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Dear Friends of Journalism:

This is the 14th issue of Michigan Interscholastic Press Association’s A Cut Above, which contains the best 
of high school journalism in Michigan. The purpose of this booklet is twofold: 1) to showcase the first-
place winners in the MIPA Individual Category Yearbook Contest and 2) to act as a guide for students and 

advisers preparing contest entries for the 2012 competitions.
In the following pages you will find stories and art by first-place winners among the five divisions 1, 2, 3, 4 

and Middle School. We have included category descriptions and judging criteria for each category. 
This is how we determine divisions: We look at the number of students from each school that enters the 

contest. We use the numbers from the The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). We put schools in 
order from the largest down to the smallest. Division 1 contains the largest schools, and Division 4 contains the 
smallest. We try hard to put nearly the same number of schools in each division.

We are proud of all the winners and wish we could have published all of them, but size and space dictated 
how many, and in some cases, which ones, were printed. Since all the winning entries were retyped to fit the 
format, we apologize if any errors were made in the stories. Please remember these are just a sampling of the 
stories.

If you would like to help judge the 2011 entries for the Individual Category Newspaper or Yearbook 
contests, please call the MIPA office at (517) 353-6761 or e-mail mipa@msu.edu. Judging will take place on 
March 3, 2012, at the MSU School of Journalism. We need you!

 I’d like to thank Lynn Strause, the current yearbook chairperson, who did a fantastic job of pulling off last 
year’s judging. This is a huge project, and we all owe our media chairs a round of applause!

I’d also like to thank Jayna Salk and Christina Miteff for laying out the pages, taking photographs, scanning 
images and adding the documents. These two MIPA employees work hard for all of us!

Finally, I’d like to thank all the wonderful advisers, the MIPA executive board, The State News staff member, 
professional journalists and School of Journalism faculty for giving up a chunk of your Saturday to come to 
MSU to help judge. Without you, of course, there would be no winners!

For complete information about all of the contests, please check out the MIPA website at www.mipamsu.org. 

Sincerely,
Cheryl M. Pell
MIPA director
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305 Communication Arts Building
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI  48824
Phone: (517) 353-6761
Fax: (517) 355-7710
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Website: mipamsu.org

The Cover Photo
Photo taken by Jongchan Kim, 
Novi High School, 
First Place Winner, 
Sports Action Photo, 
Division 1.



 A Cut Above 3

Paige VanValkenburg 
Romeo High School

 Twenty thousand is the number of teeth a shark 
will use in its lifetime. Twenty thousand is the number 
of feet it takes to reach the deepest part of the Pacific 
Ocean. Twenty thousand is the number of times 
a man will shave during his life. And 20,000 is the 
number of texts Molly Sweet (11) sends and receives 
each month. 
 “I think that texting is just another way of 
socializing,” Sweet said. “In order to get someone’s 
number to text them, you have to talk to them first.”
 Sweet is just one of the millions of teens caught 
up in the texting obsession. Whether it is at the mall, 
at school, or on the street, chances are you will find 
several people texting on their phones. But what is it 
that has caused this texting mania?
 “When you call someone you don’t really know 
you get those awkward pauses where no one says 
anything,” Sweet said. “And you can completely avoid 
that with texting.”
 Shane Toreki (11) is also a victim of this 
technology outbreak. 
 “It is so much more convenient to text rather 
than call when you’re near someone like your friends, 
or even family,” Toreki said. “That way they’re not 
listening to the entire conversation.”

 Although texting in class is strictly against school 
rules, most students fail to abide by it.
 “Texting is distracting too,” Sweet said. “Like 
when one of my teachers won’t stop talking, I can 
complain about it with someone in that class without 
the teacher ever knowing.”
 If Sweet texts during class, she said, her step dad 
will remove texting from their plan. 
 Texting during class seems to be a bit of an issue. 
Even though it happens all the time, it is rare that the 
students get caught. Students become clever with 
where they hide their phones in their bags, to hiding 
their phones under their books or desks. There are 
more places to hide a phone that one would think.
 But while most teens would say that talking on 
the phone is a thing of the past, Mark Buzzell (12) 
completely disagrees. 
 “I hate texting, hate it. It’s too much work, and 
so much easier to just call,” Buzzell said. “I do have 
unlimited because most people would rather just 
text than actually answer their phones.”   
Although Buzzell hates texting, he continues to 
text on a regular basis. When all of his friends text, 
it just ends up being easier. 
 Texting is one of the world’s top ways 
of communicating with others, making it an 
obsession with just about everyone, including 
students.

