
Getting the fluff out of your writing
Journalism that matters to you and your reader
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the plan
• you’re going to talk some and make a 

few new friends.

• we’re going to look at some features 
and op/eds.

• we’re going to give you a recipe for 
how to write articles that your readers 
will actually read.
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group talk
• difference between events and issues.  

homecoming is an event.  drinking at 
homecoming is an issue. 

• talk in your group about events and 
issues.  but you are really trying to get 
to the issues.  

• what matters to you?  it probably 
matters to your readers too.  
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talking time
• get up. 

• form groups of four with people that you don’t 
know.  everyone should be in a different group. 

• share an article that was in your paper that made a 
difference - that people talked about.  OR  share 
an article that you think is one of the best articles 
you have read in your paper. OR share an article 
that you think needs to be written.  OR share an 
article topic that you are afraid to write about.

• be ready to share out!
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Features and topics
• Why does your topic matter? Is it 

relevant? 

• Who will you interview? Ask around. 
Professional voice?

• Do you have enough sources?

• Do you have good questions to ask 
your sources?
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How to get good quotes

• Can you get them to tell a story?

• Ask why. Don’t settle for a yes or no.

• Questions are key
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Piecing it together: Leads

• Make an outline

• What are the different points of your 
article?

• Start with a moment or an action from 
one of your sources

• Add a quote from your source to verify 
the story
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example lead
*Lauren Jones knew what was going to happen when she invited the boy 
over.  She knew that she was bored with her current relationship, and that 
this was something exciting - something different. She knew that they 
would not just be “watching a movie” at her house that September night. 
Jones was going to hook up with him. 

She tried not to think about her boyfriend of five months that evening. 
Afterwards, she told herself she wouldn’t do it again. She attempted to 
erase it from her mind and move forward. But it wasn’t so easy.

“It was in the back of my head [when he came over],”  said Jones, an Ann 
Arbor high school student. “I thought, ‘oh this is probably going to happen.’ 
But [after], I was sort of in denial. I tried to forget it.” 

Thursday, October 31, 13



Piecing it together cont.

• go back to the source you started with, 
so people don’t forget

• bring in your other points and sources 
that are relevant to each point
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meat of the text

• The other person

It isn’t just the cheater and their partner who are affected by the disloyalty, 
though. The third person also has to deal with the guilt. Katie Roberts, an 
Ann Arbor high school sophomore, says she felt all around used and 
scummy when she hooked up with a boy who was in a committed 
relationship. “The next day it sort of hit me what a shitty thing I'd done, and 
I searched the girlfriend on Facebook and realized that she was a real 
person and I had done a really awful thing to her,” she said.  
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conclusion

• back to why the article is important

• the bigger picture

• end with a powerful quote that 
summarizes the article
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example conclusion
• Moving forward

Some wonder whether it is possible to move past the hurt and betrayal that cheating leaves in its 
path. Lieberman believes it is. “Sometimes forgiveness is just being able to talk through what 
happened, and why the other person did what they did,” she said.

For some, this has been easier than expected. Roberts believes that it was best for her to ignore the 
situation and move forward with her life. “I’ve tried to put the whole ordeal behind me,” she said. “I 
think we’re both more or less pretending it never happened.”

But for Jones, her mistake has had a lasting effect. She believes that love and trust are not to be 
taken lightly, and that one exciting night is not worth the wreckage that faithlessness leaves behind. 
“When someone puts their trust in you, don’t take advantage of that,” she said. “Because it’s a rare 
thing for someone to trust you completely. And it’s a rare thing for someone to love you for who you 
are. I think I had that, and I let it go.”
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• bullet-proof 

• transcripts
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Interview with Jake Dewoskin

Me: What is your name?

Jake: Jake Dewoskin

Me: What is your occupation?

Jake: I am an IT consultant.

Me: What are the risks associated with sending a nude picture over text? Who has 
access to the picture besides the recipient and the sender? 

Jake: Sure. Umm...you know the biggest concern there is that you don't know, you just 
don't know. Nobody knows. Whether it be across the cellular network, or a system like 
snapchat, there are a lot of intermediary organizations involved in the transmission of 
that information. Whether it be a cell company, or a company like snapchat, Snapchat's 
technology is a little bit new, as far as its integration into texting. But the big concern is 
that you sort of couldn't even develop a road map. You don't know who else potentially 
is involved in the transmission of that information. So, when you're sending an image, 
especially an image that could be considered, you know, inappropriate, the question of 
assumed level of privacy on the internet, and what users assume, is very often not what 
they're actually experiencing from a privacy stand point.

Me: What are the legal ramifications for sending a nude picture of a minor?

Jake: Well, the first and probably the most important is that exploitation of a minor is a 
state and federal crime. Transmission of inappropriate or explicit material of a minor 
across the internet is a particularly unfortunate crime for which, you know, state and 
federal authorities are aggressively pursuing. So, if you are transmitting that information 
there's a very good chance that, even as a teenager, you could get into a great deal of 
trouble. And, you know, a kind of trouble that you never get rid of it. It sits with you 
forever. 

Me: What are people most commonly unaware of in their privacy settings that could get 
them into trouble?

Jake: You mean the privacy settings on the devices themselves?

Me: I mean the privacy settings for snapchat and social media sites.

Jake: Well, you know, there's this big question about intellectual property rights. When 
you, and I don't know if you saw the article a few weeks ago, the big stink about 
instagram and instagram claiming they had the right to sell the images that users 
uploaded. That creates a question of intellectual property rights. When you take a 
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Op/Ed

• What is Op/Ed? 
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questions?

• Tracy Anderson:  
andersont@aaps.k12.mi.us

• Madeline Halpert 
madeline.halpert@gmail.com
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