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This is the 15th issue of Michigan Interscholastic Press 
Association’s A Cut Above, which contains the best 
of high school journalism in Michigan. The purpose 

of this publication is twofold: 1) to showcase the first-place 
winners in the MIPA Individual Category Yearbook Contest 
and 2) to act as a guide for students and advisers preparing 
contest entries for this year’s competitions.

In the following pages you will find stories and art by first-
place winners among the five divisions 1, 2, 3, 4. (Middle 
Schools were put into Division 4.) We have included category 
descriptions and judging criteria for each category. 

Schools are placed into divisions based on student 
enrollment (we use numbers from the the National Center 
for Education Statistics). Division 1 contains the largest 
schools; Division 4 contains the smallest. We try to make sure 
each division includes an equal number of schools.

We are proud of all the winners and wish we could have 
published all of them, but size and space dictated how many, 
and in some cases, which ones, were printed. Since all the 
winning entries were retyped to fit the format, we apologize if 
any errors were made in the stories. Please remember these are 
just a sampling of the stories.

If you would like to help judge entries for this year’s 
Individual Category Newspaper or Yearbook contests, please 
call the MIPA office at 517-353-6761 email mipa@msu.edu, 
or visit www.mipamsu.org/judge. Judging will take place on 
March 2, 2013, at the Michigan State University School of 
Journalism. We need you!

I’d like to thank Cheryl Pell, who retired in 2012 serving 
25 years as MIPA’s executive director; Julie Price, who served 
newspaper chairperson for the 2011-12 academic year; Lynn 
Strause, yearbook chairperson for the 2011-12 academic year, 
Diane Herder, who continues to serve as video chairperson; 
and Jeremy Whiting, MIPA’s new media chairperson. MIPA’s 
contests couldn’t happen without the hard work of these 
talented folks.

I’d also like to thank Jayna Salk and Christina Miteff, who 
helped Cheryl run the office and organize contest entries last 
year, and Anya Rath and Kelsey Parkinson, my current office 
helpers who designed this year’s edition of A Cut Above.

Finally, I’d like to thank all the wonderful advisers, the 
MIPA executive board, The State News staff members, 
professional journalists and School of Journalism faculty for 
giving up a chunk of your Saturday to come to help judge 
and encourage a new generation of journalists. Without you, 
of course, there would be no winners!

For complete information about all of the contests, please 
check out the MIPA website at www.mipamsu.org. 

Sincerely,

Jeremy W. Steele
MIPA executive director

Published by  
Michigan Interscholastic Press Association
Michigan State University School of Journalism
404 Wilson Road, Room 305
East Lansing, MI 48824
Phone: 517-353-6761
Fax: 517-355-7710
mipa@msu.edu
www.mipamsu.org
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Dear Friends of Journalism:



 A Cut Above 3

Lindsay Moore 
Eisenhower High School

Cap and gowns swapped for cleats and baseball hats. 
The Palace filled with friends swapped for stands filled 
with fans. Instead of sitting with peers waiting for names 
to be called, the Varsity Baseball team swapped all this for 
the perfect pitch on graduation day.

With no way to change the game date, the six senior 
boys had to choose between playing in their game against

Clarkson for Regionals, or attending the 
commencements ceremony.

“I was mad when I found out,” senior second 
baseman Richard Moceri said. “(commencements) is the 
finishing touch on your high school career.”

But once the National Anthem was sung, it was game 
on. All thoughts of graduation were out the door and the 

boys focused on playing their hearts out as a team, one 
last time.

“There was no decision to be made about the game. 
We were all going no matter what,” Moceri said. “There 
was no possible way we would have missed it and let 
down our team after working so hard to get there.”

The game went back and forth for awhile, but with 
the offense just not clicking, the boys just couldn’t pull 
out a win.

“Everyone was upset,” senior pitcher Jared Doss said, “but 
we were proud to be the only team to ever make it that far.”

Putting the loss behind them and their camera ready 
smiles on, the boys posed for graduation pictures while 
receiving their diplomas on home plate.

“It was worth missing the ceremony,” senior infielder 
and pitcher Thomas Moore said. “It was a once in a life 
time experience.”

CAPS, gownS And CLEATS
Most seniors got to walk across the stage,  
but others had a new kind of graduation

Feature Writing: Student Life

Feature Writing: 
Student Life
Feature writing and 
reporting on school and 
community from the 
student life section of the 
book.

First place winners  
by division

1 Lindsay Moore 
Eisenhower

2 Courtney Stroud 
Fenton

3 Kayla Mark & Samantha 
Braga 
Utica

4 Shannon VanPelt 
New Buffalo

Guidelines
•  clear, relevant, engaging 

angle
•  solid lead that draws reader 

into story
• meaningful student quotes 

that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

•  evidence of adequate 
research

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar



4 A Cut Above

Sports Reporting

Amanda Cowherd & Syed Murtaza
Troy High School

Psychology: usually an image of someone lying on 
a couch being asked, “How do you feel about that?” 
pops into one’s mind. However, psychology showed 
up in an unexpected place: the volleyball court. The 
volleyball coach’s wife was a psychologist and helped 
the girls deal with the pressures of varsity.

