Getting the fluff out of your writing

Journalism that matters to you and your reader




the plan

® you're going to talk some and make a
few new friends.

e we’re going to look at some features
and op/eds.

® Wwe’'re going to give you a recipe for
how to write articles that your readers
will actually read.




group talk

o difference between events and issues.
homecoming is an event. drinking at
homecoming Is an ISSue.

e talk in your group about events and
Issues. but you are really trying to get
to the issues.

e what matters to you? it probably
matters to your readers too.




talking time

e getup.

e form groups of four with people that you don’t
know. everyone should be in a different group.

e share an article that was in your paper that made a
difference - that people talked about. OR share
an article that you think is one of the best articles
you have read in your paper. OR share an article
that you think needs to be written. OR share an
article topic that you are afraid to write about.

® Dbe ready to share out!
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Features and topics

e \Why does your topic matter? Is it
relevant?

e \Who will you interview? Ask around.
Professional voice?

e Do you have enough sources?

e Do you have good questions to ask
your sources?




How to get good quotes

e Can you get them to tell a story?

e Ask why. Don’t settle for a yes or no.

e Questions are key




Piecing it together: Leads

e Make an outline

e \What are the different points of your
article?

e Start with a moment or an action from
one of your sources

e Add a quote from your source to verify
the story




example lead

*Lauren Jones knew what was going to happen when she invited the boy
over. She knew that she was bored with her current relationship, and that
this was something exciting - something different. She knew that they
would not just be “watching a movie” at her house that September night.
Jones was going to hook up with him.

She tried not to think about her boyfriend of five months that evening.
Afterwards, she told herself she wouldn’t do it again. She attempted to
erase it from her mind and move forward. But it wasn’t so easy.

“It was in the back of my head [when he came over],” said Jones, an Ann

Arbor high school student. “I thought, ‘oh this is probably going to happen.’
But [after], | was sort of in denial. | tried to forget it.”
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Piecing it together cont.

® go back to the source you started with,
SO people don’t forget

® bring in your other points and sources
that are relevant to each point




meat of the text

® The other person

It isn’t just the cheater and their partner who are affected by the disloyalty,
though. The third person also has to deal with the guilt. Katie Roberts, an
Ann Arbor high school sophomore, says she felt all around used and
scummy when she hooked up with a boy who was in a committed
relationship. “The next day it sort of hit me what a shitty thing I'd done, and
| searched the girlfriend on Facebook and realized that she was a real
person and | had done a really awful thing to her,” she said.
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conclusion

e pack to why the article is important

e the bigger picture

e end with a powerful quote that
summarizes the article




example conclusion

o Moving forward

Some wonder whether it is possible to move past the hurt and betrayal that cheating leaves in its
path. Lieberman believes it is. “Sometimes forgiveness is just being able to talk through what
happened, and why the other person did what they did,” she said.

For some, this has been easier than expected. Roberts believes that it was best for her to ignore the
situation and move forward with her life. “I’ve tried to put the whole ordeal behind me,” she said. “I
think we’re both more or less pretending it never happened.”

But for Jones, her mistake has had a lasting effect. She believes that love and trust are not to be
taken lightly, and that one exciting night is not worth the wreckage that faithlessness leaves behind.
“When someone puts their trust in you, don’t take advantage of that,” she said. “Because it’s a rare
thing for someone to trust you completely. And it’s a rare thing for someone to love you for who you
are. | think | had that, and | let it go.”
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e bullet-proof

e transcripts
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Me: What is your name?
Jake: Jake Dewoskin

Me: What is your occupation?
Jake: | am an IT consultant.

Me: What are the risks associated with sending a nude picture over text? Who has
access to the picture besides the recipient and the sender?

Jake: Sure. Umm...you know the biggest concern there is that you don't know, you just
don't know. Nobody knows. Whether it be across the cellular network, or a system like
snapchat, there are a lot of intermediary organizations involved in the transmission of
that information. Whether it be a cell company, or a company like snapchat, Snapchat's
technology is a little bit new, as far as its integration into texting. But the big concern is
that you sort of couldn't even develop a road map. You don't know who else potentially
is involved in the transmission of that information. So, when you're sending an image,
especially an image that could be considered, you know, inappropriate, the question of
assumed level of privacy on the internet, and what users assume, is very often not what
they're actually experiencing from a privacy stand point.

Me: What are the legal ramifications for sending a nude picture of a minor?

