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Dear Friends of Journalism:

This is the 13th issue of Michigan Interscholastic Press Association’s A Cut Above, which contains the best of high school journal-
ism in Michigan. The purpose of this booklet is twofold: 1) to showcase the first-place winners in the MIPA Individual Category 
Newspaper Contest and 2) to act as a guide for students and advisers preparing contest entries for the 2010-2011 competitions.

In the following pages you will find stories and art by first-place winners among the five divisions 1, 2, 3, 4 and Middle School for 
newspaper. We have included category descriptions and judging criteria for each category. 

This is how we determine divisions: We look at the number of students from each school that enters the contest. We use the 
numbers from the The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). We put schools in order from the largest down to the smallest. 
Division 1 contains the largest schools, and Division 4 contains the smallest. We try hard to put nearly the same number of schools in 
each division.

We are proud of all the winners and wish we could have published all of them, but size and space dictated how many, and in some 
cases, which ones, were printed. Since all the winning entries were retyped to fit the format, we apologize if any errors were made in 
the stories. Please remember these are just a sampling of the stories.

If you would like to help judge the 2009-2010 entries for the Individual Category Newspaper or Yearbook contests, please call the 
MIPA office at (517) 353-6761 or e-mail mipa@msu.edu. Judging will take place on March 5, 2011, at the MSU School of Journalism. We 
need you!

 I’d like to thank Julie Price, the current newspaper chairperson, and Lynn Strause, the current yearbook chairperson, as well as 
Diane Herder, current video chair, who all did a fantastic job of pulling off last year’s judging. This is a huge project, and we all owe 
them a round of applause!

I’d also like to thank Jayna Salk and Christina Miteff for laying out the pages, taking photographs, scanning images and adding the 
documents. These two MIPA employees work hard for all of us!

Finally, I’d like to thank all the wonderful advisers, the MIPA executive board, State News staff members, professional journalists and 
School of Journalism faculty for giving up a chunk of your Saturday to come to MSU to help judge. Without you, of course, there would 
be no winners!

For complete information about all of the contests, please check out the MIPA website at www.mipamsu.org. 

Sincerely,
Cheryl M. Pell
MIPA director
305 Communication Arts Building
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI  48824

PHONE: (517) 353-6761
FAX: (517) 355-7710
E-MAIL: pell@msu.edu
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News Story

PUTTING OUT THE LIGHTS ON JUNIOR PROM
Administration cancels dance
David Harris 
Grosse Pointe South High School

 Due to declining interest and concern about cost, 
this spring’s Junior Prom has been cancelled by the 
administration, junior class senator Paige Hackenberger ’12 
said. 
 Canceling junior prom has been a decision 
contemplated by the administration for several years, 
assistant principal Brandon Slone said.
 “Class advisers of the junior classes for the past couple 
years had been pointing it out as a concern, as well as the 
administration,” said Slone.
 Declining ticket sales can be attributed to the overall 
number of school dances at South and the high amount of 
junior attendance at Senior Prom, Slone said.
 Only 153 tickets were sold to last year’s Junior Prom, 
Slone said. 
 Although Hackenberger acknowledged the decline in 
attendance, she said she doesn’t believe it is a permanent 
trend. 
 “I think over the past few years there might have been 
declining interest, but I also think there have been certain 
circumstances that have caused that,” said Hackenberger. 
“I think the reason we have been fighting for it this year 
is because our class has such high interest, and I feel like 
they aren’t going to give us a chance to turn around that 
declining curve.”
 Had the event gone on as scheduled, Hackenberger 
expressed doubt that it would have eaten away at the class’ 
funds. 
 “We need to have funds so that we can do big 
things like Senior Prom, but I don’t think Junior Prom 
is necessarily one of those things we would have gone 
bankrupt over,” said Hackenberger.
 Despite the purported declining interest, the class of 
2011 was able to make a small profit on their Junior Prom 
this past spring, senior class senator John Dennehy ’11 said.  
Yet, Dennehy acknowledged the difficulty in overcoming 
the negative reputation often associated with Junior Prom. 
 “If things get a reputation of being bad, it’s hard to 
overcome that reputation,” Dennehy said. “So if people 
hear that Junior Proms in the past years sucked, they’re not 
going to want to go, and it’s a really hard thing to change 

their opinion on.”
 For all the work put into planning Prom, the small 
profit raises questions as to whether Junior Prom was worth 
all the effort put into planning it, Slone said.
 Responding to the possibility of cancellation, a 
committee of Junior Class Representatives assembled a plan 
to cut costs in an attempt to save the event, Hackenberger 
said. The class sought out the Dossin Great Lakes Museum 
as a venue for Junior Prom, which would have cost only 
$400. 
 “We tried to find cheaper catering, we were going 
to do only desserts, and we were going to do a rolling 
ticket price system, so tickets would be cheaper and then 
increase in prices when you get closer to the date,” said 
Hackenberger.
 Despite the small profit made by last year’s Junior 
Prom, Dennehy said the experience mattered more than 
the profit.
 “I would consider that a success, because the point of 
Class Councils is to do stuff for your class,” said Dehenny.  
“So we didn’t lose money on it, and we provided the 
class with a really fun time. It’s (the cancellation) a shame 
because it’s just kind of an event that I think should always 
take place.”
 The amount of work put into the planning was 
worth the end result, Dennehy said. He disagreed with 
the administration’s stance on the work put into Prom by 
Student Government. 
 “It’s not the administration doing the work. I didn’t 
see them the day before Junior Prom setting up, it was us,” 
said Dennehy. “We got all the decorations, we hired the 
caterer. It’s not work for them, it’s work for us, and we were 
happy to do it.”
 However, the possibility of reinstating Junior Prom in 
future years remains slim, Slone said. 
“Right now, the likelihood of Junior Prom coming back is 
not likely,” said Slone.
 Responding to the cancellation, a possible unofficial 
Prom may take place around the same time of year, 
Hackenberger said.
 “We have discussed it (an unofficial Prom), but 
obviously we wouldn’t be allowed to associate it with South 
or call it a “Prom” necessarily, but there’s no official plans,” 
said Hackenberger.

News Story
News stories report but 
not interpret events that 
have news value and time-
liness to the publication’s 
readers. Either advance or 
follow-up stories may be 
included in this category.

Guidelines
•  sharp, attention-getting lead 

that underscored news story 
importance

•  shows thorough reporting 
skills

•  effective use of facts/quotes 
from both primary and sec-
ondary sources

•  avoids opinion unless  prop-
erly attributed

•  sentences, paragraphs of 
varied lengths; written 
clearly, concisely and vividly

•  proper diction/grammar; use 
of third person

•  uses inverted pyramid or 
other appropriate story con-
struction

First place winners  
by division

1 David Harris 
Grosse Pointe South

2 Liam Zanyk Mclean & 
Shannon Tamlyn 
HH Dow

3 Mary Hathaway 
Mona Shores

4 Ann Marie Jakubowski 
Grand Rapids Catholic 
Central

M Abby Peterson 
Mona Shores MS
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COUNTING DOLLARS AND DAYS

News Analysis

Morgan Scollard 
Traverse City East Middle School

 Katie Ludwig, ’15, loves half days. 
 “Half days are so short and easy. It is nice to have a 
break from the busy school week,” she said.
 But there is a debate in TCAPS about whether half 
days are worth the cost. The district is eliminating all 
but one of the half days next year. 
 A new law passed this year says that the number 
of days in the 2010-2011 school year cannot be fewer 
than the number of school days in the current school 
year. If any adjustments are to be made, they have to 
be done before the end of the year. The calendar is 
especially important now because all TCAPS students 
and staff lost four days of school because of the swine flu 
epidemic and two days due to weather. The district had 
to make up these days by extending the school year into 
the summer, adding extra minutes to each school day or 
combining half days into whole days.
 “The teachers worked very hard to combine some 
of the half days and reduce the school calendar by three 
days, John Scrudato, special education teacher at WMS 
and Traverse City Education Association president, said. 
“However it appears the Boardman administration and 
the Board of Ed did not want to cut many days. The 
teacher’s option for cutting days would have saved the 
district about $280,000.”
 Glenn Solowiej, EMS principal, agrees that half 
days are a good place to cut. 
 “I’m not crazy about half days so it would be nice 
to have fewer,” Solowiej said. 
 But the half days serve a purpose. Eliminating 
half days will have a big impact on high school students 
because of exams. High school staff does not want 
students to have to take too many exams in a single day.
 Another change TCAPS is putting in place to make 
up the swine flu week is to add 15 minutes to the end of 
each school day. Fifteen minutes may sound like a lot, 
but realistically, it’s only about two minutes added on to 
each class period. 
 “I didn’t notice much of a difference except in 
some of my core classes,” Maria Bensley, seventh grader, 
said. 
 If schedule changes were not put in place, the 
alternative is to stay at school another week into the 

summer. 
 Another reduction being made in the school 
budget is cutting the amount of money put into 
athletics. This will mostly affect the sixth grade 
intramural program because varsity coaches will have to 
come and teach them. But this is a positive action. 
 “Because varsity coaches have more of a role in 
the program,” Jay Larner, seventh grade principal and 
athletic director, said, “students would know more about 
how varsity coaches want them to react, and would 
positively impact how they perform down the road.”
 Larner thinks the only negative impacts are that 
the varsity coaches wouldn’t get paid as much as they are 
accustomed to, and students might have to pay more 
out of pocket depending on how much the coaches need 
for the sport equipment and schedule. 
 “Nobody will ever be turned away due to a fee,” 
Larner said. “We will make sure everyone gets an 
opportunity to participate. Because of the plan in place, 
we were able to save the district money and still get 
quality sports programs.”
Some other changes being put into action to save 
TCAPS money are transferring special education busing 
and increasing class sizes. 
 With these changes, the Board is aiming to cut 
about $6 million of the district’s budget.
 “They are trying to make up a $6 million budget 
shortfall. But keep in mind they still have about $7 
million in their savings account that they do not want to 
spend,” Scrudato said. 
 The Board wants any changes to have as little as 
possible effect on students at staff at TCAPS. That is the 
reason most of these changes are fairly small. 
 “Eventually, changes like this may occur. It 
would be best to phase them in over time and give our 
students, parents, and teachers a chance to adjust to a 
new schedule,” Scrudato said.
No one knows for sure exactly what next year will hold, 
but the Board and TCEA want to do what is best for the 
district.
 “I would like to assure all the students and staff at 
EMS the TCEA will always do the best for our students 
and teachers,” Scrudato said. “As someone from the 
‘older’ generation I look forward to the youth of today 
to lead us in the future.”

News Analysis
Stories should be interpre-
tive by nature, not straight 
news stories. The elements 
of “why” and “how” should 
be examined through 
thorough research, but the 
writer’s opinions  should 
not be expressed. 

Guidelines
•  sharp, attention-getting 

lead that underscores news 
story importance

•  clarifies the news elements, 
i.e. timeliness, nearness, 
impact, prominence

•  clarifies through research 
the background necessary 
to understand current news

•  develops an understand-
ing of the issues/problems 
through interviews with 
varied and balanced sources.