“Having her helped us get out our anxiety and get 
problems off our chests.’ We did group activities and 
trust games, such as a breathing exercise that clears 
your mind and settles you down and a rope game that 
taught us how to hold each other up and pick up one 
another. We also tied ribbons around keychains to 
represent us all being one. We saw an improvement 
in our game and communication. My head was 
much clearer after our sessions,” varsity player Grace 
Goodrich, sophomore, said.

Others on the team remembered the advice she 
gave them regarding the stress of games.

“She was mainly there to help with game anxiety 
and helped us be in the moment. We talked about 
different ways we could not get down on ourselves. 
It helped me play better because she taught me 
how to forgive myself,” varsity player Nicole Hahn, 
sophomore, said.

The psychologist also helped the girls when they 
felt badly about their performance or insecure about 
their mistakes.

“During the game, we have lots of emotions, and 
our psychologist helps us cope with them. The team is 
tougher, competition is stronger and you have to work 
twice as hard. Brandon, our trainer, gives us workouts 
to help our general physical being,” varsity player 
Alexsys Pullen, sophomore, said.

The varsity team only had four returning varsity 
players: two sophomores, a junior and a senior. The 
senior was a role model for others.

“I have to take on a greater leadership role and 
lead by example. I’m sort of the team mom. There’s 
more pressure because they expect more from me. I’m 
calling senior night A.K.A. Monique night because 
I’m the only one,” varsity player Monique Nguyen, 
senior, said. The jv team also had changes; the coach 
developed strategies to better their game.

“The coach is harder; she tells us our mistakes. 
There’s a different speed to games, ‘ jv player Hannah 
Emerick, sophomore, said.

When the season came to an end, many of the girls 
had learned new things.

“I’m really glad I did volleyball, because we all 
bonded and learned teamwork. Next year will be 
more intense, because I’ll be preparing for varsity. We 
had one goal: to free ball transition, which we did in 
the last game and our coach bought us Coldstone ice 
cream. At the end of the season, there was a moment 
of relief, but we still want it to go on,” freshman player 
Megan Kelly, freshman, said. 

A nEw BEgInnIngSports Reporting
Sports reporting for any 
season that makes the 
reader feel that he/she is 
reliving the season.

First place winners  
by division

1 Amanda Cowherd & Syed 
Murtaza 
Troy

2 Lucas Reno 
Waterford Kettering

3 Thomas Colvin 
North Farmington

4 Sarah Derosa & Staff 
Berrien Springs

Guidelines
•  solid lead that draws reader 

into story
•  meaningful student quotes 

that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

• evidence of adequate 
research

•  story gives reader a clear 
picture of season highlights 
and outcome with relevant 
player comments

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar



 A Cut Above 5

drake Carr, Elizabeth Bogner, Zachary Kughn
grand Blanc High School

 “Okay so we’re gonna eat six powdered donuts, 
run a lap, eat a bowl of Fruit Loops, run a lap, eat a cup 
of split-pea Gerber’s baby food, run a lap, eat a double 
cheeseburger, and run the last lap.”
This was Coach Scannell’s summary of the boys’ cross-
country summer “food mile.” The idea of a food mile 
is something that often elicits a cringe or a gag- and for 
good reason.
“I was excited about it until someone suggested split-pea 
baby food for one of the station,” said Senior Drake Carr.
Of the 19 runners who started the competition, only 
eight could finish. The baby food was what caused many 

runners to stop.
“Coach came up with the idea of baby food because it was 
easier for me to eat,” said Sophomore Carson Truesdell. “I 
had nine stitches around my mouth from a bike crash.”
The “bike crash” occurred during another team event. 
Just weeks before, the boys held a team biathlon. “It was 
awesome. We hope the team continues this tradition in 
the future,” said Senior Nicholas Lefler.
Although Lefler and the other seniors would be team 
alums next year, these new team events were ways for the 
boys to unite. Senior Omar Kaddurah explained the team 
philosophy: “It’s more than just coming up with fun stuff 
for us to do. It’s making a tradition that will help the team 
in future years.”

wE > ME
Boys’ Team Established Lasting Traditions 

Sports Feature Writing

Sports Feature 
Writing
Any topic that spotlights 
an unusual aspect of any 
event, a coach, a player or 
any controversy.

