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It’s true. Journalism can be joyful
The President’s Column

I
had a wonderful experience this past July
while taking Bobby Hawthorne’s Radical
Writing class at the MSU Adviser Work-
shop. I hadn’t taken a college journalism
class in five years. It rejuvenated me. I
hadn’t thought from a student’s perspective

in a while, so getting challenged left me feeling
refreshed and ready for a new year.

Our final assignment for the class was to write a
personal column. Below is what I wrote. I felt good
about it because I was pushed. I was pushed to take
some liberties in my writing. I was encouraged to
write something kind of crazy and out of my com-
fort zone. So, I ended up taking on a persona (like a
columnist should do) that wasn’t really me. It
ended up being pretty exaggerated and sarcastic,
but I think it turned out well. 

There was one important thing that came out of
this final exercise. I had fun. I enjoyed writing it. It
reminded me how joyful journalism can be. That’s
what scholastic journalism should be. Serious fun.
Don’t ever forget it.

And now the column...
■ Old for being young. Young for being old. It’s
where I stand.

■ A few months ago I turned 29. If you’re older
than me, you probably consider 29 pretty young.
I’ll give you that. But it’s an old young. Think about
it. I’ve been young for decades now. My time has
past. I’ll be 30 in less than a year. The signs are
everywhere. I’m getting scared.

■ Being addressed as “mister” seems natural now. 

■ My cousin Dave, who’s nine months older than
me, is losing his hair. 

■ I’m a tenured teacher. 

■ I’ve been employed longer than 65 percent of the
staff. 

■ My last high school days now fall into double-
digit years. 

■ I listen to talk radio. 

■ I refuse to drink cheap beer. 

■ In the last 10 months, I’ve purchased almost 40
jazz CDs. 

■ If I were a professional athlete, I’d be considered
a wily veteran. 

■ And, if everything goes as planned, I should be a
father by this time next year. If I’m still alive by
then. 

■ I don’t know how much time I have left. I’m old.
And I’m not very good at it. I’m trying to take it
slowly though. I figure this might be good. 

■ I like Frank Sinatra. 
James Bond. 
The Beatles. 
M*A*S*H* re-runs. 
Those things are old, right? I can fit in.

■ I just have some questions. How often should I
eat at Bill Knapp’s? Am I missing something about
the expressway’s right lane? Is a big Cadillac in my
destiny? Or does a mini-van come first? I’m still
confused. I hope there’s clairvoyance in aging.

Kirk Weber

Please see PRESIDENT on page 9
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M
y parents or any
other adult over
the age of 70 will
read this and
laugh. But those of

you out there in your mid to late
40s—you know, those of you
who put on their bi-focals to read
this column—will understand. 

I feel so old. 
Each time I open my jar of

Cellex-c and apply it to my aging
face I get depressed. Not nearly
as much as I do though, when I
go to put on my jeans and have
to lie flat on my back to zip them
up over my poochie belly. Then
there’s the hair loss in the front.
Where I used to have to search to
find my scalp, now I work to
cover it up. I’m so sorry about all
those Rogaine jokes, guys. And
we aren’t even going to talk

about my gray
hairs. They’ve

been chem-
ically
altered. 

Nothing, however, is worse on
my self esteem than the screams
of my students when I tell them I
like to roller blade in a thong. 

You, too? And all this time I
thought we were friends! 

Lately, I’ve been doing a lot of
self-analysis and research on han-
dling the aging process and have
discovered that people have been
feeling this way for centuries.
Many of them got over their fear
of aging the easy way. 

They died. 
Slackers.
After days of wallowing in

self pity, I startlingly realized that
I don’t feel old—I just look old—
and therein lies the solution. 

I need to avoid mirrors. I need
to avoid windows. In fact, I need
to avoid any reflective devices.
And by all means, I need to con-
tinue to do the things that make
me feel young—teaching and
advising.

Where else but in the journal-
ism room can you experience
chair races down a dark hall after
the custodians go home? Where
else can you laugh till you release
fluid into your Depends when
one of your male students walks
into the room dressed in a silver
dress and heels? Where else can
you have a squirt gun fight out in
front of the school on your
seniors’ last night of deadline?

When we advisers get feeling
sorry for ourselves because half

the teaching staff vacated the
building at 3:05 and we know
we’re there until 9, we need
to remember that we’re the

lucky ones. We truly
touch kids’ lives and

they touch ours. We have rela-
tionships with teens that are
often times better than the ones
they have with their parents. We
get to watch their joy over a well-
written story or a package we
know will win a design contest.
We get to watch them respond
with maturity and compassion
when a page one story about the
budget is replaced with one
about the Attack on America.
Yes, we’re the lucky ones.