•  avoids personal opinions 
unless properly attributed

•  sentences, paragraphs of 
varied lengths, written 
clearly, concisely and vividly

•  effective use of facts/ 
quotes from both primary 
and secondary sources

•  proper diction/grammar; 
use of third person

First place winners  
by division

1 Aaron Kuhn 
Rochester

2 Sarah Dittrich & Sara 
Jongeward 
Stoney Creek

3 Rashad Timmons 
Southfield

4 Julia Kortberg & Emma 
Share 
Community

M Morgan Scollard 
Traverse City East
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Editorial

WHY READERS WON’T GET THE FULL 
STORY THIS MONTH
The Update gets censored

Staff 
HH Dow High School

 Last month, the Update wanted to write a story 
concerning an impending lawsuit against Midland Public 
Schools. However, their efforts were prevented by MPS 
administrators who were afraid of the legal implications if 
the Update printed the story. 
 The administrators were concerned with the 
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 
which restricts school employees from divulging student 
information. The administrators worried that if the story 
was run in the Update, the information would be in 
breach of FERPA because the Update is administered and 
funded by MPS. 
 What the administrators failed to realize, however, 
is that student publications at any level are separate from 
their educational institutions. The Update is the voice of 
the students at DHS, not MPS employees, which makes 
it impossible for the Update to violate FERPA law. The 
same applies to any student publication in the United 
States. 
 Ultimately, the American legal system needs to 
recognize that student publications need to be free from 
the influence of educational entities. Student publications 
don’t serve only to educate students of journalism.  
They also serve to inform the public – at the school and 
community level – about events linked to the student 
body. They play an integral role in the society of the 
school, the district and the community, just as the free 
press is crucial to society as a whole.  
 Censorship like that imposed on the Update last 
month would not exist if administrators recognized the 
Update as separate from MPS. The Update is student-

run, meaning that students decide the content, write 
the stories and design the pages, spending hours after 
school producing a well-respected publication. Apart 
from the adviser, no MPS employees are involved in 
the publication of the Update. Because of this, the 
administration has no right to censor and censorship 
represents a blatant disregard for the Update members’ 
First Amendment rights. 
 The intervention regarding the story is the first time 
the Update has been censored for as long as any staff 
member can remember. The high standard of journalism 
that the Update displays has made it unnecessary for the 
paper to be censored, as school employees and members 
of the community are aware of the sound journalistic 
practices the Update is based upon. 
 The most important reason as to why the Update 
has been so successful in its history is because it hasn’t 
been censored. Its staff members pride themselves in the 
quality and responsible reporting they practice. It wins 
awards at the state and national level every year, and is the 
recipient of 21 consecutive Michigan Interscholastic Press 
Association Spartan Awards, the top prize for high school 
newspapers in the state of Michigan. Only a handful of 
papers win this award each year. 
 Legal methods of preventing censorship are 
unrealistic, as filing a lawsuit against MPA could take 
years to win. With school-related distractions, a time-
consuming lawsuit is not a realistic possibility for 
students. 
 Administrators everywhere need to realize that 
student publications like the Update are not publications 
by school districts therefore should not be subject to 
censorship by such entities. The Update is the voice of 
DHS students, not MPS administrators.

Editorial
Editorials should repre-
sent the opinion of the 
staff, editors or editorial 
board on a timely news 
matter of concern to the 
school, community, state, 
nation or world. They may 
express appreciation, offer 
interpretation or attempt 
to deal with problems. 
Editorials are not to be 
bylined, signed or initialed, 
or in any way identified as 
being the opinion of the 
writer(s).

Guidelines
•  topic relevant to interest 

and/or welfare of school or 
students

•  wins reader interest with 
impelling lead

•  presents evidence/interpre-
tation in logical sequence

•  states issues; uses effective  
examples, facts and  
comparisons to clarify

•  deals with specific issue; 
avoids preaching and rheto-
ric cliches

•  shows sufficient thought 
and research

•  sentences, paragraphs of 
varied length; written clearly, 
concisely and vividly

•  proper diction/grammar

First place winners  
by division

1 Haley Birkett & John 
Cherette 
Grand Haven

2 Staff 
HH Dow

3 Staff 
Seaholm

4 Staff 
Grand Rapids Catholic 
Central

M Staff 
Brownell 
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Bylined Opinion Article

Victoria Gonino
Eisenhower High School

 Wow, looking around, it’s like going to school 
with a bunch of clones. Hardly any students seem to 
think, “I don’t give a damn what everyone thinks; this 
is who I am.”
 So many students try to “fit in” but still boast their 
“individuality.” Few, if any, can accomplish both. The 
rest just pretend they’re freethinkers. 
 Look around. How many people are wearing 
North Face, UGGs, Abercrombie and Fitch, Pink, 
Hollister, and American Eagle? So many seem to think 
brand names are requirement. 
 In case they don’t realize this, no one’s going to 
remember their cute shirts or jeans or shoes after a 
while. What they will remember is the student who 
did something new, the one who challenged the social 
standards and shook things up a bit. 
 Seriously, people need to branch out, find their 
own thing. There’s no need to look just like the person 

across the table to fit in. Don’t worry about what others 
think and listen to. It’s not their life. Real friends will 
accept it even if their preferences aren’t shared. 
 And please, don’t be one of those annoying people 
who think they’re all cool because they choose not 
to take action as an individual. Take action’ help the 
kid whose papers flew all over the hallway and talk to 
that kid in class who’s always by his or herself. Wear 
that sweater that’s been sitting in the closets because 
a friend said it wasn’t cool. Jam out to Aerosmith or 
Louis Armstrong without caring who else knows. 
 And as far as attracting the attention of the cute 
guy or girl in class, don’t worry about it. There are 
roughly 2,100 students in this school alone and nearly 
seven billion people in the world. The right guy or girl 
will look for the real personality, not the preferences 
others imposed. 
 So don’t worry about the rest of the world’s 
likes and dislikes; everyone should define his or 
herself through creative, free-thinking means. Be the 
individual.

Bylined Opinion
Articles of personal opinion, 
which carry the byline of 
the writer(s), may comment 
on any subject of interest 
(including sports) and/
or concern of the readers, 
or may express dissent 
from the majority opinion 
expressed in editorials.

Guidelines
•  topic relevant to interest 

and/or welfare of school or 
students

•  wins reader interest with 
impelling lead

•  presents evidence/interpre-
tation in logical sequence

•  states issues; uses effective  
examples, facts and  
comparisons to clarify

•  deals with specific issues; 
avoids preaching, rhetoric 
and cliches

•  shows sufficient thought 
and knowledge of subject, 
developed with personal 
style

•  sentences, paragraphs of 
varied length; written clearly, 
concisely and vividly

•  proper diction/grammar

First place winners  
by division

1 Victoria Gonino 
Eisenhower

2 Jessica Farran 
Traverse City Central

3 Ray Carpenter 
Dexter

4 Sarah Kerson 
Community

M Sarah McCray 
Traverse City East

NO CLONES
By conforming to socially accepted trends, many students lose 
their individuality
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Review

Guidelines
•  sharp, attention-getting 

lead that clarifies subject
•  gives short summary or 

adequate information about 
subject

•  discusses strengths and  
weaknesses of subject

•  uses specific examples to 
support opinion

•  displays knowledge of sub-
ject

•  shows thought and research
•  colorful, lively presentation; 

effective form/style
•  proper diction/grammar

Review
Review should present 
opinions, observations 
and evaluations of film, 
books, television, record-
ings, concerts, plays, res-
taurants and other things 
of interest to the paper’s 
readers.

First place winners  
by division

1 Danielle Cywka 
L’Anse Creuse North

2 Andy Klingensmith 
Grosse Pointe North

3 Austin Filbin 
Seaholm

4 Kate Johnson 
Mercy

M Jordan Reece & Henry 
Leto 
Brownell 

Austin Filbin
Seaholm High School

Gloriously incorrect and laughably repetitive, Dominic 
Sena’s Season of the Witch was easily the funniest movie 
I’ve seen in 2010 and 2011. Unfortunately, Season of 
the Witch was not a comedy. 
When watching this accidental satire, you cannot help 
being bombarded with obvious flaws, mostly concerning 
the horrible acting performances of the two leading 
actors, Nicolas Cage (National Treasure) and Ron 
Perlman (Hellboy).
The plot starts to unravel during the Crusades, following 
the two main characters Behman (Cage), and Felson 
(Perlman). 
They develop the classic roles of “old dog warrior” 
buddies, but instead of fighting in Vietnam (which 
would have explained the blatant display of American 
slang) they were Crusaders fighting “in the name of the 
Lord.”
After the unimpressive display of war scenes, which 
consisted more of flashes and loud noises than elegantly 
choreographed fights, Behman and Felson finally realize 
that killing in the Crusades was wrong and return 
home. Their village has recently been struck by the 
black plague, which is initially thought to be caused by 
witchcraft according to an insane priest. 
These scenes of accusation of witchcraft opened up the 
door for my least, yet favorite line of the entire movie. 
When referring to the priest, Ron Perlman questions 
quite frankly:
“Who p****d in his holy water?”
After being released from a holding cell the main 
characters agreed to help transport the accused witch 

to a monastery for fair trial. Of course Behman was the 
only one who believed the witch, thus he was forced to 
cross the treacherous forest with the only man in the 
entire village who knew how to get there, a swindler.
So with a priest, the dead King’s son, a swindler, 
a guard, a witch and two burned out soldiers, this 
Fellowship of the Ring rip-off made their way across a 
hazardous wasteland of magic. 
After the plot is relieved by the death of two characters 
(whose only purpose in the story was to die), the 
remaining crew faced one of the most difficult 
challenges in the film — crossing a bridge. 
When they start to cross it, the ropes holding the bridge 
together unravel and planks of wood are completely 
falling off. The team inexplicably decides that it will 
be acceptable to bring a fully-loaded wagon, with a 
witch in it, that in total weighed roughly 300 pounds. 
Unfortunately they just made it across, and I had to 
continue to watch. 
My question directed at the end of the film is this: if 
the evil-being can perform outlandish acts of powerful 
magic throughout the whole movie, then why can she 
not break free of the cage made of wood and iron rods?
The basic and seemingly never-ending plot of this 
film reminded me a lot of listening to a Phil Collins 
album — you start listening to it, don’t really like it, but 
despite all your senses, continue on with it. By the end 
of the album you are not only wanting the money you 
paid for the album back, but you are even considering 
paying off the cashier to not let anyone else witness this 
cheesy, hypocritical disaster. 
The film is rated PG-13 for thematic elements, violence 
and disturbing content and has a running time of 100 
minutes.

“SEASON OF THE WITCH” IS 
HAUNTINGLY HORRIBLE
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Feature Column

See the pudding on the walls
 There’s no use crying over spilled milk. 
 But there is some use in chastising the slob who 
spilled it. 
 Recently while taking the stairs to my sixth hour 
I was taken aback by an unsightly mess. Several milk 
cartons had been emptied all over the flight of stairs 
before me. Aghast by the blatant disregard to school 
upkeep and the smell of curdling milk, I tip-toed around 
the mess and continued on my way. 
 Later as I sat in Spanish class, I started to stew about 
the incident. No one had stopped to clean it up and 
certainly no one besides myself had told assistant principal 
Tom Beach about it. 
 Even Oscar the Grouch would be appalled by the 
garbage dump that has become North’s hallways and he 
lives in a garbage can.
 Have faith that Oscar and I aren’t the only ones who 
have noticed the mess in the hallways, parking lot and yes, 
even bathrooms. 
 While discussing the matter, junior Andrea Matthew 
shared a story for the ages about the horror she witnessed 
in the girls bathroom in the science building. 
 “I usually always go to the science bathrooms 
because they’re the cleanest ones in the school. So I go in 
there and I open the biggest stall and there’s literally just 
a bag of Flamin’ Hot Cheetos open, dispersed throughout 
(the bathroom),” she said. “It didn’t even look like they 
ate any of them, they were just everywhere. I was literally 
disgusted. Then there was like a bag of Oreos and one of 
them had a little bite in it. It just looked like just some 
savage was eating in there and threw everything.”

 She said that it just made her feel like nobody 
respects the school at all. 
 After all, if you’re not going to show respect for your 
school out of pride you should at least show it because of 
the good money your parents pay through taxes. 
 And for all you slovenly pigs, don’t think for a 
second that the administration doesn’t know what you’ve 
done. 
 “We just got a complaint about something that 
happened last Friday in the second floor science wing 
boys bathrooms: somebody threw pudding all over the 
floors and the walls,” Principal Tim Bearden said. “So for 
the custodian now, who’s already overworked… that’s an 
added job that he or she might have.”
 And although on most occasions the custodial staff 
has to go above and beyond, it is preposterous that they 
should have to wipe smeared pudding off the walls. 
I mean who in God’s name brings pudding into the 
bathroom? And why wouldn’t you eat your pudding? It’s 
delicious. 
 Bearden also said that in instances where the act of 
vandalism was malicious, consequences could range from 
in-school suspension to community service hours.  
It baffles me that someone would trash the school they 
go to. 
 There are your halls. That is your parking lot. This is 
your school. 
 Are you embodying the persona of a Norseman?
And it’s not like the school, including myself, is asking a 
lot out of you. Just put your trash where it belongs. 
 “I don’t care what you do (in the bathroom), just 
don’t throw it on the floor. Either eat your flamin’ hots 
and your Oreos or put them in the trash,” Matthew said.

Feature Column
Each entry must consist of 
two examples of  
feature and/or opinion 
columns under the same 
standing head from  
different issues of the 
paper, authorized by the 
same writer(s). Columns 
must carry bylines or 
other writer identification 
to indicate the personal 
nature of the content.