Jake: Well, the first and probably the most important is that exploitation of a minor is a
state and federal crime. Transmission of inappropriate or explicit material of a minor
across the internet is a particularly unfortunate crime for which, you know, state and
federal authorities are aggressively pursuing. So, if you are transmitting that information
there's a very good chance that, even as a teenager, you could get into a great deal of
trouble. And, you know, a kind of trouble that you never get rid of it. It sits with you
forever.

Me: What are people most commonly unaware of in their privacy settings that could get
them into trouble?

Jake: You mean the privacy settings on the devices themselves?

Me: | mean the privacy settings for snapchat and social media sites.

Jake: Well, you know, there's this big question about intellectual property rights. When
you, and | don't know if you saw the article a few weeks ago, the big stink about

instagram and instagram claiming they had the right to sell the images that users
uploaded. That creates a question of intellectual property rights. When you take a
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An evil
2

vt halpert
Mustrationts; sarrell

ioneer High School student Katherine
Scott (names have been changed) did
not go into Claire’s with intent to steal
the appealing pink lip gloss the counter. She in-

tended to take her merchandise, pay for it, and
exit the store.

But for some reason, Katherine took the lip
gloss and placed it in her bag. She glanced at the
sales associate who was preoccupied with cus-

tomers and sauntered out.

That was the first time Katherine stole. It was the middle of
eighth grade. Katherine turned to her friends with disbelief,
held up the lip gloss and said, “I just took this, guys,” and they
laughed, because they did not know what else to do.

Katherine is one of many teenagers who have been enticed in some way

by shoplifting. “You'd be surprised,” she said, “how many of your friends have
done it. People who you think are so innocent have done it. Even the work-

ers do it. Everybody does it.”

rry Shulman 15 a <h ipattmg expert who has appeared on ""Jh and other i

aws, and wrote a book an shoplifting. He agrees w ith Xatherine on same level
Over the last few decades, there's been such an increase in she Palting across the US
including by protesssanals and gangs 15 well as an increise in emploves theft and
ey other KIe severe crimes, il sevmes thal we'se become immune or desensitized L
1tk it

Kathenine contined to shoplift, and ber fnends started to xoan her, Together

) 1e up with strategies to fool emplovees, In dressang rooms where employees

count items, they shoved extra shirts into pant Jegs [n shops that had tags and codes

) eox In
they found ways Lo saip them off and hide them in between the decorative cushioes

vas hard, they lound ways to blend in Katherine took because she did
il have money o bay the things shw wanted, and did not think she reeded to pay the

idiculous prices asked of her, a commaon reasce many shoplift

She started to show sigrs of having a shoplifting addiction. Like smokers
weosd to bave a « Igaretie i etween thetr | NRCTS A " w and her fnend s .Lu'f'-'——:l
that they would take an item fraom the «tare whether or not they actually needed
v and vou " I'r t ! 1o | dad 1t yesterd Kat
ris asd

ddiction
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CAV YOU HEAR
ME NOw?..

Jund system. Expensive banners

“halpert’
gluu
allmrnlon s robarrell

n Cra'g Levin's fifth block analysis
class, there are five students crowd-
ed at nearly every table and severa
do not have textbooks. However,
they can hear Levin clearly because he
uses the latest technology installed in
Community High School, Phonic Ear’s
(lassroom f".r“:pl'f'a’icn System.
Do the benefits of having 2 high-tech
sound system :;t‘.‘:'LIQ" '2"‘3'2!/"(_1 d NEwW
""f't" m’-w‘ class size smaller?
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The more a y un the SR ‘
stronger the message. | feel ke this ' ICing
ministration could do more bridge

Iding and less wall buiding

.
>
-
:
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Malpert

Young girls all over America have been told
for too long they must follow an anorexic

standard of beauty.
This must change.

W0 studentlife the communicater
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| would like to stop because it’s
unhealthy, and I'm kind of forc-
ing myself to stop. But | also
don’t want to get fat.
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DYING TO BE THIN: CONTINUED

Need help?
~ Get help.

* EDEN is available at
(517) 404 6029, They also
offer support groups.