TEXTING OBSESSION

Feature Writing: Student Life

Feature Writing: 
Student Life
Feature writing and 
reporting on school and 
community from the 
student life section of the 
book.

First place winners  
by division

1 Paige VanValkenburg 
Romeo

2 Hillary Ballard & Kathleen 
Jezak 
Utica HS

3 Annie Curle 
Fenton HS

4 Raechel Zahrn 
Berrien Springs

Guidelines
•  clear, relevant, engaging 

angle
•  solid lead that draws reader 

into story
• meaningful student quotes 

that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

•  evidence of adequate 
research

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar
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Sports Reporting

Kristie Eid & Lauren Himmel
Utica High School

 As the final seconds were erased off the clock, 
anticipation took over the crowd. Fans lined up 
against the fence and waited anxiously for the final 
buzzer to sound. Two years had been too long. A sea 
of orange and black flooded the field, swallowing 
every player in its path. It was finally the night the 
team would end their 12-game losing streak by 
defeating the Anchor Bay Tars 28-3. 
 From the moment the first whistle blew, the 
players and coaches knew this was their game to 
win. The adrenaline was rushing through their blood, 
creating an atmosphere that was sure to lead them to 
a victory.
 “I was confident because we stayed with them 
last year,” senior Blake Rucinski said. “It was the same 
scenario. We had the same record as them, and I knew 
we had the talent to beat them this year.”
 With an 0-12 record, the athletes were extremely 
motivated to win. Senior Tyler Osborne kicked off 
the game, scoring a touchdown in the first quarter. 
This set the fire for the rest of the game. The energy 
from the players fueled the crowd, creating rumbling 

stands and roaring voices. 
 “When I had the ball in the end zone, my 
teammates got really pumped up,” Osborne said. “We 
were so ready to win.”
 Although the team was ahead going into half 
time, they knew that they could not give up just yet. 
They were up 21-3, but there was a chance that the 
game could turn around at any time. Coach Anthony 
Smith knew that the players had the potential, talent 
and heart to win this game. Still, he could not help 
but stand on his toes. 
 The game seemed to come to a stand still until 
late in third quarter when Rucinski got a hold of the 
ball, ran 30 yards into the end zone, and added six 
points to the scoreboard. Shortly after, senior Chad 
Romp scored the last touchdown of the game, letting 
everyone know that this was a Chieftain victory.
 The moment the clock struck zero, players and 
supporters were overwhelmed with excitement. In a 
flash, fans were surrounding the field, ready to paint it 
orange and black. 
 “It was awesome when everyone rushed the 
field,” junior Connor Hinebaugh said. “It felt like 
we were on top of the world. Our hard work and 
perseverance finally paid off.”

RUSH TO VICTORY
Twelve game losing streak ends with victory against 
Anchor Bay

Sports Reporting
Sports reporting for any 
season that makes the 
reader feel that he/she is 
reliving the season.

First place winners  
by division

1 Joseph Ukrop 
Northville

2 Kristie Eid & Lauren 
Himmel 
Utica

3 Sammi Cowger 
Fenton

4 Raechel Zahrn 
Berrien Springs

Guidelines
•  solid lead that draws reader 

into story
•  meaningful student quotes 

that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

• evidence of adequate 
research

•  story gives reader a clear 
picture of season highlights 
and outcome with relevant 
player comments

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar



 A Cut Above 5

Raechel Zahrn
Berrien Springs High School

 Completely soaked, the varsity football sideline 
cheerleaders stood trying to look enthusiastic as they 
cheered. It was district finals for the team and the rain 
just kept coming. 
 “It was hard to have a positive attitude because it 
was so cold and rainy out,” Margrethe Kerlin (11) said.
 To try to keep their positive attitudes, the 
cheerleaders looked for things to keep them peppy.
Emily Moore (11) and Jorian Young (12) noticed the 
slimy earthworms scattered all over the track around 
the football field. 
 “Jorian and I were talking about how we used to 
play Fear Factor when we were little and then some of 
our teammates dared us to eat a worm,” Emily said. 
 After the dare, they decided to only eat the 

worms if the boys won their game. 
 “Some of our teammates picked the worms for 
us and of course they picked the biggest ones,” Jorian 
said. 
 “I personally picked out the biggest worm,” said 
Andreanna Thomas (12). “I saved it in the grass until 
the end of the game.
 The score was Berrien 19, Hopkins 0. The worms 
would have to be eaten. 
 “We went to put them on our tongues and went 
one, two, three and ate them,” Jorian said. 
 Their teammates were surprised they ate them. 
 “I got goosebumps and gagged a little when 
they swallowed the worms,” Andreanna Thomas (12) 
said. 
 Maybe the worms brought good luck, 
Andreanna said.  
 At the very least, they brought entertainment.