Guidelines
•  sharp, attention-getting 

leads
•  express personal opinions; 

uses consistent style
•  reflects thought/research,  

freshness, individuality
•  effective use of facts/ 

quotes or supporting mate-
rial

•  informative, interesting,  
entertaining

•  upholds journalistic integ-
rity

•  sentences, paragraphs of  
varied length; written  
clearly, concisely an vividly

• proper diction/grammar

First place winners  
by division

1 Dan Dou 
Grosse Pointe South

2 Natasha Ertzbischoff 
Grosse Pointe North

3 Rachel Rohr 
Andover

4 Tyler Scott 
Ithaca

EDITOR’S DESK
Natasha Ertzbischoff 
Grosse Pointe North High School
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Pro/Con Editorial Columns

Guidelines
• topics relevant to interests 

and/or welfare of school or 
students

• two pieces, while offering 
opposing views, are consis-
tent in style and tone

• both pieces win reader inter-
est with impelling leads

• present evidence/interpreta-
tion in logical sequence

• state issue; uses effective 
examples, facts and compari-
sons to clarify

• deal with specific issue; avoids 
preaching, rhetoric and cli-
chés

• show sufficient thought and 
knowledge of subject, devel-
oped with personal style

• sentences, paragraphs of 
varied length; written clearly, 
concisely and vividly

• proper diction/grammar

Pro/Con Editorial
Each entry must
• have two (2) columns that 
express opposing viewpoints 
on one topic
• the columns should be written 
by two people and featured on 
one page of the opinion/edito-
rial section
• both columns should be glued 
to the same entry form
• have a standing head that 
indicates the pro/con nature of 
the package
• carry bylines or other writer 
identification to indicate the 
personal opinion nature of the 
content
• A school may submit a second 
entry in this category, and the 
pieces may be written by the 
same columnists or combina-
tion including one of the same 
columnists.

First place winners  
by division

1 Brandon DuBois & 
Anwesha Ray 
Novi

2 Essie Shachar-Hill & 
Hannah Lindow 
Okemos

3 James Fevereisen & Gabe 
Menchaca 
Andover

4 Micah Ernst & Kate 
Johnson 
Mercy

M Rachel Steinhauer & 
Danielle Morley 
Mona Shores

SAILOR SIDES
Does TV affect teens in a negative or positive way?

Rachel Steinhauer 
Mona Shores Middle School

 Television shows like Teen Mom and 16 and 
Pregnant illustrate how teens deal with pregnancy, how to 
prevent them, and how it is living with the aftershock. 
The shows are life lessons from which individuals learn 
because they see what the young mothers do on the show 
and can make the choice of which road to take in life. 
 In 16 and Pregnant, it shows what the teens’ lives 
were like before and what caused them to make the bad 
decisions. At the end of the season, the teen moms sit 
down with psychiatrist Dr. Drew Pinsky as well as the 
other mothers and speak about how to prevent poor 
decisions in the future. Teens usually react to these talks 
better than with a parent because psychiatrists and other 
teen moms can better relate to the young moms and their 
situations. 
 By watching these shows, viewers can also see the 
negative effects that poor decisions have on the teen 
moms. For example, in Teen Mom, it shows the hard 
struggles the teens must face like finishing high school, 
dealing with rude and unhelpful boyfriends and having to 
grow up quickly at such a young age. 
 TV shows affect students in a positive way, showing 
their mistakes, how they made their poor choices and the 
negative effects of the poor decisions. 

Danielle Morley 
Mona Shores Middle School

 TV shows like 16 and Pregnant and Teen Mom were 
supposed to be showing teens the story and struggles that 
other teens have had to overcome because of making one 
horrible mistake. 
 Reality television shows, especially those on MTV, have 
a variety of shows that influence teens in a negative way. 
 According to a University of Michigan study, 53 percent 
of teens reported having no rules when it comes to what they 
watch. Fifty-one percent of the time teens are home, they 
are watching television. With so many reality TV shows on 
MTV, students could spend all day watching shows with 
such great negativity. 
 Teen Mom and 16 and Pregnant are shows about teens 
that are currently pregnant and have to go through obstacles 
to give them and their baby the best possible life. Many teens 
gather around their televisions every Friday night and watch 
other young teens and their babies.
 Teens, especially young boys, watch shows such as 
Family Guy and South Park, which are based primarily on 
poor behavior. According to media-awareess.ca, children are 
likely to display aggressive behavior after viewing a TV show 
or movie that also displays aggressive behavior. 
 Reality TV shows that glamorize making poor decisions 
lead impressionable teenagers down the wrong path.
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In-Depth Feature

Guidelines
•  lead captures attention, 

arouses curiosity
•  topic relevant to interests 

and/or welfare of schools or 
students

•  extensive, intensive and 
thorough investigation

•  effectively combines basics 
of good news and feature 
writing

•  effectively organized with 
smooth transitions; carefully 
outlined

•  sentences, paragraphs of 
varied length; clearly writ-
ten clearly, concisely and 
vividly

•  proper diction/grammar
•  balanced and fair presenta-

tion

In-Depth Feature
This is a single story, which 
may contain a sidebar or 
infographic from the same 
author. This is not a spread 
or a special section. Entries 
should concern subjects 
of a substantive and con-
temporary nature and go 
beyond the surface facts, 
give the reader detailed 
background information 
with interpretation based 
upon the facts and back-
ground information and 
often (but not necessarily) 
an analysis as to its mean-
ing It is an elaboration of 
the WHY. Multiple sources 
are necessary.

First place winners  
by division

1 Kali Rea 
Grand Haven

2 Julia Nagy & Evan Clark 
Stoney Creek

3 Simon Schuster 
Seaholm

4 Julia Kortberg 
Community

M Hannah Davis 
Traverse City East

HEROIN INJECTS ITSELF INTO COMMUNITY; 
CAUSES STUDENT DEATH AT ADAMS
Julia Nagy & Evan Clark
Stoney Creek High School

 Adam Shoulders was “funny, outgoing, cute, caring and 
loving,” according to Allie Ciotti, who graduated earlier this 
year. He was a person “everyone loved to be around.”
 He was going to attend the Chicago Institute of Art.
He was going to teach special need children art. 
He was.
 Adam, a former Adams High School senior, died from a 
mixture of drugs on January 25. The day he died, his system 
contained Xanax, sleeping pills and heroin, but the autopsy 
couldn’t say what “pushed him over the edge,” according to 
Tom Shoulders, his father. 
 When senior Mike Young, a friend of Adam for five 
years, found out, he was devastated. 
 “I started bawling in class. I just couldn’t believe it. 
He’s gone. I just saw him – talked to him the day before [he 
died],” Young said. 
 Freshman Samantha Kwiatkowski, who “grew up with 
him,” felt the same way. 
 “At first, I didn’t know what to think – it was just hard 
to believe [that he’s gone],” Kwiatkowski said. 
Adam is not the only victim of Oakland County’s rising drug 
problem. In total, there have been 592 deaths, 170 occurred 
in 2007, 200 happened in 2008m 209 occurred last year and 
13 lives have been lost to drugs this year, including the death 
of Adam. 

Shoulders’ Drug Use
 The Shoulders family realized that Adam was facing 
drug problems about two and a half years ago. He became 
distant, according to his father.
 “He would be short with you sometimes,” Stephanie 
Shoulders, his sister, said. 
 Like Mr. Shoulders and Stephanie, Ciotti noticed a 
change in him. 
 “His personality definitely changed a lot. I felt like I 
didn’t know him anymore. It was a very scary thing,” Ciotti 
said. 
 Adam eventually got into heroin, but started out with 
other drugs like ecstasy, which Stephanie tried to get him off 
of. 
 “He was very confrontational about [ecstasy]. I told him 
it wasn’t good, not to do it. He wasn’t very accepting of those 
words. He said he did it every day and he loved it. He gave 
me a list of reasons — that it made him happy, [that it was] 
something he could connect with his friends with. He said he 
just liked the feeling that it gave him,” Stephanie said. 
 Adam began using drugs, like Xanax and ecstasy, 
when he started to hang out “with not such a good crowd,” 
according to Stephanie. 
 “He was one of those kids that would give anything to 
anybody. He didn’t know how to say no. And when you’re 

in that kind of situation where there are drugs all around, 
you can only say no so many times, especially being him,” 
Stephanie said. 
 Both Mr. Shoulders and Stephanie agreed that some of 
his friends “dragged him down in the end.”
 “He didn’t have anything but his friends – he wasn’t into 
anything – playing music or playing sports or doing band 
or–,” Mr. Shoulders said, before Stephanie interrupted. 
 “He liked to party with his friends,” Stephanie added, 
frustration evident in her voice. 
 Adam would sneak out of the house and would always 
call Stephanie to pick him up. He “was always doing 
something,” according to Stephanie. 
 Eventually, Adam’s partying introduced him to heroin. 
He began using heroin about a year ago, according to Ciotti. 
 His family wasn’t aware of his use of heroin. Stephanie 
asked him last summer about heroin and he told her that he 
tried it and didn’t like it. He told her he was never going to 
use it again. 

Trying to get him help
 Adam’s family members and friends tried to get him 
help for his drug abuse. Ciotti confronted him multiple 
times, but eventually stopped. 
 “He would always get upset with me when I brought 
it up. I didn’t want him to be angry with me so I stopped 
saying anything to him. I think that would be my biggest 
mistake in life,” Ciotti said. 
 Along with Ciotti, Mr. Shoulders and Stephanie talked 
to Adam about his choice of friends and about drugs. 
 “I was always telling him, be smart. I know he’s a kid 
and I know kids are going to go through their thing and 
every kid does. You just want them to be smart about things, 
think it through so they learn a little bit,” Mr. Shoulders said.
 Adam still didn’t listen. 
 “We’d talk to him about the people he was hanging out 
with and talk to him about drugs. To him, his friends were 
everything, so no matter what you said, no matter what 
life experiences you had, it didn’t matter. He knew best,” 
Stephanie said. 
 Not only did the Shoulders family talk to him about his 
drug abuse, they even took “him up to a couple of counselors 
in the area,” according to Mr. Shoulders. However, that didn’t 
work. Adam told his father that he didn’t connect with any of 
them.
 “I really don’t know what that means. Maybe he just 
didn’t want to do it or didn’t want the help,” Mr. Shoulders 
said. 
 In addition to talking to Adam and giving him the 
opportunity to see a counselor, the family pulled him out of 
school last year so he could spend three months in Denver, 
Colorado, with his sister, Sarah. They hoped the new 
environment would help with his drug problem.
 “The idea was to try to get him away from his friends, 

Problem, continued on page 38



 A Cut Above 11

Informative Feature

Emily Hayward
Rochester High School

 No one likes you. 
 You’re ugly and stupid.
 You’re nasty. Go kill yourself.
 As junior Caitlyn Kuskowski walked down the 
hallway, the words seemed trapped in her brain. While 
she said she tried to convince herself that they were only 
words, she still couldn’t believe how harsh other students 
had been to her. 
 “It definitely made me feel down and upset to have 
people say these things to me,” Kuskowski said. “I felt like 
I was less of a person, like I wasn’t important. It was like I 
didn’t matter.”
 For Kuskowski, the cruel words were delivered by 
Formspring, a site that allows people to anonymously ask 
questions. Kuskowski said she first created a Formspring 
for fun, but it soon spiraled out of control.
 “Everyone had one,” Kuskowski said. “I just thought 
it would be something really fun. But now there’s no use 
to it. No one ever says anything nice to me; it’s all mean 
and inappropriate stuff.”
 Although not every teen has a Formspring, 
Kuskowski is not alone. Many teens, like Kuskowski, 
are victims of what is known as cyber-bullying, or the 
ridicule of a student by another student online. According 
to Mrs. Christina Isaacs, a psychologist at Blue Water 
Counseling in Troy, cyber-bullying is becoming an 
increasing problem. 
 “In today’s world, technology plays a huge role 
in communication,” Mrs. Isaacs said. “Sure, the 
technology can be helpful at times; but it can also be 
used in extremely hurtful ways. This is especially true 
in teenagers, who are more vulnerable to being bullied 
because they generally place a lot of value in what people 
think of them.”
 According to the National Crime Prevention 
Council (NCPC), the incidences of cyber-bullying have 
dramatically increased over the past year, as 43 percent 
of teens reported that they have experienced some form 
of cyber-bullying. The study also revealed that cyber-
bullying is most prevalent among 15 and 16-year-olds. 
In fact, more than 50 percent of this total age group 
admitted to being the victim of at least one cyber-
bullying incident in the past year. 
 Unfortunately, Mrs. Isaacs said, some of these cyber-
bullying cases produce devastating results. 
 “Teens have become really dependent on social 
networking sites like Formspring, Facebook, and 