First place winners  
by division

1 drake Carr, Elizabeth 
Bogner, Zachary Kughn 
grand Blanc

2 Cara Kaye 
Fenton

3 Ankit Desai, Dusan Sarie, 
Justin Johnson 
Utica

4 Sarah Derosa 
Barrien Springs

Guidelines
•  clear, relevant, engaging 

angle
•  solid lead that draws reader 

into story
• meaningful student quotes 

that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

•  evidence of adequate 
research

• story meaningfully adds to 
sports coverage

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar



6 A Cut Above

Academic Writing

olivia weber
north Farmington High School

As she walked around the building at her friend’s 
gymnastics meet, she received a number of strange 
looks, double takes, and questions from those around 
her. Junior ERIN DENNIS (featured left) was simply 
trying to calm down Abigail: the newest member of her 
family. Abigail is neither a human being nor an animal, 
but is a baby simulator for an assignment in Dennis’ 
Child Development class.

“Most people stared at me almost like they couldn’t 
believe I had a child. Once they figured out it was fake, 
they would ask me all about my experience with the 
baby,” said Dennis.

She signed up for this class wanting to learn more 
about children and how to care for them. Dennis ended 
up finishing the trimester with much knowledge about 
all of the physical, emotional, social and financial 
factors of parenthood.

“This project is a great simulation because it showed 
me how much responsibility is really needed to care for 

an infant,” Dennis explained. “Abigail would need to 
be fed for almost 20 minutes and afterwards I would 
have to burp her for another ten. She constantly cried. 
It was a constant burden because I wanted to hang out 
with my friends and enjoy my weekend, but I was stuck 
caring for her.”

Taking the course gives the perfect opportunity for 
students to take what they learn and put it towards the 
real world.

“I realized that I need to be much more mature, 
financially and emotionally, to handle a child. I will 
definitely wait until I have a stable life before starting a 
family of my own,” said Dennis. “Many events in your 
childhood affect you in your adult years. Childhood is a 
crucial point in peoples’ lives because it can shape their 
personality.”

Although Abigail may have been quite a hassle, 
caring for her gave Dennis an experience to look back 
on and appreciate. As for her friend’s gymnastics event? 
“I only got to watch about 15 minutes of the entire 
meet because I was stuck in the hall attempting to get 
the baby to stop crying the whole time,” said Dennis.

FuTurE FACTorS
Student takes course at nFHS and learns the responsibiliy 
needed in order to become a parent

Academic Writing
Any copy which features a 
department, a subject or 
unusual academic direc-
tion but not a personality 
profile of a teacher.

First place winners  
by division

1 Jacob French 
Romeo

2 Courtney Stroud 
Fenton

3 olivia weber 
north Farmington

4 Sarah Derosa & Angela 
Sackett 
Berrien Springs

Guidelines
• clear, relevant, engaging 

angle
• solid lead that draws reader 

into story
•meaningful student quotes 

that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

• evidence of adequate 
research

•story goes beyond simply 
reviewing what happens in 
classroom

• adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar



 A Cut Above 7

rachel Chaney & Connor Pytlowany 
utica High School

Waking up almost two hours earlier than she would 
have on a usual Friday morning, junior Courtney 
MeAnsh got out of bed and put on all the orange and 
black that she could find. At 5:00 in the morning, 
while the moonlight filled the sky, she joined the sea of 
orange and black that took over the Swinehart Field. The 
2010 Homecoming football game versus Port Huron 
Northern was voted Game of the Week, in Channel 4 
online contest, and the Chieftains were awarded with a 
televised pep rally to fire up the students for the evening’s 
Homecoming game.

“It was a good and fun experience to bring our school 
together,” senior Valerie Begian said, “and to support our 
school and our awesome football team.”

Reporter Lauren Podell from Channel 4 news filmed 
live at the pep rally, interviewing head coach Tony Smith 
and senior quarterback Connor Hinebaugh.

“She asked what the number one thing we needed to 
win the game was, and I said we needed to focus,” senior 
Connor Hinebaugh said. “Waking up as early as we with 
having a big game that night, definitely made It hard to 
keep focus, but it was worth it.”

As Channel 4 was setting up their cameras and 
getting ready to shoot the pep rally, the cheerleaders 
went to the center of the football field while the rest 
student body gathered behind and around them to begin 
chanting.

“I thought the pep rally was fun and exciting,” senior 
cheerleader Samantha Parison said. “It got us all really 
pumped.”

In preparation to be on camera, students were lifted 
onto each others’ shoulders. Chants continued, and the 
students’ excitement consumed the field.

“It was amazing,” coach Tony Smith said. “It was 
a positive experience, not only for the team, but for 
everyone linked to Utica High School.”

The students were signaled every few minutes when 
the camera was ready to start rolling, When signaled, the 
students Shouted, putting up posters they had made and 
making the Utica ‘U’ with their hands.