WORMS FOR WINS
Cheerleaders eat worms after football wins

Sports Feature Writing

Sports Feature 
Writing
Any topic that spotlights 
an unusual aspect of any 
event, a coach, a player or 
any controversy.

First place winners  
by division

1 James Jewell & Samantha 
Lambert 
Romeo

2 Katy Studnicki & Harlie 
Bostelman 
Utica

3 Erin Mitrzyk 
Gull Lake

4 Raechel Zahrn 
Berrien Springs

Guidelines
•  clear, relevant, engaging 

angle
•  solid lead that draws reader 

into story
• meaningful student quotes 

that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

•  evidence of adequate 
research

• story meaningfully adds to 
sports coverage

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar
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Academic Writing

Maggie Pooler
Fenton High School

 Wearing gloves to warm their cold, shivering 
hands and carrying a shovel to allow them to work 
more efficiently, CADD 2 students made their 
way toward the bus loop for their first outdoor 
assignment: building a snow fort. 
 “The fort had to be a minimum of five feet tall 
with at leas one arc or opening, but the fort also 
had to be inspired by a country and incorporate its 
culture,” CADD 2 teacher Andy Cocagne said. “I’ve 
been doing this assignment for about 10 years, 
and year after year, the students never lose their 
excitement to go outside and play in the snow.”
 With better packing snow that any year before, 
the students were eager to participate in the 
activity, including senior Brody Knox. Although the 
fort had to be only five feet tall, Knox more than 
doubled the minimum requirement. 
 “When my fort was finished, it was 13 feet 
tall, which is the tallest fort ever made for this 
assignment,” Knox said. “It feels great that I’m the 

one who holds that record because of my hard 
work and dedication to the project. I even stayed 
after school and added the final five feet by myself. I 
chose Italy to base my fort off of, and to incorporate 
its culture. I modeled the fort as a castle.”
 Building snow forts was not the only 
activity that classes participated in. Fitness and 
Conditioning also took class outdoors to the tennis 
courts for a snowman competition. 
 “In all my years of taking gym, my class has 
never gone outside in the winter, but I liked it 
because lifting weights does get boring, and it 
was a change of scenery from the gym and weight 
room,” senior Maria Melocchi said. “We made it into 
a competition, and my team tied for first place. We 
won a free day where we didn’t have to change or 
participate for a class.”
 On a day when most people wanted to stay 
inside to avoid the chilly weather, CADD 2 and 
Fitness and Conditioning students embraced the 
cold to build their snow forts and snowmen, turning 
the less-than-perfect weather into an educational 
opportunity.

CHILLY WORK
Taking advantage of the snow, CADD 2 and Fitness and 
Conditioning classes incorporate snowmen and snow forts 
into their curriculum.

Academic Writing
Any copy which features a 
department, a subject or 
unusual academic direc-
tion but not a personality 
profile of a teacher.

First place winners  
by division

1 Melody Hawley 
Romeo

2 Teagan Knowles 
Traverse City Central

3 Maggie Pooler 
Fenton

4 Ashley Packer 
Ithaca HS

Guidelines
• clear, relevant, engaging 

angle
• solid lead that draws reader 

into story
•meaningful student quotes 

that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

• evidence of adequate 
research

•story goes beyond simply 
reviewing what happens in 
classroom

• adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar



 A Cut Above 7

Hillary Ballard & Kathleen Jezak 
Utica High School

 As senior Sarah Fogel approaches the auditorium 
for the first day of rehearsal for “Check Please,” the 
nervousness and worries she had as a sophomore 
were absent. The auditorium has become like a 
second home to Fogel as she prepares herself for her 
ninth show. This process has become second nature 
to this theater veteran as she scans over the script 
one more time before stepping on stage.
 Meanwhile, sophomore David Grove is going 
through the same actions with different feelings. 
 “This was the first show that I have ever been in, 
so walking in the first day was very nerve-racking,” 
Grove said. “It felt like everyone already knew each 
other and that was very intimidating.”
 Simultaneously, teacher Joel Kaczmarczyk 
welcomes everyone and leads the cast into warm-
ups. 
 “Warm-ups are a tool that we use during our 
productions,” Kaczmarczyk said. “Not only get the cast 
to get rid of any inhibitions they might have, but they 
are also a way for the cast to get to know each other.”
 After all the endless rehearsals and hard work, 