Myspace,” Mrs. Isaacs said. “Sadly, these sites are 
commonly used to tease others. This is mostly because 
bullies can’t see the reaction of their victims when they 
use the Internet as their weapon. It’s almost as if the 
ridicule has no consequence at all.”
 However, sophomore Lauren Cates said that social 
networking sites can be beneficial. 
 “I have a Formspring and a Facebook,” Cates said. 
“I love them both. Formspring gives people a chance to 
ask me things they’re curious about but wouldn’t want to 
ask in person, and Facebook lets me keep in touch with 
family and friends. Social networking sites in general – 
Formspring, Facebook, Myspace – are all a really easy way 
of staying connected.”
 According to Cates, students simply need to 
understand that there are risks associated with social 
networking sites and be prepared. 
 “It’s important for teens to not take what the bullies 
say to heart,” Cates said. “Some people can be really mean 
and most of the things they say aren’t even true. I’ve been 
cyber-bullied before, but it really doesn’t make me feel 
bad. I know the type of person I am, and the things other 
people say to me can’t change that.”
 While Cates said she ignores bullies, this is not the 
case for many students.
 “I am who I am today because of the people that 
bullied me throughout my life,” junior Kyle Willis said. 
“It hurts a lot to be bullied, especially cyber-bullied, 
because you’re at home and you don’t have anyone to talk 
to. It only makes what the bully says worse because you 
don’t have the friend support to tell you what the bully 
said was a load of crap.”
 The effects of cyber-bullying have prompted many 
people to take action. However, since the problem is 
relatively new, there are many different opinions on how 
it should be handled. 
 “This isn’t like any other problem we’ve seen before,” 
Mrs. Isaacs said. “The technology is so new that people 
just don’t now how to deal with it. Schools aren’t sure 
about when they can step it, students don’t know what to 
do when they see it happening, and most parents aren’t 
able to keep updated.”
 Although there is no definite solution in sight, 
Kuskowski said the most important thing is for students 
to stay true to who they are. 
 “When someone says something anonymously, it 
hurts even worse because they can’t come to your face and 
say it,” Kuskowski said. “But you really just have to take 
it with a grain of salt and let it go. You’re better than they 
are.”

CYBER-BULLYING: MENTALLY 
DESTROYING TEENS

Guidelines
•  leads capture attention, 

arouses curiosity
•  topic relevant to interests 

and/or welfare of school or 
students

•  thorough investigation 
through research and inter-
views

•  combines basics of good 
news and feature writing

•  organized with smooth  
transitions

•  balanced and fair presenta-
tion

•  sentences, paragraphs of 
varied length; written clear-
ly, concisely and vividly

•  proper diction/grammar

Informative Feature
Stories should be written 
to inform or instruct. Facts 
are obtained from research, 
interviews and observa-
tions.

First place winners  
by division

1 Emily Hayward 
Rochester

2 Sarah Dittrich, Scott 
Shermetaro & Zach 
Francis 
Stoney Creek

3 Amy Rooker 
Fenton

4 Jordan Siden 
Community

M John Minster 
Traverse City East
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Human Interest Feature

Haley Birkett & Dez Burley 
Grand Haven High School

 Being a foreign exchange student can be an 
emotional roller coaster. Waking up each day at the top of 
a new hill, about to plummet into an unfamiliar culture. 
Grasping for the lap bar, trying to hold on to the comfort 
and security of home. But for Taynara Seidl, nature has 
added some challenging twists and turns to her roller 
coaster ride. 
 Taynara was just beginning to get comfortable 
and settled in when floods washed away her home city, 
Teresópolis, Brazil. 
 “I was reading the New York Times and was like, ‘uh 
that’s my hometown,’” Taynara said. “I called my cousin 
first and he tried to not tell me but I knew something was 
wrong. 
 Worried, Taynara attempted to get in contact with 
her mother. 
 “It was hard to contact my family because the 
flood hit the city, no one had electricity, like Internet or 
phones,” Taynara said. “Then I called my dad, he lives in 
Rio and then he figured out a way to talk to my mom.”
Taynara’s mother recently purchased a new house.   
Unfortunately, it was located in one of the areas affected 
most by the floods. 
 “It was four in the morning and my neighbor had 
to wake up [my mom] and my sister and they didn’t have 
time to pick up anything,” Taynara said. 
 Her mother rushed outside, but the car was stuck 
in the mud. Fortunately, a neighbor was able to drive 
them to Taynara’s grandmother’s house nearby. With no 
belongings and nowhere to go, all they could do was wait. 
 “[My mom] could [only] go to our house with the 
police and firemen close because if something happened 
they would be able to go inside and help,” Taynara said. 

“She could pick up some of our things, but the back of 
the house was washed away.”
 What began as floods soon progressed to mudslides, 
leaving thousands of people without food or shelter. 
Rainfall totals were the highest in over four decades, 
leaving many homeless and struggling to survive. 
 “There’s families that don’t have anything to eat, so 
they are eating their dogs,” Taynara said. “You see people 
walking with bodies on their backs for four hours just to 
give them [a proper burial].” 
 According to CNN, the death toll has surpassed 
800, but Taynara recently spoke with a firefighter in Brazil 
who indicated the number was closer to 1,000. 
 “The cemetery is really crowded so they are starting 
to bury people in soccer fields,” Taynara said. “There are 
bodies hanging up in the trees, but it’s not one or two, it’s 
the whole family.”
 Senior Maggie Smith is one of Taynara’s closest 
friends and recognizes how hard it is for Taynara to be 
here with all that is happening in Brazil right now. 
 “I lost a friend and I have a friend who lost her 
house and her mom,” Taynara said. “The worst thing is 
that I can’t help. It’s terrible, it’s awful, it’s the worst thing 
ever.”
 “Taynara is trying to be strong by sending positive 
vibes to her family back home, but this is easier said than 
done. 
 “I’ve seen the mood change,” ESL teacher Ben 
Lawrence said. “She’s always bubbly but she’s more 
contemplative now.”
 For Taynara, returning home this July will be like 
plummeting into an unknown territory, only this ride 
won’t have a safety bar. 
 “I don’t think the city is going to be the same,” 
Taynara said. “I saw a CNN video of [Teresópolis and was 
like, ‘oh my God, that’s not my city.;”

Human Interest 
Feature
Human interest features 
appeal to the emotions 
of the reader with inspira-
tion, motivation, pathos 
or humor and often make 
effective use of quotes.

First place winners  
by division

1 Haley Birkett & Dez 
Burley 
Grand Haven

2 Anna Yaldo 
North Farmington

3 Kayla Murrish 
Seaholm

4 Jackie Jaber 
Clarenceville

M Jessica Gaskin 
Mona Shores

Guidelines
•  leads capture attention, 

arouses curiosity
•  emphasizes new element, 

fresh angle
•  colorful, lively presentation; 

effective form/style
•  reflects adequate research, 

sound interviewing tech-
niques from a variety of 
sources

•  effective use of facts/ quotes
•  interesting; appeals to the  

emotions
•  proper diction/grammar

FAR FROM FLOOD
Senior exchange student Taynara Seidl keeps family, city 
close to heart
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Rachel Rohr
Andover High School

 “When you hear the word transgender, what do you 
think of?”
 Nikk Selik, formerly known as Nikki Selik, asks 
this question to viewers of his short film entitled “Girlz 
2 Men,” in which he shows his recent transitioning from 
female to male. 
 “The reason I made the documentary is because 
I took a documentary class over the summer and I 
came up with the idea for my final project to shoot 
a documentary of my transition and [my teacher] 
totally loved the idea,” explain Nikk, who graduated 
from Andover in 2005. “People need to be educated 
about transgender stuff because it’s not something that 
everyone knows about. And people just have these 
preconceived notions or think it’s a joke but they don’t 
really understand what it is.”
 According to Nikk, becoming a male is a complex 
process that can involve months of testosterone 
injections as well as several surgeries. By the time Nikk 
made his film, he had been injecting himself with 
testosterone for 15 months, which caused a second 
puberty. 
 “Every time I’d look in the mirror and notice 
differend things,” Nikk explains. “It was just nice to 
eventually have to worry about people wondering if I’m 
a guy or girl because eventually they were like, ‘Oh he’s a 
guy.’ No questions. No weird looks.”
 As part of his transition, Nikk also wanted to get 
a bilateral mastectomy, which costs approximately ten 
thousand dollars. Nikk was ready to get a load for the 
procedure. However, his parents decided to pay for the 
surgery and took part in the process of finding a capable 
doctor. 
 “I wanted that commitment [that Nikk would pay 
for the surgery himself ] first,” says Bruce Selik, Nikk’s 
father. “I felt that if he was willing to pay for it then it 
was real. He started looking for loans and called and 
told me that he had gotten an approval for a load… and 
I said, ‘Well your mom and I have talked about it and 
we’re going to take care if it.’ We paid for the operation 
she had on the top because I felt that was our obligation 
and beyond that it is up to him.”
 Looking back, Nikk’s mother Terri Selik says she 
noticed something was different about her daughter 
even at a very young age. His sister Brooke, a 2009 
Andover graduate and current Kalamazoo College 
student, agrees. 
“Nikk was always a tomboy. Sometimes kids go through 

that tomboy phase, but then they get over it. He’s never 
outgrown it,” sais Brooke. “As young as three years 
old, he would get a Barbie for his birthday and be like, 
‘Oh this is a girl’s toy! I don’t want a girl’s toy!’ For 
Halloween, I was a princess, he was a vampire. I was a 
clown, he was Sonic the Hedgehog. 
 “Nikk was like one of the boys.” 
 Like many transgender teens, Nikk says high school 
was difficult for him. 
 “I was really confused,” he shares. “Basically, 
in high school I had a lot of problems with cutting, 
depression and suicidal thoughts.”
 Family members note that Nikk’s problems became 
an issue for all of them.
 “Nikki and Brooke did not get along at all,” their 
father Bruse Selik says. “They were constantly fighting. 
There wasn’t five minutes in our house that wasn’t 
yelling and screaming. It was horrible.”
 “I was definitely not his friend at all,” Brooke says. 
“[He was] always telling me that he hated me, [and] 
he’d wish I was dead. But, I understood. Fortunately I 
was mature enough by then where my parents would sit 
me down and be like, ‘You know, your sister… she just 
needs to get help. I tried to be as supportive as I could 
but when he was constantly trying to get me out of his 
life, there was not much I could do for him.”
 Because Bruce and Terri felt they could not handle 
having their daughter at home anymore, they chose to 
send Nikk to boarding school Cross Creek Programs 
in La Verkin, Utah for two years “to be refreshed, so to 
speak,” Bruce explains. 
 “Nikk might not be alive if we didn’t put him 
somewhere to be protected like that,” Terri adds. 
 Nikk’s difficulties continued even after ending the 
program and returning to Andover for his senior year. 
He spent one semester at Oakland University then 
transferred to Columbia College in Chicago. During his 
time there, Nikk began identifying himself as a lesbian. 
 During a relationship with a girlfriend, Nikk 
became more and more comfortable with gender-
bending: looking more masculine, cutting his hair and 
wearing guys’ clothes. Aided by his therapist and a 
transgender youth he met, Nikk came out as transgender 
in October 2008, no longer wanting to be identified as a 
female. He asked his family and friends to call him Nikk 
instead of Nikki and to begin using male pronouns, 
which was a struggle for all. 
 “[Calling him Nikk] was really challenging,” 
Brooke says. “He doesn’t understand that I’m his 
younger sister; he was always my older sister Nikki and 
he just expected me overnight to start calling him Nikk 

Personality Profile

FAMILY SHARES STORY OF 
TRANSGENDER SON
Alum’s documentary explains his recent transition 
from female to male

Guidelines
•  leads capture attention, 

arouses curiosity; reason for 
sketch is made clear early in 
story

•  emphasizes fresh angle;  
individualizes person

•  colorful, lively presentation; 
effective form/style

•  reflects adequate research, 
sound interviewing tech-
niques from a  
variety of sources

•  avoids encyclopedic listing 
of subjects accomplish-
ments

•  effective use of facts/ 
quotes

•  interesting; appeals to the  
emotions

•  proper diction/grammar

Personality Profile
The personality profile 
captures the life, interests 
and accomplishments of 
well known or interest-
ing people, based on 
interviews. The subject(s) 
should have experiences, 
thoughts and accomplish-
ments worth reporting. 
Anecdotes add to the 
personality profile.