* Your school counselor
is also a good person
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An identity questioned

Expression
in Hiding
N0\ the risks of self-
ﬁ' wfy..f'»' expression for a gay teen

1harredl

——

&
2
2
B
a

i Siden, 17, was a fr
oneer when the first piece of 1 at the same time. According
¢ the Sexuality rmation and
| of the United
of lesbian,
rent that the gay, and
es and oranges were aimed at  guest
him.
Siden says the fruit onslau ¥ f LGBTQ
vas in aimed at him hearing homophc
exual. He is 2 84% have been verbally ha-
| students rassed, the group says.
el U'!H’JL";».‘,'\

In the Bible
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Timeline
(continued)
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November 4th -- A step forward, step back for civil rights
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The 36-hour labor was the easy part.

She wasn’t dilating. The drugs weren’t working.
The Pitocin, a drug to help her dilate, made her
unconscious. She woke up not knowing where
she was or who she was. Everyone was scared.
Sixteen-year-old Kapree Smith was scared.
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where there’s a pill,
there’s a wa

SOME STUDENTS TURN TO ADDERALL DURING THE MOST STRESSFUL WEEK OF SCHOOL

soription for Adderall, 50 he cbtains John noticed other downsides 10
tthroughafdend who has alegel Addemnal.
prescription for the drug. From “Whan | take Adderall Iost . . .
John's experience, this isthemaost  super thorough, | double and triple
common way the drug is obiained. check my answers.” John sakd,
*“It's not too hard to get,” Carter *You waste a lot of time. In fresh-
sald. *It's widely avalable and it's man yeac, | took a math test and...|
chesp . . . four dollers or 50, It's anded up running cut of ime st the
much cheaper than marfuana or end because | spent so much Sime
cocaine.” being tharough.”

According to Alan DeSantis, a John also took the ACT while on
researcher who s a professcr at the  Adderal, but felt better and even
University of Kenlucky, sbout 30 did bettar— by one paint —when he
percent of students at the univer- took it clean.
shy, &t sometims or anothee, had Jobn also dosen ke the way
Ilegaily used a stimulant such as Adderal makes him foel physically.
Adderal, Conoerta or Ritalin. *1 roally hate the effects that It

Despite its pravalancs, the pen- gives ma," he saii, "Rt makes me
alty for Begaly using or possessing  feel welrd and bad and uncomifort-
able.”
CHS counselor Diane Grant has

maent of up to one year and/or a for my body than taking one pll of
fine of up %o $1000. In addiion to Addemil,” he sald.

the legal implications, drug coun- Whille this may be John's opin-
sclors say that for some kids, the lon, coffee is much different than

drug may 8t a8 & gabeway drug to

soribed to them, it's a big deal”
she ssid. "We harve & 3chodl nurse
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beyond the binary
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€& _.it's just kind of hard for me because B ooc™
I'm constantly being told I'm a girl, I'm e fecins
your sister,' things like that. )) ' -

ze: used in the place
of “he" or “she”

hir: used in the place
of “his" or “her”

hirs: used in the place
of “his" or *hers"

IN 2008, RI0T YOUTS
SURVEYED 1,102
STUDENTS FROM
THE ANN ASBCR
PUBUC SCHOOLS.
BT, OR 108 5TY-
DINTS, INTIR D
AS LGETOG

WSILE COMMUNTY
SETERS A GINGER
NUTRAL ATH-
ROON TS L0CaD
WREN NOT INUS




be “liked”

TIME SPENT ON FACEBOOK CAN FACTOR INTO TEENAGERS' SELF-ESTEEM
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e wens 1 I1t's not really that much different from
what we see in a magazine...we see all
of these glorified images. ))
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PARENT PERSPECTIVE
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D FALTERS IN PREP.
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INOR lN POSSESSION

A BEHIND THE SCENES LOOK AT THE EFFECTS OF MINOR IN POSSESION CHARGES

setsh dewsenras & nibdah praf!

Assistant District Attorney Bob
West has been prosecuting MIPs
for the dty of Ann Arbor for seven-
toen years.

“There has always boen a law
prohibiting the use, possession,
consumption of aicohol by minors,
and for &s long &8 I've been hire

[an atiorney in Ann Arbor] we have
been prasecuting these minor In

are given as a ticket on the street.
The mest common option is the
first offender program. The minor
Issued and MIP must issue a
guility plea to the court, which the
court does not accept. This s a
very significant detail, because ¥
the court does not accept the plea
then you ane never comvicted,
*“So legitimately down the road,
if anyone asks, you can say that

you have never been convicted of
a crima. it means all the diference
in the world,”™ said YWest,

The first offender program usy-
ally consists of six months of
non-reporting probation under the
conditions that the minor attend
an alcohol aducation class and
pay 350 doliars 10 the court for
their tickat, The ciass is another
100 dollars.