the “Check Please” cast was ready for an audience. 
 “After a couple of weeks of rehearsal, I felt 
comfortable enough to perform in front of an 
audience because I got to know everyone during 
warm-ups and I knew the show would turn out 
amazing,” Grove said. “I knew I could count on 
everyone and I knew they were relying on me, too.”
 The big hit musical for the year is the kid-friendly 
“Willy Wonka.”
 Students remember Willy Wonka’s famous words: 
Inside this room, all of my dreams become realities, 
and some of my realities become dreams. And, almost 
everything you’ll see is eatable, edible, I mean you 
can eat almost everything.
 Senior Taylor Hatheway received the coveted 
role of Willy Wonka
 “This is a huge responsibility and very 
demanding,” Hatheway said. “I feel that we all put our 
fair share in, and I’m hoping it turns out as well as we 
all plan.”
 Being the last production of the year for the 
seniors, they want to make it a memorable one.
 “I want to be the best candy man,” senior Darius 
Summers said. “This is my last production at Utica and 
I want it to be one everyone remembers.”

ONE CHECK. ONE GOLDEN TICKET. 
TWO PRODUCTIONS… PRICELESS 

Organizations Writing

Organizations 
Writing
Writing that gives the 
reader a fresh view of the 
organization.

First place winners  
by division

1 Melody Hawley 
Romeo

2 Hillary Ballard & 
Kathleen Jezak 
Utica

3 Maggie Pooler 
Fenton

4 Raechel Zahrn 
Berrien Springs

Guidelines
•  solid lead that draws reader 

into story
• meaningful student quotes 

that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

•  evidence of adequate 
research

• story does not center on 
purpose of group or simply 
review their activities

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar



8 A Cut Above

Personality Profile

Maria Harper
Eisenhower High School

 Which of the following doesn’t fit: football, 
lacrosse, ballroom dancing. The answer: none of the 
above. Senior Andrew Bratton is passionate about 
all of the activities, ballroom dancing included.
 It all started two years ago when his friend, 
sophomore Lauren Drwencke, convinced him to 
join the Strauss Ball. They participate in all sorts of 
dancing, from Waltzing to performing the Cha-Cha.
 “It was really frustrating at first,” Bratton said. 
“It’s hard dancing with someone who is good when 
you’re just trying to get the steps down.”
 Dancing in the Strauss Ball is considered an 
honor. There is a certain prestige that comes with 
performing when all 3,000 peoples’ attention is 

focused on the group of young dancers on the 
dance floor. Through their preparation for the ball, 
they learn a number of skills to use on and off the 
floor. 
 Bratton uses his dancing to better his moves on 
the football and lacrosse field. Moving on his feet 
every week helps with his balance and coordination 
and working with Drwencke assists him with his 
teamwork abilities. “I learned not to get frustrated in 
the face of defeat.” Bratton said. 
 He doesn’t look at ballroom dancing as 
something that makes him less of a man. He actually 
thinks it makes him more of one because “real men 
are good on their feet.” His confidence found from 
dancing changed his perspective of other people’s 
opinions. “I don’t care about all the guys that make 
fun of me. I know they could never do it.”

REAL MEN KNOW HOW TO DANCE
Senior Andrew Bratton isn’t the typical Varsity football 
player, he dances too.

Personality Profile
Writing featuring a 
teacher, staff member or 
student that makes the 
character three dimen-
sional.

First place winners  
by division

1 Maria Harper 
Eisenhower

2 Nichole Forand 
Utica

3 Kendal Stephens 
Fenton

4 KaLynn Lyons 
Ithaca

Guidelines
•  clear, relevant, engaging 

angle that makes story wor-
thy of inclusion

•  solid lead that draws reader 
into story

• meaningful student quotes 
that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

•  evidence of adequate 
research

• story goes beyond superfi-
cial coverage to give a total 
perspective and feel for the 
subject

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar



 A Cut Above 9

Alternative Coverage

Alternative coverage
Any special coverage that 
adds to an indepth topic.

First place winners  
by division

1 Carly Hammond 
Northville

2 Christine Corsi &  
Alison Ruppel 
Utica

3 Annie Curle, Miranda Bono  
& Hailey Heil 
Fenton

4 Kirsten Case &  
Janna Palmer 
Breckenridge

Guidelines
•  coverage adds to spread 

contents
•  content is in a form that 

makes it appealing as well 
as accessible to the reader

•  evidence of adequate 
research

•  Contents enhance spread 
coverage by adding mean-
ingful information and/or 
insights

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: 

  • use of active voice
 •freedom from editorial  
 content
 • careful editing and  
 proofreading to elimi 
 nate mechanical errors
 •correct use of grammarKirsten Case & Janna Palmer, Breckenridge High School
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Headline Writing

Staff, Traverse City East Middle School

Headline Writing
Include at least three 
examples, including sec-
ondary and primary head-
lines. Do not submit label 
or one-word headlines.