First place winners  
by division

1 Nina Stockman 
Novi

2 Hannah Ervin 
Wylie E. Groves

3 Rachel Rohr 
Andover

4 Staff 
Portage Community

M Morgan Scollard 
Traverse City East

Nikk, continued on next change
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Diversity Coverage

Maggie Turney 
Haslett High School

 By age 10, Chris McLaughlan knew he was gay. 
 Once I told my parents, they were surprisingly 
accepting,” McLauchlan said. However, his elementary 
school peers didn’t accept him as openly.
 “I was definitely more feminine than the other 
boys and that wasn’t something that people at that age 
would easily accept,” McLauchlan said. “I became more 
untrusting and I was just done with people. It wasn’t 
something I wanted to deal with at that age.”
 The only solution was to take a break from public 
schools. McLauchlan left Murphy Elementary School 
in fifth grade and started to attend a private school. “It 
was very easy, very smooth transition and it was a helpful 
move for him,” Melissa McLauchlan, Chris’ mom, said. 
“The school was really helpful about it, too. I went in and 
told them I would be taking Chris out of school the next 
day. They said that was fine and there was really nothing 
else involved.”
 When McLauchlan arrived at his new school, his 
peers were more accepting but he ended being home-
schooled after a year. McLauchlan then rejoined the 
Haslett school system in eighth grade. 
 “When I came back, I began to surround myself 

with new friends who liked and accepted me for who I 
am,” McLauchlan said. 
 McLauchlan may act strong when he hears 
comments or prejudices spoken about him. 
 “They’re never to my face. They’re always said 
behind my back. I mean, their comments aren’t too 
discrete so I can basically hear them all,” McLauchlan 
said. 
 “It’s funny though, because when they whisper 
comments it’s because they think less of me,” he said. 
“The truth is, I’m actually thinking less of them for not 
being able to accept the fact that there are different types 
of people in the world.”
 One thing that really bothers McLauchlan is those 
who believe being gay is a choice. “It’s definitely not 
something a person could choose. I mean, if gay people 
got to choose if they could be gay or straight, many 
would choose to be straight because then they would get 
so much hate and prejudice,” he said. “It’s not a choice. 
You’re just born with it or you’re not.”
 Today, he doesn’t feel totally accepted at school, but 
he feels like more and more people have accepted and 
think that it’s fine that he’s different. “Now that I’m a 
senor, I am truly comfortable with who I am as a person,” 
McLauchlan said. “I’m not going to give in or change 
myself to please others. I’m just me and I love it.”

and using male pronouns — he, his, him — and it’s just 
really challenging. It’s hard.”
 Terri and Bruce had similar difficulties, really 
needing to concentrate on their word choices. It was 
when Nikk began to look like a guy that it got easier for 
Brooke. 
 “When he started the testosterone… he was at 
school and I was at school, and I hadn’t seen him in 
awhile,” Brooke remembers. “After he had been taking 
the testosterone, he had the facial hair, his voice was 
deeper, and I thought, ‘Now this would just be weird 
if I called you a she.’ … And now it’s just like there is 
nothing about him that resembles a girl, inside or out.”
 According to Nikk, family and friends have been 
mostly supportive throughout his transition. Past and 
current friends have said to him, “Food for you,” while 
Terri and his grandmothers got him ‘son’ and ‘grandson’ 
cards for his birthday. 
 But as Terri explains, the road to acceptance isn’t 
without bumps.
 “Nikk’s therapist said [the transition] is like 
grieving for the death of your child,” she says. “My 

daughter was no longer my daughter. But now I had this 
new person, my son. It’s this process that as a parent you 
go through like the death.”
 Nikk echoes that the change was also like a form of 
death for him. 
 “I feel like a completely different person,” he 
explains. “I metaphorically died. My female part died. 
And I was reborn as a male.”
 Though he has support, Nikk says he often feels 
isolated. 
 “I can’t really date or do a lot of things that 
‘normal’ people can,” Nikk says. “And I guess the thing 
that kind of goes along with it is feeling that I can’t 
really relate to girls and feeling that I can’t relate to guys 
either. Personality-wise I’m kind of both, I guess. At the 
same time, I’m neither because I kind of look at gender 
as a limitation that society puts on everyone. Gender 
isn’t black and white, it’s on a spectrum.”
 Looking back, Nikk regrets nothing. 
“You’re just born that way. And the only choice is do 
you be someone that everybody thinks you should be or 
do you be yourself?”

Guidelines
• topic relevant to school 

or students and relects 
life styles, challegens and 
potentials of those from a 
diverse background

•  sharp, attention-getting 
lead grabs reader and 
arouses curiosity

•  shows thorough reporting 
skills though research and 
interviewing

•  effective use of facts/quotes 
from both primary and sec-
ondary sources

•  balanced, fair and sensitive 
presentation

•  sentences, paragraphs 
of varied length; written 
clearly, concisely and vividly

•  proper diction/grammar; 
use of punctuation

Diversity Coverage
Stories tell about lifestyles, 
challenges, and potential 
of those from a diverse 
background. Will cover 
more than plight, also 
includes how the subjects 
dealt with it. 

First place winners  
by division

1 Amy Wronski 
Grand Haven

2 Megan Trombley, Taylor 
Trapani, Ali Naimy & 
Meziah Cristobal 
Midland

3 Rachel Rohr 
Andover

4 Maggie Turney 
Haslett

M Fiona Muha 
Traverse City East

ACCEPTANCE VS. INTOLERANCE

Nikk, continued from page 13



 A Cut Above 15

Environmental Story

Guidelines
•  topic relevant to the school 

or students and covers 
health, science or environ-
mental story that is informa-
tive

•  sharp, attention-getting 
lead grabs reader and 
arouses curiosity

•  shows thorough reporting 
skills through research and 
interviewing

•  effective use of facts/quotes 
from both primary and sec-
ondary sources

•  balanced, fair and sensitive 
presentation

•  sentences, paragraphs 
of varied length; written 
clearly, concisely and vividly

•  proper diction/grammar; 
use of third person

Environmental 
Story
This story will focus on an 
environmental, health or 
science topic. It can be a 
straight news story or an 
investigative piece.

First place winners  
by division

1 Stephanie Sokol 
Eisenhower

2 Ty Buckingham & Morgan 
Groulx 
Midland

3 Annie Stenback 
Seaholm

4 Jessie Cunningham 
Ithaca

M Jimmy Smith 
Traverse City East

OPEN SEASON
Jimmy Smith 
Traverse City East Middle School

 Ask any northern Michigander about the 
significance of November 15, and he’ll know right away. 
It’s opening day. Hunting, particularly deer hunting, 
is a big part of Traverse City’s culture. But hunting – 
especially for the young – is on the decline in northern 
Michigan. The number of hinting licenses has been 
decreasing each year by about 1 to 2 percent, Mary 
Dettloff, spokeswoman for the Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment (DNRE) told the Record-
Eagle.
 Currently, hunters can begin as young as 10 years 
old. An apprentice license, which is good for two years, 
is available for youth who want to try the sport without 
taking the hunter safety course. An apprentice hunter 
needs to be accompanied by a seasoned hunter with a 
legitimate hunting license. 
 More committed young hunters can take the 
Department of Natural Resources Hunter’s Safety Class. 
After completing that class, young people can hunt with 
a parent or legal guardian. When they reach 18, they can 
hunt alone.
 Seth Tice, eighth grade, has been hunting since he 
was six. He loves the outdoors and hunting with his 
father and older brother. 
 “I shot my first deer when I was 12 during muzzle-
loading season,” he said. 
 Tice knows that hunting entails a lot of 
responsibility. Hunters always have to be aware of their 
surroundings. 
 “The biggest thing in being in the outdoors is 
safety,” Tice said. “You have to always make sure you are 
careful holding a gun because you could shoot or kill 
somebody.”
Tice found the Hunter Safety course helpful.

 “It is good to take a Hunter Safety course before 
you go out hunting because the experts there help you 
learn everything you need to learn about hunting,” he 
said. 
 Currently, Michigan has more laws restricting 
hunting than any other state. According to the Record-
Eagle, the Michigan United Conservation Club is 
proposing legislation that eliminates all age restrictions 
on hunting although those who are young will have to 
be accompanied by an adult. The legislation is designed 
to encourage youth hunting. 
 Like Tice, Steve Urbanski, sixth/seventh grade 
principal, loves being outside. 
 “Something just comes across me with the solitude 
of being in the outdoors,” Urbanski said. “I like to be 
out in the outdoors with friends and family, and it’s 
always nice to catch up with old friends that I haven’t 
seen in a long time and go hunting with them.”
 Urbanski prefers deer hunting with a bow rather 
than his gun.
 “My favorite weapon to hunt with is my long bow,” 
he said. “It’s a traditional long bow for deer hunting and 
I use cedar arrows with it.”
 But Urbanski doesn’t just hunt deer.
 “I love to go out and shoot woodcock because it is 
always nice to go out and put my dogs to work,” he said. 
“I’ve also shot several eight pointers – the biggest one 
five years ago.”
 Hunting is more than just recreation. It controls 
deer population and provides revenue for DNRE 
operations. Experts think hunting is declining because 
there is less land available for hunting. In an effort to 
increase available hunting sites, a federal grant is paying 
farmers to allow hunting on their land. 
 Urbanski looks forward to hunting each year. “It’s 
the unique experiences and the love for the outdoors,” 
he said. “And there are always beautiful things to see.”
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Alternative Story Form

Guidelines
• should be a story told in a 

unique, alternative way.
• this is not a traditional story 

as in inverted pyramid, news 
anecdotal, analysis or feature 
narrative.

• story is told with quick facts, 
it’s a quick read that pro-
vides readers with a unique 
approach to a story.

• while the read is quick, 
ASF should provide reader 
with complete information. 
Readers should not be left 
asking questions.

• organization is such that story 
is easy to follow and logical, 
even though it’s in an alterna-
tive way.

•  ASF is visually engrossing, 
bringing readers in through 
strong use of typography and 
other types of visuals.

•  should not be packaged 
with another story or part of 
another story.

•  stands totally alone as a story-
telling device.

•  submission only considered if 
submitted with entire page on 
which it was featured.

Alternative Story 
Form
ASF consists of a whole 
story told in an alterna-
tive way. It can consist of 
anything that is not a tra-
ditional story form. There 
should be visual destina-
tions, good use of typog-
raphy, easy to scan, well 
organized, can provide 
quick facts and deep con-
text. It should not include 
traditional narrative.

First place winners  
by division
1 Sarah Paquet & Kelsey 

Frazier 
Grand Ledge

2 Sarah Dittrich & Monica 
Nowak 
Stoney Creek

3 Emily Grevel 
Mona Shores

4 Kayla Stoler & Cody Pan 
Community

M Kayla Stencel 
East Hills 

Sarah Paquet & Kelsey Frazier, Grand Ledge High School
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Sports Feature Story

Guidelines
•  lead captures attention, 

arouses curiosity
•  emphasizes new element, 

fresh angle
•  colorful, lively presentation; 

effective form/style
•  reflects adequate re-search, 

sound interviewing tech-
niques

•  avoids summaries of pub-
lished materials

•  effective use of facts/ 
quotes

•  interesting; appeals to the  
reader’s emotions

•   proper diction/grammar

Sports Feature
Stories may include per-
sonality profile, informa-
tive, interpretive (why), 
and/or human interest 
specifically related to 
sports.

