laura Pochodylo 
Troy

2    Kaitlyn Kent & Kate Collins 
Waterford Kettering

3 Connor Stack, Alyssa Sander 
& Kaylee Kendrick 
Fenton

4 Kirsten Case & Garit Juhas 
Breckenridge

By Kirsten Case & Garit Juhas, Breckenridge High School

Feature 
Presentation
An unusual feature from 
any section. Subject 
selection, writing, pho-
tography and design will 
be considered.

Guidelines
WRITING
• copy has engaging angle, 

solid lead and meaningful 
student quotes that enrich 
story and reflect effective 
interviewing

• captions begin with strong 
lead and contain at least 
two sentences that answer 
all reader’s questions and 
clearly identifies all people

•  copy and captions show 
evidence of adequate 
research

• clever, engaging headline 
that draws reader into story 
and establishes visual/ver-
bal connection

• adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: use of 
active voice, freedom from 
editorial comment, careful 
editing and proofreading, 
correct use of grammar

DESIGN
• designed as two-page 

visual unit, arrangement 
of photos, headline, copy, 
captions and white space 
invite reader onto spread 
and show careful planning

• special treatments are used 
sparingly and effectively

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

• headline has contemporary 
design and establishes 
visual/verbal connection

• while designs may be 
innovative, they adhere to 
journalistic guidelines

PHOTOGRAPHY
• photos have strong story-

telling content and are 
effectively cropped

• photos are technically 
strong and show evidence 
of composition rules
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First place winners  
by division

1 Lindsay Noonan &  
Lauren Ridenour 
Troy

2    Anne Couturier,  
Melissa Thering, Kayla 
Stier & Jenni Pielack 
Holt

3 Taylor Zillmer &  
Mariah Prowoznik 
Forest Hills Eastern 

4 Staff 
Orchard Lake Middle 
School

Index

By Taylor Zillmer & Mariah Prowoznik, Forest Hills Eastern High School

Index
Creative use of graph-
ics, typography, photos 
and/or short features to 
enhance the presentation 
of the index.

Guidelines
• complete listing of all per-

sons, events, clubs, activities, 
sports and advertisements

• set in readable font and size
•  attractive design that adds 

to overall impressions
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Theme Development

By Staff, Romeo High School

Theme 
Development
Theme selection and 
development. Entry must 
include cover, endsheets, 
opening, dividers and 
closing. 

First place winners  
by division

1 Staff 
Romeo 

2 Melissa Thering &  
Liz Tompkins 
Holt

3 Angela Evanowski & 
Paige Friebe 
Utica

4 Staff 
Ithaca

Guidelines
•  theme selection is fresh 

and contemporary as well 
as appropriate to the indi-
vidual school

• theme concept is intro-
duced visually/verbally on 
cover

•  theme concept carries 
through visualy/verbally on 
endsheet, opening, dividers 
and closing showing careful 
development

• photos on theme spreads 
relate to theme concept as 
part of total theme package

•  overall design of theme 
spreads is fresh and contem-
porary, setting them apart 
from other sections of the 
book

•  while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines and show 
evidence of careful planning