First place winners  
by division

1 Monica Mathis, Melanie 
Fodera & Margie Munoz 
Troy

2 Eric Knapp, Kathleen 
Jezak, Amanda Benno & 
Anthony Peddle 
Utica 

3 Kendal Stephens, Maggie 
Pooler & Caitlin McBride 
Fenton

4 Staff 
Traverse City East

Guidelines
•  clever/imaginative, engag-

ing the reader
• draws reader into copy
•  contents of headline estab-

lishes visual/verbal connec-
tion between photos and 
copy

• headline/subhead makes 
spread content clear

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: 
avoiding label headlines; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar



 A Cut Above 11

Caption Writing

Caption Writing
Captions which have been 
written for three photo-
graphs, one of which must 
be for a minor sport.

First place winners  
by division

1 Staff 
Novi

2 Eric Knapp, Anthony 
Peddle & Nichole Forand 
Utica

3 Maggie Pooler 
Fenton

4 Desarae Alen 
Breckenridge

Guidelines
•  begin with strong leads, not 

name or title
• contain at least two sen-

tences that answer all 
reader’s questions without 
stating the obvious

•  evidence of adequate 
research which provides 
information that adds to 
reader’s understanding of 
event or situation

• clearly identifies all people 
in photo with both first and 
last (sports captions should 
also identify names of play-
ers on opposing team)

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar

Staff, Novi High School

With eyes forward, heads up and backs straight, 
members of the pit await direction from the 
drum major. Fanfare is the marching band’s only 
home performance other than football games. “It 
was a good performance for us this year,” senior 
marimba player Kenneth Hanson said. “It was 
exciting performing with so many people and 
putting on a show for everyone to enjoy.”

With an overall season saving percentage of 
89.98%, junior Michael Pesendorfer defends 
the net for his third year on varsity. “There is 
no feeling like making an impossible save,” 
Pesendorfer said. “It’s the ultimate feeling of 
success and complete excitement.”

The day before Spring Break Claudia Volansky’s 
AP Language class and JoAnna Kidle’s AP 
Literature class went head to head in several 
games of Taboo. Volansky’s class lost and was 
supposed to purchase bagels for Kidle’s winning 
class, although sources said the bagels were 
never acquired. Senior Mark Zheng watches for 
senior Ani Vinnakota as he tries to communicate 
the word to his teammates. “It was a good way 
to chill before spring break. The game was 
completely friendly and not very competitive.” 
Vinnakota said.



12 A Cut Above

Cover and Endsheet Design

Cover and Endsheet 
Design
Theme selection and 
development. Entry should 
include coverdesign, 
endsheets, introduction, 
division pages and closing. 
Entry must include actual 
cover and both front and 
back endsheets. Do not 
submit stock endsheets.

First place winners  
by division

1 Lauren Ridenour & Lindsay 
Noonan 
Troy

2 Billie Gorman & Melinda 
White 
Waterford Kettering

3 Staff 
Forest Hills Eastern

4 Jacob Bush & Garit Juhas 
Breckenridge

Billie Gorman & Melinda White, Waterford Kettering High School

Guidelines
•  cover/endsheet introduces 

unifying concept visually/
verbally

•  design is fresh and contem-
porary

•  cover creates favorable 
impression through use of 
type/color/materials

•  book name and year appear 
on cover and spine

•  spine also includes school 
name, city, state and year-
book volume number

•  endsheets are attractive and 
either plain or contain illus-
trative/informative content 
with solid design



 A Cut Above 13

Opening and Closing Designs

Connor Stack & Jessica Crawford, Fenton High School

Opening and 
Closing Designs
The introductory and  
closing spreads.

First place winners  
by division

1 Lauren Ridenour 
Troy

2 Kendall Rock, Lauren 
Koslosky & Ashley Kamlay 
Athens

3 Connor Stack & Jessica 
Crawford 
Fenton

4 Raechel Zahrn 
Berrien Springs

Guidelines
•  designs are fresh and con-

temporary, setting them 
apart from standard designs 
but are similar to each other

• photos, copy, captions, 
headlines and white space 
are arranged to help reader 
begin and end story of year

•  designs carry elements of 
theme concept

• while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines and show 
evidence of careful planning



14 A Cut Above

Division Page Design

Korbi Forker & Staff, New Buffalo High School

Division Page 
Design
One set of all division 
pages in yearbook.