First place winners  
by division

1 Mike Ginocchio 
Grand Haven

2 Josh Frazier & Jon Russell 
HH Dow

3 Chad McDonald & Tori 
Martin 
Mason

4 Brian Lach 
Grand Rapids Catholic 
Central

M Dylan Wittenberg 
West Hills

Brian Lach 
Grand Rapids Catholic Central

 “One thirteen… one sixteen… one twenty-three… 
C’mon! I want you guys under one eighteen!”
 The voice of Coach Jackson Fox booms out as his 
runners cross the line in practice, making one thing perfectly 
clear: cross country is a sport of seconds. A brief moment can 
make or break the entire race. 
 For this reason, the team of runners must work 
as hard as possible, pushing themselves to shave those 
precious seconds off their times. Coupled with this desire 
for self-improvement is the impulse to compete with their 
teammates. 
 And tradition hasn’t made it any easier on these runners. 
Up for grabs is “The Headband,” a cherished hand-me-down 
from the glory days of Jimmy McKiever, who graduated in 
2009. 
 Following his final cross country race, McKiever 
passed his headgear on to the returning runner who had 
achieved the best personal time that season, and the rest is 
history. Since then the band has been property of the top 
varsity runner, which can change each week depending on 
individual performance. 
 “Overall I think it is a positive thing that inspires the 
runners to compete for that top spot on the team,” Fox said 
of this tradition. 
 This year, that title has been alternating between David 
VanderZee (’12) and Brad Perschbacher (’11). 
 “Both David and Brad have been strong leaders both 
on and off the field,” Fox said. “They push each other in 
workouts and work together in [races].”
 Talking with the two runners, it is evident each has his 
own unique approach to each race, and his own individual 
view of the competition, the struggle, and then ultimately 
the fruits of his labor. And according to Fox, each is All-
Conference material. 
 But at the end of the day, only one can have that 
hallowed head wear, though, and neither one will go down 
without a fight. 
 In the far corner is VanderZee with a personal best of 

17:17 and a will to succeed. Make no mistake, the finish line 
is what’s on this junior’s mind. Fueled by a competitive spirit, 
VanderZee strives to beat those he is running both with and 
against. The thought of being done motivates him as well. 
 “The harder you run, the less time you have to spend on 
the course,” VanderZee said. 
 He feels that this year’s runners all push each other to 
improve their times, build endurance, and boost the team’s 
chances for success. This intersquad competition has led to a 
constantly alternating varsity lineup – the lineup of the top 
seven runners is rarely ever the same. 
 VanderZee looks forward to the skilled competition 
and excellent course that the Michigan State University meet 
promises each year. In fact, two of his favorite memories 
include the victory at last year’s MSU meet and last year’s trip 
to States. Of course, thoughts of repeating are always on his 
mind. 
 On the other hand, Perschbacher has a personal best of 
17:06 and the determination to make his last season at CC 
count. 
 “It’s my last year running for Catholic, so I’ve got to 
make it a good one,” Perschbacher said. 
 And he is making sure of it. He said he consistently runs 
the furthest and works out the longest at practices. Having 
worked his way up from a double-digit team ranking all 
the way to a dependable 1 or 2 spot, Perschbacher said he 
knows the value of hard work and the satisfaction that comes 
from being in the top seven. Placing fifth at conference is a 
fond memory, but he considers each race to have identical 
importance. 
 “I look at every race as though it is the most important 
race of the season, and I strive to do my best,” Perschbacher 
said. 
 These runners are constantly working to improve, one 
always trying to trump the other. This competitive spirit is 
what drives the runners, and the team, and it is something 
that every coach looks for in his top athletes. 
 “Both have an excellent shot at making it to the state 
finals,” Fox said. 
 Both also have an excellent shot of ending the season 
with that coveted headband.

TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THESE 
CROSS COUNTRY BOYS
Top two runners battle it out for coveted prize: Jimmy 
McKiever’s headband
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OUT OF BOUNDS

Sports Column

Sports Column
Each story must consist of 
samples of two columns 
under the same standing 
head, authorized by the 
same writer(s). Each col-
umn must carry bylines or 
other writer identification 
to indicate the personal 
nature of the content. Each 
entry in this category must 
be written by a different 
writer(s).

Guidelines
•  sharp, attention-getting 

lead
•  expresses personal opin-

ion; uses consistent style; 
demonstrates knowledge of 
sports

•  reflects thought/research,  
freshness, individuality;  
avoids cliches

•  effective use of facts/ 
quotes or supportive mate-
rial

•  informative, interesting,  
entertaining

•  upholds journalistic integrity
•  sentences, paragraphs 

of varied length; written 
clearly, concisely and vividly

•  proper diction/grammar

First place winners  
by division

1 Aaron Kuhn 
Rochester

2 Liz Sawyer 
Waterford Kettering

3 Steven Goldenthal 
Andover

4 Spencer MacDonald 
Community

M Nikki Hulka 
Mona Shores

Another Final Four raises 
hopes for Izzo
 Every Easter weekend Michigan State students make the 
commute back home to spend the holidays with their families. 
But this year, no one wanted to leave campus. And who can 
blame them? Saturday, April 3 marked MSU’s sixth Final Four 
appearance in the past 15 years, and students were ecstatic. 
 Every sports bar in Waterford was overrun with green 
fans, so I can only imagine the chaos in East Lansing. That 
night, I went to Buffalo Wild Wings with a few of my 
friends from MSU where we had to negotiate to even get 
a table. Some of us shared seats for a bit while waiting for 
accommodations to be made, but didn’t mind because we were 
able to watch the game with a hundred other obnoxiously-
dressed fans. At 6:07 PM the place erupted in applause — it 
was obvious that we wanted to see the Spartans make it to the 
Championship game, but in all reality, the crowd was pleased 
that we had made it this far. 
 Three of the four games leading up to the Final Four had 
been won by three points or less, and with star point guard 
Kalin Lucas rupturing his Achilles tendon in the second round 
against Maryland, it left a considerable amount of weight on 
the shoulders of players who may not normally even see the 
NCAA floor.
 Lucious’ buzzer-beater three-pointer saved MSU from 
going home early that day, but as the team continued moving 
up the bracket they grew in worse physical shape. Chris Allen 
was suffering from a foot injury, Delvon Roe had a torn 
meniscus, and Raymar Morgan got a tooth knocked out, yet all 
three refused to sit on the bench. If that doesn’t say something 
about the will of the team, then I don’t know what does 
 So, Buffalo Wild Wings broke out to applause at 
6:07 PM because the fans respected the players’ effort. They 
broke out in applause because they admired Coach Tom 
Izzo for taking the Spartans to the Final Four yet again, and 
overcoming adversity this season. But the main reason they 
broke out in applause was because, MSU grad or not, it was 
their team walking out on the court. 
 But when Butler beat MSU by two points to continue 
on to the Championship, Spartan fans walked out of the 
restaurant hanging their heads. I, too, was saddened by the loss, 
but knew as many other fans did, that next year Izzo will be 
back. With nine Sweet 16s, seven Elite Eights, six Final Fours, 
two Title Games, and one Championship in 2000, Izzo has the 
most impressive record in MSU basketball history, and it’s not 
hard to see why. 
 The man has done more than create a successful 
basketball team, he has brought communities together. March 
Madness gives fans an opportunity to support their team on 
a national scale. And while I may be going to a NCAA rival 
school next year, there will always be a special place in my heart 
for the Spartans.

Death of Ernie Harwell leaves 
Tiger fans in tears
 It was a Wednesday morning, and as I began getting 
ready for school, my father turned to me and said that Ernie 
Harwell had passed away the previous night. The name rang 
a bell, but at the time I couldn’t put a finger on what exactly 
Ernie did. I knew that he was old, and had been involved in 
sports for decades, but I didn’t realize that he was the long-time 
broadcaster for the Tigers. And I didn’t realize what an impact 
he had made on the lives of so many Metro Detroiters. 
 As my father told me what he remembered of Harwell, 
tears welled up in his eyes. Which came as a shock, because my 
dad never cries. 
In an effort to comfort him, I said “Dad, wasn’t he like 92? 
Didn’t everyone see this coming?” Looking back, that probably 
wasn’t the most sympathetic thing to say. He replied with 
“Well, yeah. But that doesn’t mean it isn’t sad to see him go.”
 The more my dad talked, the more I understood that 
Ernie wasn’t just the voice of the Tigers, he was the voice of 
many people’s childhood — even my own, yet I was never 
aware of it Ernie announced his last game in 2002; I was only 
10 years old. I went to ball games, and watched them on TV as 
a kid, but I never thought twice about the man who was giving 
commentary in the background and entertaining the viewers 
with his catch-phrases. At that age, I probably didn’t even know 
that it was the same man announcing every game. 
 But since his death, I have to admit that I’ve felt a little 
guilty. For being a self-proclaimed “sports buff,” it’s amazing 
how much I didn’t know about Ernie. I didn’t know that he 
spent 40 out of 52 years as a broadcaster here in Detroit, or 
that he called more than 8,300 major league games throughout 
his career. I didn’t know that he was inducted into National 
Sportswriters Association Hall of Fame in 1989 or that despite 
being diagnosed with cancer this past September, he was 
determined to continue writing his book. 
 Now I know that Ernie was loved. That because obvious 
when fans were interviewed at the Red Wings game the night 
of his death, and again when he received a standing ovation 
during the seventh inning stretch of the Tiger’s away game that 
same night, and again when a life-sized statue was built at the 
front of Comerica Park in his honor. But the biggest testament 
to his impact on Detroit was the vast number of people who 
came to see his body at Comerica on May 7. Everyone was able 
to pay their last respects to Ernie for being such a positive role 
model in their lives. 
 Which leads me to wonder if there will be anyone that 
makes an everlasting mark on our generation. It’s a real shame, 
but I seriously can’t imagine crying over the passing of today’s 
musicians and professional athletes. Britney Spears and Tiger 
Woods may be some of the most popular celebrities, but the 
message they’re sending kids isn’t exactly beneficial. I can only 
hope that when I’m a parent, I’m able to tell my children 
stories about my heroes and why they were an influential part 
of my development. I can only hope that I remember someone 
like Ernie Harwell.

Liz Sawyer 
Waterford Kettering High School
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Sports News Story

Lindsey Speaker 
Quincy High School

Quincy’s soccer teams may soon have a new place to 
call “home.” Parrish Excavating is donating $75,000 in 
construction services to the Quincy School District to 
be used to build a new soccer field on school grounds. 
“I believe we [Parrish Excavating], as a company, are 
blessed with resources we’re supposed to share, and 
my dad, wife and I recognize a need for a soccer field 
at the school. It’s a way we can take what we have and 
share it with the kids,” Vice President Brad Parrish 
said.
The donation was announced at the school board 
meeting Oct. 18.
Parrish Excavating has only two conditions for the use 
of money: that its company builds the field and that a 
varsity soccer field is fully constructed.
Quincy has had a soccer program for three years and 
has operated on what many players believe is a poor 
practice field located beside the Quincy baseball field. 
“There are so many holes in the practice field ground 
and they alter the ball’s course,” soccer player Brent 
Hayden ’12 said. 
The program holds home games at the Creel Complex 
in Coldwater.

“Having the field in Coldwater is tough on parents 
because of the driving and tough on kids because they 
can’t practice on their game field. I feel if we are going 
to have the program, we should have the facilities 
needed for it,” principal David Spalding said.
The Quincy Athletic Boosters have already donated 
$10,000. 
All Pro Services has donated the seeding, and True 
Trim Lawn Care has donated the first year’s lawn care 
treatment. 
According to business manager Mark Ludlow, another 
$10,000 has been committed from the school’s sinking 
fund. 
Spalding said various community members have also 
donated another $7,000. 
To complete the project, the school still needs an 
additional $28,000 before Parrish Excavating can begin 
building. 
The start of the construction of the field will depend 
on the acquisition of additional funds. 
If Parrish Excavating is unable to start this fall, it will 
begin in the spring. The field is set to be complete by 
fall of 2011. 
“It is a very generous donation and [soccer players] are 
very excited that we finally get our own field,” soccer 
player Alissa Bean ’13 said. 

NEW GOALS
Soccer program receives $75,000 donation

Guidelines
•  lead features interesting,  

important angle
•  uses colorful, lively style
•  avoids cliches, editorializing
•  displays knowledge of 

sports; uses understandable 
terms

•  shows research/interviewing 
skills; emphasizes how and 
why

•  effective use of facts/ quotes
•  proper diction/grammar; use 

of the third person
•  unity/coherence

Sports News
Sports news stories may 
include general sports 
news or sports events and 
are constructed in news 
style.

First place winners  
by division

1 Jake Lourim 
Troy

2 Scott Kendall 
HH Dow

3 Adam Banchiu 
Seaholm

4 Lindsey Speaker 
Quincy

M Joelle Fisher & Hannah 
Smith 
Mona Shores
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Sports Photo

Sports Photo
Any non-portrait action 
photo directly related to 
sporting events should be 
entered in this category. 
Photos will be judged on 
both the quality of the 
photo as printed and how it 
was used in the publication.