¥ at the end of sixth months the
court locks at the case and they
soe that you haven’t had another
aicohol related offense, the plea is
set aside, the case is damissed,
and you're not convicted,” said
West.

However, for a second offense a

pecple out into the warld with
4 degree from the University of
Michigan and a crimingl record,”
West said,

Athough Ann Arbor's program
soems rolaxoed to other
counties in the state, West has a
Cifferent thecry.,

1 woukin't call R laid back. |
wouki say there is a good amount
of sccial work in this business,
we're not dealing with bad pecple,
these are good people who just
sarew up,” sald West.

In s0ome cases, the problem is
more than just & sCrew-up ora
bad decision.

“We had a couple of young
women who had enough MIPs
to get sent to our sobriety court
which is & two year probation with
4 ot of rigorous counseling and
supervision, They just coulidn™t
stop drinking,”* sakd West.

Enforcement on campus has
been Increased by local Ann Arbor
police in the iast few years has in-
creased due 10 the riss in partying.

people, with a DJ's and sound
systems, and kegs of beer on the
reofiop with a hose going down o
the ground. | s8¢ mare and mone
of that. | don't know where t's
going, but that is the direction it's
heading. It's kind of frightening. |
don know where it ends,” said
West,

PARENT PERSPECTIVE

Rachel Johnson* still emembers
the phone call from her daugh-
ter. One month shy of 21, her
daughter had received a Minor
In Possession (MIF) ticket at a
foctball game on Central Michigan
University's campus.

*Her birthday was in November,
& was end of October and | was
more angry at the law itsell, ¥ R
had happened a month from then
she wouldnt have been in trouble
and It wouldn't have cost her any-
thing. She went to court when she
was 21." sald Johnson.

Her daughter was a senior ol
Central Michigan at the time, and
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daughter's future.

*It was very hard to be mad at
hec. Flus she was cider, 50 she
was going 10 do what she was
going to do. t's kind of a typical
kid mistaice, you don't want it fo
affect them forever. As a parent
that's the top concern, but that
NG was pratty hard 1o swallow,”

"It was serfous, 3O We werne
mad. A that age | dont think kids
recognize that it can hurt them
later on, but as a parent you do
know that," sald Johnson.
Johnson's son qualfied for a
first-cffender program. He went
1o & class on substance abuse

1o have the MIP expunged from
his record. Even with the class,
Johnson sald she was stil worrled
about her son getting another MIP.
“As a parent after that it was like,
“What are you doing this weeskend,
who are you out with?' We had 1o
bulld back the tnast." she sald.
While Johnson was upset at the
choloes her son made that led to
his MIP, she stil feit reserved In
disciplining him.,

“Theare is the fact that &s a par-
ant, and &8 50 many other parents
have, who drank In high school,
you aimost feel hypocritical. Back
In the 80 If you got caught with
beer the palice would dump some

out and say ‘okay you guys go
home' and then dump the rest in

your truni and that was the last
you saw of i, | dom™ think | know
anyons who got an MIP back in
the 80's." sald Johnson.

ONE COP, TWO BOYS, AND
THREE TICKETS.
George®, Greg®, James®, Wil",
and Jarry" ware spending their
evening in County Farms Park
drinking alcohol. Not expecting
any trouble, Jery and Wil headed
o the BP Gas Station 1o cash in
& lothery ticket and then take Wil
hoeme. Gecrge, Greg and James
stayed behind. Not so0n after
they had been left at County Farm
Parks, they received a phone call
from Jerry telling them the car
woukin't start. This was some-
thing they ware used 10, and knew
it could be anywhere from 15
minutes to an hour before the car
would start again, so they began
to walk to BP.

“Just walt for us, R be alright,”
James said 10 Jarry, Thair night
ended up far from alright.

As they headed down Platt Road
towards Washtenaw Avenue , the
throe boys saw a palice car ap-
proaching towards them. George
saw it and ran.
George was long gone before
the police car saw Greg walking
In front of a buliding as James

walked behind the bulding. See-

ing Greg, the cop pulled into the
parking lot and called him over.

Then, seeing James, the cop
called him over as well.

“He mmediately Jumps out of the
car and btells us 20 put our hands
on the car. He was really aggres-
sive." James sald.