The pep rally lasted until it was time for school to 
start. Students fled the football field, and doughnuts and 
cider were waiting for them as they exited the gate. They 
crossed the street and filled the hallways with excitement 
for the rest of their spirit day, anxiously awaiting for the 
Homecoming football game to begin.

FooTBALL FrEnZY on CHAnnEL 4
After winning online contest, students arrive early for 
game of the week

Organizations Writing

Organizations 
Writing
Writing that gives the 
reader a fresh view of the 
organization.

First place winners  
by division

1 Briana Smiley & Victoria 
Tomasello 
Troy

2 Courtney Stroud 
Fenton

3 rachel Chaney & 
Connor Pytlowany 
utica

4 Sarah Derosa 
Berrien Springs

Guidelines
•  solid lead that draws reader 

into story
• meaningful student quotes 

that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

•  evidence of adequate 
research

• story does not center on 
purpose of group or simply 
review their activities

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar



8 A Cut Above

Personality Profile

Ashley Beeker, Emily wharton, Carley Serowoky
waterford Kettering High School

Sinus infections, coughs, colds and the flu gather 
in fall to wreak havoc on the population of Waterford. 
Doctor’s offices and pharmacies are crowded with 
patients. So it wasn’t so abnormal for junior Jasmine 
Gosselin to be brought in near Thanksgiving. When the 
Bronchitis left after a week, it marked what she calls her 
“last week of normal life.”

On Monday December 6, Jasmine went back to the 
doctors. The doctor wrote it off as a sinus infection and 
sent them home with some antibiotics.

“By Wednesday, I started throwing up and getting 
really pale,” said Gosselin. “My mom called the doctor 
that night and told them. When I went in the next day 
they said it was just a bad sinus infection and gave me 
stronger medicines.”

On Saturday, things went from bad to worse.
“My mom told me this next part, I was so out of 

it,” said Gosselin. “She says I was sleepy and too weak 
to walk. This lesion,” she said taking off her mask, ‘’was 
gigantic. My mom put a warm towel on it and she says 
I started having a seizure or something. She began to 
scream “Call 911!” The ambulance came and took my 
blood sugar, thinking I might be diabetic, but I was fine.”

‘When we got to the hospital, they did a bunch of 
blood work. I was so dehydrated they couldn’t find a 
vein. Finally they put the IV’s in here,” said Gosselin, 
motioning to the back of her hands. ‘The doctor who 

took my blood told my Mom I needed to be transferred 
to DMC. After my mom got a call from the previous 
doctor, she found out about the cancer. I didn’t know 
what was wrong until I got to DMC and they did more 
blood work.”

Her Hemoglobin was at seven while her white blood 
cell count was around 25,000; dangerous numbers that 
could kill. She has Acute Myeloid Leukemia; it usually 
occurs in men over the age of 60, not teenagers. When 
she first arrived at DMC, she was moved into ICU, but 
soon to the “blood cancer” level or 6th floor.

“After I got chemo the first time, I had to move back 
to the ICU because my heart decided to stop working. 
My left ventricle’s flap wasn’t closing right and so my 
heart couldn’t pump the way it needed to. I did move 
back to the 6th floor, but I stayed in the hospital from 
December 11 until January 14.”

Cancer can cause a variety of complications and 
certain cancers are more influenced by activities.

“There isn’t a known cause, but there is a chemical. It 
could be from genes or the environment.”

She’s getting better, ifs just a long road to recovery.
“It’s a day by day thing now,” said Gosselin. “I miss 

my hair. I can’t sing anymore because of the Cancer cells 
in my larynx. I have a million meds to take each day, 
but its not that bad considering they are mostly liquid. I 
should end chemo in June, all the gifts I get have really 
kept me going, but I just can’t wait to be done. My last 
test showed that almost all of the cancer cells had been 
killed and that I have been taking chemo very well.”

STILL STrong
Even through a life changing phenomenon junior Jasmine 
gosselin has a positive outlook

Personality Profile
Writing featuring a 
teacher, staff member or 
student that makes the 
character three dimen-
sional.

First place winners  
by division

1 Jenn Woolard 
Grand Blanc

2 Ashley Beeker, Emily 
wharton, Carley 
Serowoky 
waterford Kettering

3 Vanessa George & Sophia 
Herczeg 
North Farmington

4 Clarissa LeVasseur 
Mercy

Guidelines
•  clear, relevant, engaging 

angle that makes story wor-
thy of inclusion

•  solid lead that draws reader 
into story

• meaningful student quotes 
that enrich story and reflect 
effective interviewing

•  evidence of adequate 
research

• story goes beyond superfi-
cial coverage to give a total 
perspective and feel for the 
subject

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar



 A Cut Above 9

Alternative Coverage

Alternative coverage
Any special coverage that 
adds to an indepth topic.