Guidelines
•  effective cropping to center 

of interest 
•  clear, sharp details 
•  good, sharp contrast with 

varied levels of grays, black, 
and white or colors 

•  attracts, holds reader’s 
attention 

•  avoids distracting back/ 
foreground 

•  all elements in photo com-
bine with caption  
to tell story 

•  action, rather than posed 
photo 

•  captures dramatic moment

First place winners  
by division

1 Donna Hurt 
Stevenson

2 Liam Carter 
Wylie E. Groves

3 Cole Myhre 
Mona Shores

4 Sarah Spohn 
Laingsburg

M Abby peterson 
Mona Shores

Cole Myhre, Mona Shores High School
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News/Feature Phototograph

News/Feature 
Photo
Photos in this category 
should be non-portrait, 
non-sports photos based 
either on on-the-spot 
coverage of an event that 
had news value and timeli-
ness, or on the drama and 
emotion characteristic of 
features. Photos will be 
judged on both the qual-
ity of the photo as printed 
and how it was used in the 
publication.

Guidelines
•  effective cropping to center 

of interest
•  clear, sharp details
•  good, sharp contrast with 

varied levels of grays, black 
and white or colors

•  attracts, holds reader’s 
attention

•  avoids distracting back/ 
foreground

•  all elements in photo com-
bine with caption to tell 
story

•  action, rather than posed 
photo

•  underscores news/feature 
importance

First place winners  
by division 

1 Samantha Grubb 
Wayne Memorial

2 Amelia Flynn 
Grosse Pointe North

3 Sidney Krandall 
Seaholm

4 Emily Cieciwa 
Laingsburg

M Dalia Schwarzbaum 
West Hills

Sidney Krandall, Seaholm High School
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Portrait

Portrait
Photos in this category 
must show the personality 
and/or character of the 
people and/or animals 
photographed. No more 
than two subjects should 
be featured in the picture. 
Sports portraits should be 
entered in this category. 
Photos will be judged on 
both the quality of the 
photo as printed and how 
it was used in the publica-
tion.

Guidelines
•  effective cropping to center 

of interest 
•  clear, sharp details 
•  good, sharp contrast with 

varied levels of grays, black, 
and white or colors

•  attracts, holds reader’s 
attention 

•  avoids distracting back/
foreground 

•  background appropriate for 
subject 

•  natural appearance rather 
than posed photo 

•  emphasizes personality of 
subject 

First place winners  
by division

1 Haley Birkett 
Grand Haven

2 Kelsey Kaptur 
North Farmington

3 Alissa mcClimans 
Fenton

4 Grant Voisinet 
Laingsburg

M Ellie Yermen 
West Hills MS

Alissa McClimans, Fenton High School
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Editorial Cartoon

Alan Young, Everett High School

Editorial Cartoon
This category includes 
only editorial cartoons. 
This cartoon appears 
on the editorial/opinion 
page. It makes a point and 
delivers commentary or 
opinion.

Guidelines
•  appears on editorial page
•  simple in design
•  shows high technical quality
•  centered on one topic
•  timely
•  subject familiar to reader in 

everyday life
•  displays artistic talent
•  message succinctly stated

First place winners 
by division

1 Peter Mansky 
Troy

2 Alan Young 
Everett

3 Zach Riley 
Mason

4 Maranda Zimmerman 
Laingsburg

M Jenna Wang 
East Hills
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Comic Strip

Max Kleiner, Rochester High School

First place winners  
by division

1 Max Kleiner 
Rochester

2 Kellie Riter 
Lakeview Battle Creek

3 Raejine Wright 
Southfield

4 Heather Yerge 
Clarenceville

M Zoe Stenhold 
Mona Shores

Comic Strip
Each installment of a comic 
strip counts as a separate 
entry. The purpose of the 
comic strip is to entertain.

Guidelines
•  entertaining
•  simple in design
•  shows high technical quality
•  centered on one topic
•  timely
•  subject familiar to reader in 

his everyday life
•  displays artistic talent
•  message succinctly stated
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Illustration

Illustration
This category includes 
photo illustration, origi-
nal artwork or original 
computer artwork used to 
establish a theme or mood 
with the intent to enhance 
any news/feature/sports 
article. 

Guidelines
•  clearly develops a theme or 

mood to enhance story
•  displays artistic talent within 

potential for expression 
using art, photography or 
computer

•  photos offer good, sharp 
contrast with varied levels of 
grays, black and white 

•  art shows knowledge of 
composition, line and shad-
ing

•  attracts, holds reader’s atten-
tion  

•  uses color, screens, typogra-
phy and detail effectively

•  sizes and placement draw 
reader’s attention to story 
without overwhelming con-
tent

•  shows thought and creativity

First place winners  
by division

1 Ethan Beswick, Mike 
Ginocchio & Alison 
Steggles 
Grand Haven

2 Ty Butler 
Midland

3 Sidney Krandall 
Seaholm

4 Sasha Burnett 
Quincy

M Ashley Goldsborough 
Mona Shores

Ty Butler, Midland High School
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Information Graphic

Information 
Graphic
This category includes 
charts, graphs or diagrams 
created by hand or by com-
puter and used to  
supplement or replace 
written content and give 
the reader information in a 
visual form. 

Guidelines
•  clearly enhances the story
•  visuals help clarify, simplify 

or visualize information
•  visually attractive
•  avoids excessive lines and/

or illustrations that might 
confuse the reader but 
shows effective detail

•  entertaining and/or infor-
mative

•  clear lines and even strokes 
as opposed to retraced or 
broken lines

•  taken advantage of art of 
computer technology 

•  uses color, screens, typog-
raphy and placement effec-
tively

First place winners  
by division

1 Paula Friedrich 
Grosse Pointe South

2 Liam Zanyk Mclean 
HH Dow

3 Brian Margosian 
Andover

4 Samantha Jones 
Ithaca

M Gabrielle Healy, Simona 
Zhu, Rebecca Bloom & 
Maitreyi Anantharaman 
West Hills

Gabrielle Healy, Simona Zhu, Rebecca Bloom & Maitreyi Anantharaman, West Hills Middle School
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Advertising Layout

Advertising Layout
This category includes ads 
for which students have 
created the artwork or pho-
tography, written heads and 
copy and done the layout. 
Professionally created logos 
may be used. Ads should be 
attractive, informative and 
give all essential informa-
tion. This entry is a single 
advertisement, not a page of 
advertisements.

Guidelines
•  copy provides desired infor-

mation
•  copy appropriate: concise, 

specific and fast moving
•  copy attempts to motivate 

the reader
•  illustrations/photos clear
•  parts of the ad assembled to 

give interesting  
appearance (balance)

•  gaze motion or eye move-
ment arranged properly

•  distinctive: simplicity, action, 
emphasis, color, photography

•  standing details attractively 
arranged (trademark, name, 
address)

First place winners  
by division

1 Zachery Ahlstrom 
Eisenhower

2 Christopher Janson 
Grosse Pointe North

3 Tania Lee 
Southfield

4 Tyler Simmers 
Quincy

Tania Lee, Southfield High School
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Front Page/News Magazine Style

Front Page 
Magazine
Page contains nameplate 
and references to inside 
stories. Page generates 
reader interest and uses 
effective photos and/
or artwork. Page will be 
evaluated for overall use 
of space.

Guidelines
•  attractive nameplate, 

harmonizes with design, 
includes date, issue, volume, 
school, city and state

•  cover should be  
considered work of art

•  strongly relates to the inside 
contents

•  maintains visual interest
•  cover illustration (if used) 

may be compelling in size 
with a possible teaser head-
line depicting the mood of 
the story

•  photos effectively cropped, 
of varied size, shape, 
emphasizing action

•  cover can refer readers to 
inside pages

First place winners  
by division

1 Zachery Ahlstrom 
Eisenhower

2 Kelsey Kaptur 
North Farmington

3 Brennan Halliday, Lauren 
Zepeda & Caroline Wiley

4 Liz McCubbrey 
Community

M Abbey Peterson 
Mona Shores 
 

Liz McCubbrey, Community High School
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Front Page/Newspaper Style

Front Page-
Newspaper
Page contains nameplate. 
No advertising used on 
this page. Page will be 
evaluated for content and 
design for overall use of 
space.

Guidelines
•  attractive nameplate, harmo-

nizes with design, includes 
date, issue, volume, school, 
city, and state 

•  page generates reader inter-
est; showcases important 
content 

•  sound, journalistic style of 
writing 

•  maintains visual interest in 
lower half of page 

•  consistent use of headline 
styles/type faces 

•  photos effectively cropped, 
of varied size, shape, empha-
sizing action 

•  demonstrates effective 
graphic style, with graphic 
devices contributing to 
impact of page 

•  clear relationships demon-
strated between story and 
related pictures/art 

•  cutlines stand out from body 
copy; effective lead-ins used 
for longer cutlines

First place winners  
by division

1 Austin Reed 
Novi

2 Jimmy Nuse 
Utica

3 Kylie McCalla 
Mason

4 Liz Ringlein & Andrew 
Beauman 
Haslett

M Carrie Elliot, Julia Russo & 
Eve Washington 
West Hills

Kylie McCalla, Mason High School
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Story Package

Story Package
Content should be based 
on one significant topic 
built around a dominant 
story packaged with sec-
ondary stories. Does not 
need to be a true spread or 
full page design

Guidelines
•  package generates reader 

interest; showcases strongest 
content 

•  one dominant story ele-
ment and graphic element, 
packages with secondary 
elements in form of stories/
graphic 

•  visual elements tie package 
together to create cohe-
siveness, even if package 
extends to another non-con-
secutive page or does not fill 
an entire page

•  graphic devices, if used, con-
tribute to overall impact of 
package  

•  design reflects effective 
graphic style, personality of 
publication 

•  consistent use of headline 
styles/type faces

•  content covers appropriate, 
timely issues/topics

•  stories written in sound, jour-
nalistic style

•  headlines get smaller in 
relation to importance of ele-
ments in package

First place winners  
by division

1 Brittany Schoel 
Eisenhower

2 Alexandra Abalo & Saarah 
Saghir 
HH Dow

3 Melanie Greenspan 
Andover

4 Emily Cieciwa 
Laingsburg

M Gabrielle Healy & Simona 
Zhu 
West Hills

Brittany Schoel, Eisenhower High School
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Editorial-Opinion Page/Spread

Editorial Opinion 
Page/Spread
Page will be evaluated for 
content and design. At least 
one editorial must appear 
on the page(s) entered. 
Other items may include 
columns, bylined  
opinion, polls, surveys, 
reviews, letter and cartoons. 
The masthead is normally 
on the opinion page. No 
advertising should appear 
on the editorial page, but 
may be used on the op-ed 
page.

Guidelines
•  includes masthead with 

statement of responsibility 
for publication

•  graphic devices, if used, con-
tribute to overall impact of 
page

•  cartoon, illustrations are 
attractive, understandable, 
using shadings/ screenings

•  design reflects effective 
graphic style, personality of 
publication

•  opinion supported by facts, 
research and examples

•  ads not included on editorial 
page

•  strong visual center of inter-
est

•  consistent use of headline 
styles/type faces

•  editorial should be unsigned 
but clearly identifiable 
through standing heads and 
page ID, column width and/
or type size.

•  content covers appropriate, 
timely issues/topics

•  stories written in sound, jour-
nalistic style

First place winners  
by division

1 John Cherette 
Grand Haven

2 Tess Kohler, Fiona Muha, 
Allison Taphouse & Elyse 
Spencer 
Traverse City Central

3 Emily Gordy & Jeff Butler 
Seaholm

4 Tyler Scott 
Ithaca

M Jasmine Mancuso 
Mona Shores

Jasmine Mancuso, Mona Shores Middle School
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Emily Morgan & Hannah Lindow, Okemos High School

Feature Page/Spread

Feature Page/
Spread
Pages will be evaluated 
for content and design. 
Content may be based on 
a single story, a package of 
related stories, or diverse 
feature stories. Advertising 
may or may not in incorpo-
rated into the page design.