The cop then started questioning
the boys about how much they
had 1o drink, but the boys denied
everything.

“We weran't giving him back talk
but we weren't trying %o Inarimi-
nate ourselves,” Greg sald.
When asked to take a breatha-
yzar James was quick 10 deny it,
but Gill started to say yes. So,
the cop went into his car and got
the breathalyzer. With that time o
think about what was going on,
Greg then realized he Is not will-
ing to prove to the cop that they
had been drinking. Thersfore, he
denied the test as wel.

The cop immediately handcufied
them, reached info their pockets,
grabbed their ID's, and went into
his car. After about twenty min-
utes in his car, he issued the boy
three tickets. An MIP for James.

An MIP and Cigarette charge for
Greg.

What had started as a fun night
at County Farms Park had not
ended as a bad night in a cop car.
= thought for a second he was
taldng us 1o the stalion 10 gat
processed bt R was really just a
ticket. He just handed us a little
plece of paper and walked us up
to the door,” James sald. Each
boy (Greg and James) was driven

home separatoly.

*My parents were asloep so it's
really quiet and weird, | just an-
sweared SOme quastions, go in the
basement and chill,” Greg said,

“My parents were up and it was
just kind of awkward, uncomfort-
able. it wasn't fun,* James sald.
That was the end 1o their nights,
but not their chamge for MIPs,

Two weeics ater the boys had o
g0 to court. They were in a room
full of students, mastly college,
with the same chamge. James and
Greg were two of only six high
schodl students changed with
MIP's, After admitting they had
been drinking, the boys qualified
for the 1st offender program. After
six months If they don't hawve any
other alcohol charges then it will
be off ther reconds, after they at-
tended an alcohol abuse Class as
well

Thelr night didn't tum out as ex-
pected, but if gave them a change
f0 reflect on their cholces.

1 definitely learmed that cops
dont need anything to come gt
you. if they just see you walk-
ing around and they want to stop
you, they will. They don't need a
reason,*

*1 kind of realized that | was
chiling with a pretty volatie friend
Qroup and 80 when we amne doing
Shutf e the sbull that got me in
trouble | don't participate,” Greg
sald.

“names have been changed
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LOCAL HOMELESS HAVE FOUND A COMMUNITY AT CAMP TAKE NOTICE

cfla beocrand
ofz beorlerd

- kkHe looked at me and said, 'We don't

Aes havea place for you to stay." And |
go 'Great! So where so you want me
to sleep? City Hall? Bus station? Cop
shop? ... Where should | sleep?' 77
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Op/Ed

® What is Op/Ed!?




CVER 1 MILLION
PEOPLE
WORLOWIDE
HAVE SEEN “MISS
REFRESENTATION®

Reres s

the commanicator columns
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staff editoriak: after steubenville rape case, we must discuss rape culture

communicator policy
tad 1o B free exchange of ideas, s a0

open fooum for oxpecssion of apin.
oee It & sradenc-con; sxadenn maks

thone of $e sthoss sod oot of &b
nowwpaper, Comersntty High Schoal,
o Ao Adbor Public Schools Foe
o comples policy, pleass e wws
chacomasyanicatoe.coomn,
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l‘l \ ‘; | -" £&~ S
staff editorial: students should get informed about new michi

natsiah g
comrsancair web stal!

communicator policy

The Commmnioanr, belag comenimed 10 the froe exchange of ieas, s an open
forem for cxprossion of opinion. It is ssadent-rery; studenes make all consent
deciioon. Lettens to dhe ocfitor are encousaged and can be sent to sheoommmmuni-
ouorEgooghegroupsoom. Signed amides will be accepeed with 80 pdor admin.
iszative rovicw a3 space @ svaibble. The Commurnicator seacrves the right o
edie submissions. Pardiermone, oplnions expressed dereln aoe those of the s
thoes and not of this nowspaper, Comemenity High School, oe Ana Asboe Poblic
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finding the right kind of patriotism

raricobes

AS OF 2000 6 STATLS HAWY
LAWS MANDATING THAY
SCMOOLS RICUIRE STUDINTS
TO RECITE THE PLEDGE O
ALLZCIANCE. AS OF OCTCBER
2009, 26 OF THESE STATES
ALLCW STUDENTS TO OPT
ot
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questions?

e Tracy Anderson:
andersont@aaps.k12.mi.us

e Madeline Halpert
madeline.halpert@gmail.com
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