First place winners  
by division

1 Lauren Ridenour & Lindsay 
Noonan 
Troy

2 Billie Gorman 
Waterford Kettering

3 Staff 
Forest Hills Eastern

4 Korbi Forker & Staff 
New Buffalo

Guidelines
•  designs are fresh and con-

temporary, setting them 
apart from standard designs 
but are similar to each other

• photos, copy, captions, 
headlines and white space 
are arranged to introduce 
reader to contents of section

•  designs carry elements of 
theme concept

• while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines and show 
evidence of careful planning



 A Cut Above 15

Student Life Spread

Student Life Spread
One spread from student 
life section.

First place winners  
by division

1 Samantha Lambert 
Romeo

2 Hillary Ballard & Kathleen 
Jezak 
Utica

3 Meghan Decker 
Northwest HS

4 Chelsea Saleeby & Misha 
LaVanway 
Berrien Springs HS

Meghan Decker, Northwest High School

Guidelines
• designed as two-page 

visual unit, arrangement of 
photos, headline, copy, cap-
tions and white space invite 
reader onto spread and 
show careful planning

• dominance is established 
and other elements are 
arranged in such a way as 
to lead reader’s eye around 
spread

•  adequate external margins 
provide frame for spread 
contents and are defined 
by at least one element on 
each side

• photos effectively cropped, 
of various size, shape and 
content; content concen-
trates on action photos

• no center of interest in 
photo is trapped in gutter; 
action and faces in photos 
do not face off spread

• non-rectangular photos, 
tilted photos and other 
special treatments are used 
sparingly and effectively to 
enhance overall design

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

• headlines has contempo-
rary design and establishes 
visual/verbal connection

• copy and captions are read-
able size and use readable 
font

• captions touch photos to 
which they refer. for group 
or clustered captions 
attention has been paid to 
making them accessible to 
reader

• while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines



16 A Cut Above

Academic Spread

First place winners 
by division 

1 Taylor Berry 
Romeo

2 Marissa Ceresnie 
North Farmington

3 Emily Veit & Sonja Covic 
Haslett

4 Ashley Packer 
Ithaca

Academic Spread
One spread from the aca-
demic section.

Guidelines
• designed as two-page visual 

unit, arrangement of photos, 
headline, copy, captions and 
white space invite reader 
onto spread and show careful 
planning

• dominance is established and 
other elements are arranged 
in such a way as to lead 
reader’s eye around spread

•  adequate external margins 
provide frame for spread 
contents and are defined by 
at least one element on each 
side

• photos effectively cropped, 
of various size, shape and 
content; content concen-
trates on action photos of 
students engaged in learn-
ing, not the teachers

• no center of interest in photo 
is trapped in gutter; action 
and faces in photos do not 
face off spread

• non-rectangular photos, tilt-
ed photos and other special 
treatments are used sparingly 
and effectively to enhance 
overall design

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

• headlines has contemporary 
design and establishes visual/
verbal connection

• copy and captions are read-
able size and use readable 
font

• captions touch photos to 
which they refer. for group 
or clustered captions atten-
tion has been paid to making 
them accessible to reader

• while designs may be innova-
tive, they adhere to journalis-
tic guidelines

Emily Veit & Sonja Covic, Haslett High School
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First place winners 
by division 

1 Melanie Fodera & Sam 
Tauscher 
Troy

2 Nichole Forand & Megan 
Horan 
Utica

3 Taylor Thorpe 
Fenton

4 Kayla Folino & Megan 
DiGioia 
New Buffalo

People Spread

Kaylo Folino & Megan DiGioia, New Buffalo High School

People Spread
One spread from either 
student or faculty/admin-
istration coverage.

Guidelines
• designed as two-page 

visual unit, arrangement of 
photos, headline, copy, cap-
tions and white space invite 
reader onto spread and 
show careful planning

• dominance is established 
and other elements are 
arranged in such a way as 
to lead reader’s eye around 
spread

•  adequate external margins 
provide frame for spread 
contents and are defined 
by at least one element on 
each side

• photos effectively cropped, 
of various size, shape and 
content

• no center of interest in 
photo is trapped in gutter; 
action and faces in photos 
do not face off spread

• non-rectangular photos, 
tilted photos and other 
special treatments are used 
sparingly and effectively to 
enhance overall design

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

• headlines has contempo-
rary design and establishes 
visual/verbal connection

• copy and captions are read-
able size and use readable 
font

• captions touch photos to 
which they refer. for group 
or clustered captions 
attention has been paid to 
making them accessible to 
reader

• mug shots are arranged in 
panels with names to the 
outside

• while designs may be 
innovative, they adhere to 
journalistic guidelines
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Organization Spread

Organization 
Spread
One spread from the 
organization section.