First place winners  
by division

1 Kiley Turner & Sarah Spitery 
Northville

2 Tara Boschman & Molly 
daley 
Athens

3 Anna Antanassova & Sophia 
Herczeg 
North Farmington

4 Susan Panetta 
Mercy

Guidelines
•  coverage adds to spread 

contents
•  content is in a form that 

makes it appealing as well 
as accessible to the reader

•  evidence of adequate 
research

•  Contents enhance spread 
coverage by adding mean-
ingful information and/or 
insights

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: 

  • use of active voice
 •freedom from editorial  
 content
 • careful editing and  
 proofreading to elimi 
 nate mechanical errors
 •correct use of grammar

Tara Boschman & Molly daley, Athens High School



10 A Cut Above

Headline Writing

Suzanne Vyletel, grosse Pointe north High School

Headline Writing
Include at least three 
examples, including sec-
ondary and primary head-
lines. Do not submit label 
or one-word headlines.

First place winners  
by division

1 Staff 
Novi

2 Suzanne Vyletel 
grosse Pointe north

3 Staff 
Utica

4 Courtney Dixon, Josie 
Whitsel, Emily Donnelly 
New Buffalo

Guidelines
•  clever/imaginative, engag-

ing the reader
• draws reader into copy
•  contents of headline estab-

lishes visual/verbal connec-
tion between photos and 
copy

• headline/subhead makes 
spread content clear

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: 
avoiding label headlines; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar



 A Cut Above 11

Caption Writing

Caption Writing
Captions which have been 
written for three photo-
graphs, one of which must 
be for a minor sport.

First place winners  
by division

1 Staff 
novi

2 Alicia Mazurek & Alex 
Gerber 
Fenton

3 Jimmy Nuse,  Connor 
Pytlowany, Jacob Grimes 
Utica

4 Staff 
Mercy

Guidelines
•  begin with strong leads, not 

name or title
• contain at least two sen-

tences that answer all 
reader’s questions without 
stating the obvious

•  evidence of adequate 
research which provides 
information that adds to 
reader’s understanding of 
event or situation

• clearly identifies all people 
in photo with both first and 
last (sports captions should 
also identify names of play-
ers on opposing team)

•  adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: short 
paragraphs, effective transi-
tions and use of active voice; 
freedom from editorial com-
ment; careful editing and 
proofreading to eliminate 
mechanical errors; correct 
use of grammar

Staff, novi High School

Crouched over the edge of the pool, junior 
Andrea VanderMay and senior Kelly Savela 
cheer on a teammate. “If you look up and see 
your teammates right there, it makes you feel 
like you’re connected as a family and not just 
out there swimming alone,” Savela said. Savela 
has been a part of the high school swim team 
for four years. 
 
 
 
 
Junior Curtis Herzog plays attack and 
generates much of the offense on the field. “We 
are the goal scorers on the team,” Herzog said. 
Throughout the season, Herzog makes friends 
with all his teammates. “I like the guys on the 
team,” Herzog said. “I like tossing the rock 
around, which means passing the ball around.”

Junior Brandon Sanders sells bracelets to help 
raise money for a tribute for Nathan Farooq. 
“Originally, we wanted to dedicate a tennis 
court to Nathan, but because the city wouldn’t 
allow us to dedicate a public facility to a 
person, we decided to dedicate a plaque in 
honor of him in the athletic hall,” Sanders said. 
The group of tennis players raised between 
$300 and $400 selling bracelets at $1 a piece.



12 A Cut Above

Cover and Endsheet Design

Cover and Endsheet 
Design
Theme selection and 
development. Entry should 
include coverdesign, 
endsheets, introduction, 
division pages and closing. 
Entry must include actual 
cover and both front and 
back endsheets. Do not 
submit stock endsheets.

First place winners  
by division

1 Margie Munoz & Denise 
Hirao 
Troy

2 Melinda White 
Waterford Kettering

3 Shannon Dahlquist 
Forest Hills Eastern

4 Buffalodian Editorial 
Board 
new Buffalo

Buffalodian Editorial Board, new Buffalo High School

Guidelines
•  cover/endsheet introduces 

unifying concept visually/
verbally

•  design is fresh and contem-
porary

•  cover creates favorable 
impression through use of 
type/color/materials

•  book name and year appear 
on cover and spine

•  spine also includes school 
name, city, state and year-
book volume number

•  endsheets are attractive and 
either plain or contain illus-
trative/informative content 
with solid design



 A Cut Above 13

Opening and Closing Designs

Staff, Traverse City Central High School

Opening and 
Closing Designs
The introductory and  
closing spreads.