And I am particularly lucky
because I get another shot of
youth in August when I direct
the MIPA summer workshop and
watch over 600 kids have the
time of their lives while working
their little butts off! I sincerely
hope I can spend many more
summers with your students at
MSU. 

Actually, I sincerely hope I
can spend many more years
advising. I love it and it’s fun.
(And this is from a woman who
just finished the deadline from
hell.)

And when I get too old to
teach or direct a workshop and
they put me in a nursing home,
I’m going to demand two very
important things—There must be
no mirrors and there must be
chairs with wheels. 

Hang on, Gertrude, we’re
going for a ride!

Note: If you have read Presi-
dent Kirk Weber’s column you
will realize that great minds
think alike—and Betsy was even
thinking about changing places
with Kirk—that is, until she saw
the part about starting a family.
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Betsy Pollard Rau teaches at H.H. Dow H.S., and advises The Update
newspaper there. She’s also the MIPA Summer Workshop director.

By Betsy Pollard Rau
H.H. Dow High School

Pied Gra s
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The American Society of
Newspaper Editor’s summer
institute (ASNE) proved to be
invaluable because of the tips
from the many professional jour-
nalists who presented.

The 2001 summer conference
was the first of its kind. Thirty-
five participants were selected to
attend 6 sessions held at univer-
sities all over the country, and
we were wined and dined with
first class accommodations every
step of the way (all at no cost to
us!)

I was lucky enough to attend
the conference in Tampa, at the
University of South Florida. Not
only was the setting gorgeous,
but the university also has a first
rate hotel, the Embassy Suites,
located right on campus where
we each had our own suite and
more food than we could pack
away.  

In addition, Dr. Randy Miller,
the coordinator for the Tampa
conference, provided us with
nightly entertainment all the way
from Busch Gardens to pool par-
ties.

The most exciting and benefi-
cial aspect of the campus, howev-
er, was the terrific information
and mounds of materials that I
received. Books, tapes, handouts,
and more were free for the ask-
ing. 

Speakers from large newspa-
pers such as the Tampa Tribune
and the St. Petersburg Times
gave presentations all the way
from news, sports, editorial, and
feature writing to the latest on

broadcast convergence and on-
line reporting.

It is impossible to include all
the good stuff from the confer-
ence in one sitting, but since the
main focus of the institute was
journalistic ethics, here are some
basic tips passed along from
Florida professionals:  

DOING ETHICS 
Ask Good Questions To Make Good
Ethical Decisions: The Poynter
Institute, A School For Journalists
(www.poynter.org)  

1. What do I know?  What do I
need to know? 

2. What is my journalistic pur-
pose? 

3. What are my ethical con-
cerns? 

4. What organizational poli-
cies and professional guidelines
should I consider? 

5. How can I include other
people, with different perspec-
tives and diverse ideas, in the
decision-making process? 

6. Who are the stakeholders-
those affected by my decision?
What are their motivations?
Which are legitimate? 

7. What if the roles were
reversed? How would I feel if I

were in the shoes of one of the
stakeholders? 

8. What are the possible conse-
quences of my actions?  Short
term?  Long term? 

9. What are my alternatives to
maximize my truthtelling
responsibility and minimize
harm? 

10. Can I clearly and fully jus-
tify my thinking and my deci-
sions?  To my colleagues?  To the
stakeholders?  To the public? 

CODE OF ETHICS SPJ  
Society of Professional Journalists 

1. Seek Truth and Report It 
2. Minimize Harm 
3. Act Independently 
4. Be Accountable  

RESPECTING PRIVACY  
Guidelines: Bob Steele,  
The Poynter Institute 

1. What is my journalistic pur-
pose in seeking this information?
In reporting it? 

2. Does the public have a justi-
fiable need to know?  Or is this
matter just one in which some
want to know? 

3. How much protection does
this person deserve?  Is this per-

ASNE summer program for educators
big hit with Michigan adviser
By Terri Martin
Flint Central High School 

Terri Martin advises the
newspaper at Flint Central
H.S. She is currently working
on improving the on-site
contests held at the MIPA
Spring Conference. Please see PROGRAM on page 9

Speakers from large newspapers such as the
Tampa Tribune and the St. Petersburg Times
gave presentations from news, sports, editorial,
and feature writing to the latest on broadcast
convergence and on-line reporting.
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The drive home finally hap-
pened about 11:45 p.m. The roads
were empty on this Sunday night,
almost Monday morning. Most
houses were dark. 

It was quiet. I also felt quiet. I
felt better.