First place winners  
by division

1 Staff 
Lake Orion

2 Christina Raffoul 
North Farmington

3 Caitlin McBride, Miranda 
Bono & Hailey Heil 
Fenton

4 Michael Huspen 
Berrien Springs

Staff, Lake Orion High School

Guidelines
• designed as two-page 

visual unit, arrangement of 
photos, headline, copy, cap-
tions and white space invite 
reader onto spread and 
show careful planning

• dominance is established 
and other elements are 
arranged in such a way as 
to lead reader’s eye around 
spread

•  adequate external margins 
provide frame for spread 
contents and are defined 
by at least one element on 
each side

• photos effectively cropped, 
of various size, shape and 
content; content concen-
trates on action photos

• no center of interest in 
photo is trapped in gutter; 
action and faces in photos 
do not face off spread

• non-rectangular photos, 
tilted photos and other 
special treatments are used 
sparingly and effectively to 
enhance overall design

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

• headlines has contempo-
rary design and establishes 
visual/verbal connection

• copy and captions are read-
able size and use readable 
font

• captions touch photos to 
which they refer. for group 
or clustered captions 
attention has been paid to 
making them accessible to 
reader

• if group pictures are includ-
ed on spread, they are not 
the dominant element and 
are arranged to blend with 
the overall design of the 
spread

• while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines
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Sports Spread

First place winners  
by division

1 Caitlin Juszczyk & Bryan 
Ehrke 
Eisenhower

2 Amy Yu 
North Farmington

3 Taylor Thorpe & Megan 
Brown 
Fenton

4 Taylor Koren & Jessica 
Wenzel 
Ithaca

Amy Yu, North Farmington High School

Sports Spread
One spread from the 
sports section.

Guidelines
•  designed as two-page 

visual unit, arrangement of 
photos, headline, copy, cap-
tions and white space invite 
reader onto spread and 
show careful planning

•  dominance is established 
and other elements are 
arranged in such a way as 
to lead reader’s eye around 
spread

•   adequate external margins 
provide frame for spread 
contents and are defined 
by at least one element on 
each side

•  photos effectively cropped, 
of varied size, shape and 
content; content concen-
trates on action photos

•  no center of interest in 
photo is trapped in gutter; 
action and faces in photos 
do not face off spread

•  non-rectangular photos, 
tilted photos and other 
special treatments are used 
sparingly and effectively to 
enhance overall design

•  graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

•  headlines has contempo-
rary design and establishes 
visual/verbal connection

•  copy and captions are read-
able size and use readable 
font

•  captions touch photos to 
which they refer. for group 
or clustered captions 
attention has been paid to 
making them accessible to 
reader

•  if team pictures are included 
on spread, they are not used 
as dominant element and 
are arranged to blend with 
overall design

•  if scoreboards are involved 
on spread, they are attrac-
tively designed to blend 
with the overall look of the 
spread and set in a readable 
font and size

•  while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines
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Advertising Spread

Advertising Spread
One student-produced 
spread.

First place winners  
by division

1 Lauren Bledsoe 
Eisenhower

2 Edy Copez 
Athens HS

3 Shiva Kilaru 
Fenton

4 Denavvia Mojet 
Berrien Springs

Guidelines
• spread is attractively 

designed with a variety of 
ad sizes for contrast

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

•  if features are included, they 
are designed to enhance the 
overall look of the spread 
and follow design guide-
lines

• while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines

Edy Copez, Athens High School
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Graphics

Rob Chron, Grand Blanc High School

Graphics
One spread illustrating 
contemporary use of 
graphics.

First place winners  
by division

1 Rob Chron 
Grand Blanc

2 Staff 
Utica

3 Rachel Hillis & Katy Diller 
Fenton

4 Chelsea Sherlock 
Ithaca

Guidelines
•  graphics add to spread con-

tent and design
•  use of graphics shows evi-

dence of careful planning 
and clear purpose

•   while graphic use may be 
innovative, the staff adheres 
to journalistic guidelines
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Staff, Stockbridge High School

First place winners  
by division

1 Alexa Boron 
Novi

2 Jess Farran 
Traverse City Central

3 Samantha Chalut 
Fenton

4 Staff 
Stockbridge

Academic Photo

Academic Photo
Photo focused on students 
in a learning situation 
either in or out of class.