First place winners  
by division

1 Maria Harper 
Eisenhower

2 Staff 
Traverse City Central

3 Allison Ruppel, Samantha 
Braga 
Utica

4 Meghan Ronayne 
Mercy

Guidelines
•  designs are fresh and con-

temporary, setting them 
apart from standard designs 
but are similar to each other

• photos, copy, captions, 
headlines and white space 
are arranged to help reader 
begin and end story of year

•  designs carry elements of 
theme concept

• while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines and show 
evidence of careful planning



14 A Cut Above

Division Page Design

Kelsey Powell, Laingsburg High School

Division Page 
Design
One set of all division 
pages in yearbook.

First place winners  
by division

1 Maria Harper 
Eisenhower

2 Melinda White 
Waterford Kettering

3 Sophia Herczeg 
North Farmington

4 Kelsey Powell 
Laingsburg

Guidelines
•  designs are fresh and con-

temporary, setting them 
apart from standard designs 
but are similar to each other

• photos, copy, captions, 
headlines and white space 
are arranged to introduce 
reader to contents of section

•  designs carry elements of 
theme concept

• while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines and show 
evidence of careful planning



 A Cut Above 15

Student Life Spread

Student Life Spread
One spread from student 
life section.

First place winners  
by division

1 Stephanie Rogers & Nancy 
Akroush 
Stevenson

2 Juline Kotarski 
Traverse City Central

3 rachel Caney & Connor 
Pytlowany 
utica

4 Emily Donnelly 
New Buffalo

rachely Caney  & Connor Pytlowany, utica High School

Guidelines
• designed as two-page 

visual unit, arrangement of 
photos, headline, copy, cap-
tions and white space invite 
reader onto spread and 
show careful planning

• dominance is established 
and other elements are 
arranged in such a way as 
to lead reader’s eye around 
spread

•  adequate external margins 
provide frame for spread 
contents and are defined 
by at least one element on 
each side

• photos effectively cropped, 
of various size, shape and 
content; content concen-
trates on action photos

• no center of interest in 
photo is trapped in gutter; 
action and faces in photos 
do not face off spread

• non-rectangular photos, 
tilted photos and other 
special treatments are used 
sparingly and effectively to 
enhance overall design

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

• headlines has contempo-
rary design and establishes 
visual/verbal connection

• copy and captions are read-
able size and use readable 
font

• captions touch photos to 
which they refer. for group 
or clustered captions 
attention has been paid to 
making them accessible to 
reader

• while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines
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Academic Spread

First place winners 
by division 

1 Staff 
Eisenhower

2 Caitlin Spink & Lexie 
Elzinga 
Traverse City Central

3 Eugene Krueger & 
Matthew Tatge 
Utica

4 Josie Whitsel 
New Buffalo

Academic Spread
One spread from the aca-
demic section.

Guidelines
• designed as two-page visual 

unit, arrangement of photos, 
headline, copy, captions and 
white space invite reader 
onto spread and show careful 
planning

• dominance is established and 
other elements are arranged 
in such a way as to lead 
reader’s eye around spread

•  adequate external margins 
provide frame for spread 
contents and are defined by 
at least one element on each 
side

• photos effectively cropped, 
of various size, shape and 
content; content concen-
trates on action photos of 
students engaged in learn-
ing, not the teachers

• no center of interest in photo 
is trapped in gutter; action 
and faces in photos do not 
face off spread

• non-rectangular photos, tilt-
ed photos and other special 
treatments are used sparingly 
and effectively to enhance 
overall design

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

• headlines has contemporary 
design and establishes visual/
verbal connection

• copy and captions are read-
able size and use readable 
font

• captions touch photos to 
which they refer. for group 
or clustered captions atten-
tion has been paid to making 
them accessible to reader

• while designs may be innova-
tive, they adhere to journalis-
tic guidelines

Caitlin Spink & Lexie Elzinga, Traverse City Central High School
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First place winners 
by division 

1 Ellie Mulder 
novi

2 Madison Idoni & Maggie 
Pooler 
Fenton

3 Chelse Baner, Danielle Dell, 
Akira Green 
Utica

4 Chris Engelhardt & Sarah 
Derosa 
Berrien Springs

People Spread

Ellie Mulder, novi High School

People Spread
One spread from either 
student or faculty/admin-
istration coverage.

Guidelines
• designed as two-page 

visual unit, arrangement of 
photos, headline, copy, cap-
tions and white space invite 
reader onto spread and 
show careful planning

• dominance is established 
and other elements are 
arranged in such a way as 
to lead reader’s eye around 
spread

•  adequate external margins 
provide frame for spread 
contents and are defined 
by at least one element on 
each side

• photos effectively cropped, 
of various size, shape and 
content

• no center of interest in 
photo is trapped in gutter; 
action and faces in photos 
do not face off spread

• non-rectangular photos, 
tilted photos and other 
special treatments are used 
sparingly and effectively to 
enhance overall design

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

• headlines has contempo-
rary design and establishes 
visual/verbal connection

• copy and captions are read-
able size and use readable 
font

• captions touch photos to 
which they refer. for group 
or clustered captions 
attention has been paid to 
making them accessible to 
reader

• mug shots are arranged in 
panels with names to the 
outside

• while designs may be 
innovative, they adhere to 
journalistic guidelines



18 A Cut Above

Organization Spread

Organization 
Spread
One spread from the 
organization section.