Guidelines
•  page generates reader inter-

est; showcases strongest 
content

•  strong visual center of inter-
est; page maintains visual 
interest throughout

•  consistent use of headline 
styles/typefaces; special 
types restricted to unique 
packaging of a single ele-
ment

•  photos effectively cropped, 
of varied size, shape, empha-
sizing action

•  demonstrated effective 
graphic style with graphic 
devices contributing to 
impact of page

•  clear relationships demon-
strated between story and 
related pictures, art

•  content reflects student 
interest

•  stories written according to 
sound journalistic style

First place winners  
by division

1 Emily Morgan & Hannah 
Lindow 
Okemos

2 Emma Maniere, Anie 
Gough & Nanette Motschall 
Grosse Pointe South

3 Amy Rooker & Jonathan 
Kantorousi 
Fenton

4 Mari Cohen  
Community

M Fiorello Powers, Tyler 
Velazquez, Emily Huth & 
Yasmine Phillips 
Bunker
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Sports Page/Spread
Pages will be evaluated 
for content and design. 
Content is restricted to 
sports. Advertising may or 
may not be included on 
these pages.

Guidelines
•  avoids sports jargon,   cliches 

• strong visual center of inter-
est; visually attractive top and 
bottom 

•  demonstrates knowledge of 
subject 

•  consistent use of headline 
styles/typefaces; head sizes 
indicate importance of story

•  cutlines stand out from body 
copy; effective lead-ins used 
for longer  
cutlines 

•  graphic devices and ads, if 
used, contribute to impact of 
page, are attractively pack-
aged, and encourage reader-
ship 

•  clear relationship between 
story and related pictures/ 
art; potential for each story to 
draw readers 

•  photos effectively cropped, 
of varied size, shape, and 
emphasizing action 

•  page design reflects person-
ality, contributes to attractive-
ness of page

First place winners  
by division

1 Mike Ginocchio, Ethan 
Beswick & Allison 
Steggles 
Grand Haven

2 Alex Bank 
HH Dow

3 Jonathan Kontorousis, 
Jack Wuerfel & Liz Martin 
Fenton

4 Julia Hurley 
Laingsburg

M Tyler Patch, Becca 
Hamel, Jeffrey Sanchez & 
Demontae Crowley 
Bunker

Julia Hurley, Laingsburg High School

Sports Page/Spread
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News Page/Spread

News Page/Spread
Pages will be evaluated 
for content and design. 
Content is restricted to 
news. Advertising may or 
may not be included on 
these pages.

Guidelines
•  most important story is in 

top half of page
•  graphic devices, if used, con-

tribute to overall impact of 
page

• design reflects effective 
graphic style, personality of 
publication

•  strong visual center of inter-
est

•  consistent use of headline 
styles/type faces

•  content covers appropriate, 
timely issues/topics

• stories written in sound, 
journalistic style

• headlines get smaller as 
they go down the page

First place winners  
by division

1 Dez Burley 
Grand Haven

2 Deanna Scheid 
Forest Hills Central

3 Jordan Dagenais, Sam 
Bugala & Jacob Keese 
Fenton

4 Jordan Siden 
Community

M Camille Gazoul & Mary 
Spencer 
Brownell

Deanna Scheid, Forest Hills Central High School
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Entertainment Page/Spread

First place winners  
by division

1 Mike Tkacz 
Grosse Pointe South

2 Max White & Chandler Clay 
Stoney Creek

3 James Fevereisen, Markey 
Kalt & Brian Margosian 
Andover

4 Katie O’Brien, Clare Lauer & 
Jordan Siden 
Community

M Abby Reisen 
Brownell

Guidelines
•  page generates reader inter-

est; showcases strongest con-
tent

•  strong visual center of inter-
est; page maintains visual 
interest throughout

•  includes logos/labels to sepa-
rate types of entertainment 
(books, videos, music, etc)

•  consistent use of headlines 
styles/typefaces; special types 
restricted to unique packag-
ing of a single element

• photos effectively cropped, of 
varied size, shape, emphasiz-
ing action

•  demonstrates effective graph-
ic style with graphic devices 
contributing to impact of 
page

• clear relationships demon-
strated between story and 
related pictures, art 

• cutlines stand out from body 
copy; effective lead-ins used 
for longer cutlines

• content reflects student inter-
ests

• stories written according to 
sound journalistic style

Entertainment Page/
Spread
Pages will be evaluated 
for content and design. 
Content is restricted to 
features and news dealing 
with entertainment (music, 
plays, movies, reviews). 
Advertising may or may not 
be included on these pages.

Mike Tkacz, Grosse Pointe South High School
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Photo Story

First place winners  
by division

1 Amy Potter 
Grand Haven

2 Amy Flynn & Rachel 
Premack 
Grosse Pointe North

3 Isabella DeShantz-Cook & 
Bethany Merrill 
Roosevelt

4 Sarah Spohn 
Laingsburg

M Tiffney Arthur, Demontae 
Crowley, Cori’on Chambers 
& Jeremy Foster 
Bunker

Guidelines
•  page includes at least three 

or four photos on related 
theme

•  headline and cutlines are 
evident

•  byline is included
•  copy, if used, is well-written 

and appropriate
•  photos are of good quality
•  dominant photo is evident
•  pictures work together to 

tell the story 

Photo Story
A photo story would 
include the use of at least 
three or four photos on 
a related theme to tell 
a story. It must include 
headline and captions and 
may include copy. Judging 
will be on the overall 
impact of the contests and 
layout. Submit tear sheet 
only.

Isabella DeShantz-Cook & Bethany Merrill, Roosevelt High School 
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Professionally Published Page

Professionally 
Published Page
Page has be to published in 
a professional newspaper. 
Send complete page. Page 
will be judged on stories, 
design and photography.

Guidelines
•  shows balance of news, 

sports, feature, opinion, in-
depth

•  presents evidence of good 
design (modular, dominant 
element, visually appealing, 
etc.)

•  page is clearly identified as 
school/student page

•  flag is evident with name of 
school, address, date, etc.

•  distinctive style is apparent
•  editorial is placed in a dis-

tinctive location on page
•  consideration of audience 

is evident (relevant topic, 
issues covered)

First place winners by 
division

1 Jordon White 
Hartland

2 Jimmy Nuse & Anthony 
Sitto 
Utica

3 Kashira Patterson 
Renaissance

4 Staff 
Lake Fenton

Kashira Patterson, Renaissance High School
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In-Depth Feature, continued

try to get him something different to look at besides Mom and Dad hounding 
him all the time,” Mr. Shoulders said. 
 In Denver, Adam got a job, cleaned around the house and helped with 
other household chores.
 “That’s what we wanted to try and instill in him  — it’s just life. For him 
to be in that environment with his sister and experience all that, you know, 
there is something I have to do to continue on with life after high school,” Mr. 
Shoulders said.

The emotional damage
 A large cluster of Adam’s friends grew in the senior locker bank on January 
25, as others looked on, confused. They ignored the onlookers as they held onto 
each other, morning Adam’s death, sobbing. Mascara smudged, as one of the 
girls tried to dry her tear-soaked cheek. 
Adam had passed away that morning. 
 Mr. Shoulders and his wife heard Adam when he came home on the night 
of January 24. Adam went upstairs, as usual, to get his iPod. He went back 
down to the living room where there used to be a rocking chair. 
 “He would sit down on the rocking char and listen to music,” Mr. 
Shoulders said. 
 The next morning, his mother and father found him in that rocking char. 
He was non-responsive. 
 “I felt a lot of mixed things. All the way from tragic sorrow to ‘Adam, you 
stupid idiot,’” Mr. Shoulders said, shaking his head.
 Stephanie agreed, saying that she felt very angry. 
 “When he passed, it felt like our family had been ripped apart,” Stephanie 
said, her voice trailing off as the tears paralyzed her voice. 
 Silence. 
 “We’ll never be the same,” Mr. Shoulders said as a tear trailed down his 
cheek. 
 Not only has this tragedy affected Shoulders’ family, it has affected his 
friends. His death hit Kwiatkowski “really hard.”
 “It just makes you stop and think about everything and the way people 
make choices,” Kwiatkowski said. 
Ciotti, filled with grief, also felt angry with herself.
 “I was so angry with myself at first. I felt like I should’ve done more for 
him. I should’ve helped him out more,” Ciotti said. 
 The trauma that friends and family of someone who has died from drugs 
experience is a heavy burden to bear and it can take its toll physically and 
emotionally. 
 Friends and family can experience mood swings, anxiety, confusion, etc. 
according to Child/Adolescent Psychiatrist Jeffrey London, who works at 
Havenwyck Hospital. Havenwyck Hospital, located in Auburn Hills, helps 
those with substance abuse problems. 
 “A drug related death leaves the family with many unanswered questions. 
Was the overdose accidental or a suicide attempt? Did the friend of family 
member make an attempt to reach out for help? Why wasn’t their friendship or 
the support of their family enough to sustain this person?” London said. 
 The Shoulders family is considering seeing a professional to help them 
cope with their grief. 
 “It often helps to talk with a professional to sort through the many feelings 
and ‘normalize’ the grief process,” London said. 

Remembrance
 Some choose to remember Adam in their hearts. Other choose to 
remember Adam on the Facebook page, “RIP Adam Shoulders,” where his 
friends and family have shared their memories of him. 
 “I’ll never forget all those times just driving around in your red Jeep, being 
goofy and listening to The Maine on that mix CD,” of his friends wrote. 

 Others, along with sharing memories, vowed to stay clean for him. 
 Some are remembering Adam by special wristbands that the family is 
selling for $3. All profits will be going to Drug Abuse Resistance Education 
(DARE), an organization that helps provide kids the skills they need to avoid 
drugs, gangs and violence. 
 Ciotti chose to remember him with ink, by having roses, his birth flower, 
with his name underneath them tattooed on her side. 
 “I got the tattoo because he truly deserves it. He will always be a part of my 
life and I wanted to show people how much he truly meant to me. I love him 
and miss him more than anything and I know that the tattoo is the least I could 
do for him. I know he would love it too,” Ciotti said.

There’s help out there
 As painful as it can be to accept that a friend or loved one has an abusive 
drug habit, it’s easy to try and ignore the problem. In a 2006 survey, the Office 
of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) stated that 2.1 million youths aged 
12-17 required treatment for illicit drug use. Only 8.7 percent of youths who 
needed treatment got the help they required, according to the ONDCP. 
 There is a right way to confront loved ones who are abusing drugs. 
Based on guidelines from the Partnership for a Drug-Free America, the rule of 
thumb is to talk. Talk to the person and don’t try to crusade for their soul, but 
instead let him or her know that you are worried and state the reasons. 
The addict may be upset with you, but according to Ciotti, you “can’t give up 
on them.” 
 Treatment for a drug addiction is most realistic with the help of 
professionals. Quitting cold turkey rarely works. As outlined by the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), treatment centers use a variety of synthetic 
opiate medications that act like heroin’s version of the Nicorette patch. 
Pharmaceutical treatments along with group and individual counseling provide 
the best chances for successfully overcoming an abusive drug addiction. 
 “Treatment of addiction requires strict medical supervision and counseling 
by specially trained therapists. Frequently, there is a life-long danger of relapse,” 
Dr. Bradley T. Barnes, the leader of the Rochester Auburn Hills Community 
Coalition, said. 
 Adam’s family tried to help him, by sending him to Denver, but he 
relapsed. They talked to him, but he didn’t listen. They tried to get him help by 
introducing him to counselors, but that didn’t work. Adam never saw his drug 
abuse as a problem. 
 “He liked to have fun with his friends and he liked to party and I don’t 
think he saw a problem with it at all. He didn’t think it was bad,” Stephanie 
said. 
 Mr. Shoulders and Stephanie agree that those who know someone is doing 
drugs need to do something about it. That they need to do all they can. 
 “Sometimes a friend has to–” Mr. Shoulders said. 
 “Break the golden rule,” Stephanie interrupted, finishing her father’s 
thought. 
 The Shoulders family hopes that the tragedy that is their son’s death will 
bring about a positive change. 
 “It is true, I am angry with you. How could you do drugs, knowing what 
could happen, knowing how we all loved you? I can only hope that your friends 
can learn from this horrific tragedy. If they were ever truly a friend, and are 
doing drugs, they’ll change their ways, open up to their parents and get the help 
they need. They’ll succeed in life and do everything in their power to end the 
rampant drug use in our community. I know if you could come back for just 
one more minute you would voice your incomprehensible remorse for doing 
the things which led to your unexpected and tragic death. It wasn’t worth it and 
you don’t want to see your friends make the same mistake,” Kelly Shoulders, 
Adam’s mother, wrote on the “RIP Adam Shoulders” Facebook page. 
 “I’ll love you forever. I miss you so much,” Mrs. Shoulders wrote.

Problem, continued from page 10