Guidelines
• photo has strong story-

telling content
• photo has been effectively 

cropped to emphasize cen-
ter of interest and enhance 
content

•  photo is technically strong: 
in focus; free from scratches, 
dust or fingerprints; proper 
contrast; not too grainy or 
muddy

• photographer paid atten-
tion to rules of composition
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Sports Action Photo

Sports Action Photo
Well-cropped, in-focus 
photo with excellent tonal 
quality.

Guidelines
• photo has strong story-

telling content
• photo has been effectively 

cropped to emphasize cen-
ter of interest and enhance 
content

•  photo is technically strong: 
in focus; free from scratches, 
dust or fingerprints; proper 
contrast; not too grainy or 
muddy

• photographer paid atten-
tion to rules of composition

Lauren McCarthy, Forest Hills Eastern High School

First place winners  
by division

1 Jongchan Kim 
Novi

2 Lynn Seman 
Traverse City Central

3 Lauren McCarthy 
Forest Hills Eastern

4 Kayla Folino 
New Buffalo
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Feature Photo

Eric Knapp, Utica High School

Feature Photo
Human interest photo 
with emphasis on people 
in their environment. Do 
not submit posed shots or 
portraits.

First place winners  
by division

1 Rob Chron 
Grand Blanc

2 Eric Knapp 
Utica

3 David Turpin 
Haslett

4    Michael Huspen 
Berrien Springs

Guidelines
• photo has strong story-

telling content
• photo has been effectively 

cropped to emphasize cen-
ter of interest and enhance 
content

•  photo is technically strong: 
in focus; free from scratches, 
dust or fingerprints; proper 
contrast; not too grainy or 
muddy

• photographer paid atten-
tion to rules of composition
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Feature Presentation

First place winners  
by division

1 Staff 
Lake Orion

2    Eric Knapp 
Utica

3 Emily Veit & Katelyn 
McCarthy 
Haslett

4 Staff 
Traverse City East

Emily Veit & Katelyn McCarthy, Haslett High School

Feature 
Presentation
An unusual feature from 
any section. Subject 
selection, writing, pho-
tography and design will 
be considered.

Guidelines
WRITING
• copy has engaging angle, 

solid lead and meaningful 
student quotes that enrich 
story and reflect effective 
interviewing

• captions begin with strong 
lead and contain at least 
two sentences that answer 
all reader’s questions and 
clearly identifies all people

•  copy and captions show 
evidence of adequate 
research

• clever, engaging headline 
that draws reader into story 
and establishes visual/ver-
bal connection

• adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: use of 
active voice, freedom from 
editorial comment, careful 
editing and proofreading, 
correct use of grammar

DESIGN
• designed as two-page 

visual unit, arrangement 
of photos, headline, copy, 
captions and white space 
invite reader onto spread 
and show careful planning

• special treatments are used 
sparingly and effectively

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

• headline has contemporary 
design and establishes 
visual/verbal connection

• while designs may be 
innovative, they adhere to 
journalistic guidelines

PHOTOGRAPHY
• photos have strong story-

telling content and are 
effectively cropped

• photos are technically 
strong and show evidence 
of composition rules
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First place winners  
by division

1 Seema Imam &  
Denise Hirao 
Troy

2    Eric Knapp 
Utica

3 Hayley DuBois 
Fenton

4 Michael Huspen & Staff 
Berrien Springs

Index

Michael Huspen & Staff, Berrien Springs High School

Index
Creative use of graph-
ics, typography, photos 
and/or short features to 
enhance the presentation 
of the index.

Guidelines
• complete listing of all per-

sons, events, clubs, activities, 
sports and advertisements

• set in readable font and size
•  attractive design that adds 

to overall impressions
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Theme Development

Lauren Ridenour & Lindsay Noonan, Troy High School

Theme 
Development
Theme selection and 
development. Entry must 
include cover, endsheets, 
opening, dividers and 
closing. 

First place winners  
by division

1 Lauren Ridenour & 
Lindsay Noonan 
Troy

2 Eric Knapp 
Utica

3 Connor Stack & Jessie 
Crawford 
Fenton

4 Staff 
New Buffalo

Guidelines
•  theme selection is fresh 

and contemporary as well 
as appropriate to the indi-
vidual school

• theme concept is intro-
duced visually/verbally on 
cover

•  theme concept carries 
through visualy/verbally on 
endsheet, opening, dividers 
and closing showing careful 
development

• photos on theme spreads 
relate to theme concept as 
part of total theme package

•  overall design of theme 
spreads is fresh and contem-
porary, setting them apart 
from other sections of the 
book

•  while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines and show 
evidence of careful planning