First place winners  
by division

1 Christopher Holman 
Stevenson

2 Nicolette DeSantis & Katie 
Doyle 
Stoney Creek

3 Olivia Weber & Sophia 
Herczeg 
North Farmington

4 Ruben Hanohano & Korbi 
Forker 
New Buffalo

Christopher Holman, Stevenson High School

Guidelines
• designed as two-page 

visual unit, arrangement of 
photos, headline, copy, cap-
tions and white space invite 
reader onto spread and 
show careful planning

• dominance is established 
and other elements are 
arranged in such a way as 
to lead reader’s eye around 
spread

•  adequate external margins 
provide frame for spread 
contents and are defined 
by at least one element on 
each side

• photos effectively cropped, 
of various size, shape and 
content; content concen-
trates on action photos

• no center of interest in 
photo is trapped in gutter; 
action and faces in photos 
do not face off spread

• non-rectangular photos, 
tilted photos and other 
special treatments are used 
sparingly and effectively to 
enhance overall design

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

• headlines has contempo-
rary design and establishes 
visual/verbal connection

• copy and captions are read-
able size and use readable 
font

• captions touch photos to 
which they refer. for group 
or clustered captions 
attention has been paid to 
making them accessible to 
reader

• if group pictures are includ-
ed on spread, they are not 
the dominant element and 
are arranged to blend with 
the overall design of the 
spread

• while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines



 A Cut Above 19

Sports Spread

First place winners  
by division

1 Kourtney Luce 
Lake orion

2 Alex Gerber & Kendall 
Stephens 
Fenton

3 Jackie Oleskie & Anthony 
Goucher 
Utica

4 Charlene Cuarto 
Berrien Springs

Kourtney Luce, Lake orion High School

Sports Spread
One spread from the 
sports section.

Guidelines
•  designed as two-page 

visual unit, arrangement of 
photos, headline, copy, cap-
tions and white space invite 
reader onto spread and 
show careful planning

•  dominance is established 
and other elements are 
arranged in such a way as 
to lead reader’s eye around 
spread

•   adequate external margins 
provide frame for spread 
contents and are defined 
by at least one element on 
each side

•  photos effectively cropped, 
of varied size, shape and 
content; content concen-
trates on action photos

•  no center of interest in 
photo is trapped in gutter; 
action and faces in photos 
do not face off spread

•  non-rectangular photos, 
tilted photos and other 
special treatments are used 
sparingly and effectively to 
enhance overall design

•  graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

•  headlines has contempo-
rary design and establishes 
visual/verbal connection

•  copy and captions are read-
able size and use readable 
font

•  captions touch photos to 
which they refer. for group 
or clustered captions 
attention has been paid to 
making them accessible to 
reader

•  if team pictures are included 
on spread, they are not used 
as dominant element and 
are arranged to blend with 
overall design

•  if scoreboards are involved 
on spread, they are attrac-
tively designed to blend 
with the overall look of the 
spread and set in a readable 
font and size

•  while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines
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Advertising Spread

Advertising Spread
One student-produced 
spread.

First place winners  
by division

1 Staff 
Troy

2 Sara Anderson 
Fenton

3 Omar Esa, Antoin Helou, 
Adam Wisnewski 
Utica

4 Staff 
Berrien Springs

Guidelines
• spread is attractively 

designed with a variety of 
ad sizes for contrast

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

•  if features are included, they 
are designed to enhance the 
overall look of the spread 
and follow design guide-
lines

• while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines

Sara Anderson, Fenton High School
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Graphics

Elisabeth robinson, waterford Kettering High School

Graphics
One spread illustrating 
contemporary use of 
graphics.

First place winners  
by division

1 Seema Irnam & Amy 
Sleboda 
Troy

2 Elisabeth robinson 
waterford Kettering

3 Samantha Braga 
Utica

4 Josie Whitsel 
New Buffalo

Guidelines
•  graphics add to spread con-

tent and design
•  use of graphics shows evi-

dence of careful planning 
and clear purpose

•   while graphic use may be 
innovative, the staff adheres 
to journalistic guidelines
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Thomas Miller, utica High School

First place winners  
by division

1 Ellie Mulder 
Novi

2 Michele Charbonneau 
Waterford Mott

3 Thomas Miller 
utica

4 Annika Lindvet 
East Middle School

Academic Photo

Academic Photo
Photo focused on students 
in a learning situation 
either in or out of class.

Guidelines
• photo has strong story-

telling content
• photo has been effectively 

cropped to emphasize cen-
ter of interest and enhance 
content

•  photo is technically strong: 
in focus; free from scratches, 
dust or fingerprints; proper 
contrast; not too grainy or 
muddy

• photographer paid atten-
tion to rules of composition
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Sports Action Photo

Sports Action Photo
Well-cropped, in-focus 
photo with excellent 
tonal quality.

Guidelines
• photo has strong story-

telling content
• photo has been effectively 

cropped to emphasize cen-
ter of interest and enhance 
content

•  photo is technically strong: 
in focus; free from scratches, 
dust or fingerprints; proper 
contrast; not too grainy or 
muddy

• photographer paid atten-
tion to rules of composition

Jess Farran, Traverse City Central High School

First place winners  
by division

1 Sarah Muller 
Lake Orion

2 Jess Farran 
Traverse City Central

3 Tyler Ennis & Janelle Briggs 
Holt

4 Taylor Bebow 
Ovid-Elsie
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Feature Photo

Loreen Sarkis, north Farmington High School

Feature Photo
Human interest photo 
with emphasis on people 
in their environment. Do 
not submit posed shots or 
portraits.

First place winners  
by division

1 Jongchan Kim 
Novi

2 Jess Farran 
Traverse City Central

3 Loreen Sarkis 
north Farmington

4    Sarah Spohn 
Laingsburg

Guidelines
• photo has strong story-

telling content
• photo has been effectively 

cropped to emphasize cen-
ter of interest and enhance 
content

•  photo is technically strong: 
in focus; free from scratches, 
dust or fingerprints; proper 
contrast; not too grainy or 
muddy

• photographer paid atten-
tion to rules of composition
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Feature Presentation

First place winners  
by division

1 Staff 
Eisenhower

2    Alicia Mazurek & Annie 
Curle 
Fenton

3 Katelyn McCarthy 
Haslett

4 Courtney Dixon 
New Buffalo

Alicia Mazurek & Annie Curle, Fenton High School

Feature 
Presentation
An unusual feature from 
any section. Subject 
selection, writing, pho-
tography and design will 
be considered.

Guidelines
WRITING
• copy has engaging angle, 

solid lead and meaningful 
student quotes that enrich 
story and reflect effective 
interviewing

• captions begin with strong 
lead and contain at least 
two sentences that answer 
all reader’s questions and 
clearly identifies all people

•  copy and captions show 
evidence of adequate 
research

• clever, engaging headline 
that draws reader into story 
and establishes visual/ver-
bal connection

• adheres to rules of good 
journalism including: use of 
active voice, freedom from 
editorial comment, careful 
editing and proofreading, 
correct use of grammar

DESIGN
• designed as two-page 

visual unit, arrangement 
of photos, headline, copy, 
captions and white space 
invite reader onto spread 
and show careful planning

• special treatments are used 
sparingly and effectively

• graphics and typography 
enhance readability and 
attractiveness of design

• headline has contemporary 
design and establishes 
visual/verbal connection

• while designs may be 
innovative, they adhere to 
journalistic guidelines

PHOTOGRAPHY
• photos have strong story-

telling content and are 
effectively cropped

• photos are technically 
strong and show evidence 
of composition rules
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First place winners  
by division

1 Staff 
Eisenhower

2    Beth robinson 
waterford Kettering

3 Katie Hawkins 
Utica

4 Michael Huspen, Chris 
Engelhardt, Shaniece Terrell 
Berrien Springs

Index

Beth robinson, waterford Kettering High School

Index
Creative use of graph-
ics, typography, photos 
and/or short features to 
enhance the presentation 
of the index.

Guidelines
• complete listing of all per-

sons, events, clubs, activities, 
sports and advertisements

• set in readable font and size
•  attractive design that adds 

to overall impressions
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Theme Development

Margie Munoz, denise Hirao & Seema Imam, Troy High School

Theme 
Development
Theme selection and 
development. Entry must 
include cover, endsheets, 
opening, dividers and 
closing. 

First place winners  
by division

1 Margie Munoz, denise 
Hirao, Seema Imam 
Troy

2 Staff 
Waterford Kettering

3 Staff 
Utica

4 Staff 
New Buffalo

Guidelines
•  theme selection is fresh 

and contemporary as well 
as appropriate to the indi-
vidual school

• theme concept is intro-
duced visually/verbally on 
cover

•  theme concept carries 
through visualy/verbally on 
endsheet, opening, dividers 
and closing showing careful 
development

• photos on theme spreads 
relate to theme concept as 
part of total theme package

•  overall design of theme 
spreads is fresh and contem-
porary, setting them apart 
from other sections of the 
book

•  while designs may be inno-
vative, they adhere to jour-
nalistic guidelines and show 
evidence of careful planning