It had been a typical produc-
tion night in the Haslett High
School Viking Longboat news-
room. There was work. There
was play, OK, a good amount of
p l a y .

What made the night different
was that the staff of this student
newspaper was working on a
special issue focusing on the ter-
rorist attacks of Sept. 11.

The terror happened on what
had started as a typical Tuesday
morning at high school. Every-
thing had been going just as it
was supposed to, flowing in 50-
minute increments. 

We all know what that feels
like, going through the motions,
learning as we go along, but
ready to move on when the bell
rings. And then everything
changed, with the flash of a jet
sailing into the World Trade Cen-
t e r .

That afternoon the kids held a
brainstorming session.

“This is when you find out the
crappy side of being a journalist,”
I told the visibly upset group of
about 20 students. “This is when
you learn it’s OK to be emotional

about the stories you are cover-
ing, but when you learn you have
a job to do and a purpose to
s e r v e . “

They had been watching the
events of the morning unfold in
every class they attended: The
planes hitting the World Trade
Center, the twin towers crum-
bling, the walls of the Pentagon
falling as another plane crashed
into it, the uncertainty of where
other airliners were at that
moment in time. 

The entire group was touched
to the core of their young hearts.
But they were ready to brain-
storm, they were ready to cover
the story of how the attack on the
U.S. was affecting their worlds -
their lives, at their school.

They saw that it was a side of
the story they had the power to
t e l l .

By Sunday, the students had
been working rigorously on their
stories all week, pushing the abil-
ities of my beginning writers,
pushing the stress level of the
editors. Photos were taken to doc-
ument the reactions of the stu-

dents to the attacks. Design ele-
ments had been conceived and
ready to be put into action.

Next thing we knew it was
11:30 p.m. and I was telling the
kids, “You need to go home.”
Sure, the paper wasn’t quite fin-
ished, but most elements were
there and we were confident it
would be wrapped up by
Wednesday to go to press. And,
despite the world continuing to
deal with the tragedies, the bell
for first hour was going to ring at
7:45 a.m. that next morning.
They’re kids. They needed to be
home with their families, getting
the sleep they needed to start
their school week on the right
n o t e .

I sent them home. Then I
cleaned up the last of the candy
wrappers, put the pizza crusts
into the trash, stacked up the pop
cans and gathered my things to
head home.

It was once I got behind the
wheel of my car for the 15-minute
drive that I realized I felt better. I

By Julie Price
Haslett High School 

Sept.11, 2001

Julie Price is the 
yearbook and  newspaper
adviser at Haslett H.S. She 

is the first vice president on
the MIPA board. 

“This is when you find out the
crappy side of being a journalist,”
I told the visibly upset group of
about 20 students.  

Please see SEPT. 11 on page 8 

Michigan students cover tragic
event in their newspapers
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Adviser: Julie Price
Editor: Renee Neuner
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Gull Lake HS
Adviser: Lisa Miller 
Editors: Colin Clancy & Vicky Langshaw

Lake Orion HS
Adviser: Kevin Moore
Editors: Cathy Kimmel & Paul Balderas 

Midland HS

Adviser: Jim Woehrle

Editor: Robert Butts

Novi HS
Adviser: Lydia Cadena
Editors: Sarah-Beth O’Connor & 
Carolyn Vermeulen

Alpena HS
Adviser: Marsha Smith
Editor: KrisAnn Baker
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felt quiet. I felt more settled thanI had
felt all week.

I had been working—working
hard—with a group of young people
who were attempting to take action
during this tragic time. We couldn’t
make the trip to New York City to
help search for the victims. 

The Red Cross didn’t even want
our blood at that moment in time.
There wasn’t a whole lot we could do
for the national tragedy from our
small school in the center of Michigan.
We felt helpless, afraid and unsettled.

But these kids ultimately found
they were empowered. They could
make a difference by reporting on and
writing about the story of the tragedy
as it affected their world. 

They could make a difference by
documenting the historic events as
they affected life at their high school.

From a totally selfish point of view,
I could make a difference by advising
these students on the best approaches
to telling the stories the best way pos-
sible. We could have a serious discus-
sion about how to handle the story of
a young man living in our community
whose father is a New York City

police officer. 
Could we do the story of how this

student handled news of the attack if
we found out his father was killed in
the World Trade Center? We didn’t
ever come up with an answer to that
question and, thankfully, didn’t have
to because his father was fine. But it
was an amazing, high-level discus-
s i o n .

This was not an easy week to be a
teacher, and to be an emotional
human while also being a teacher. But
it was a time when I was reminded of
why the job of advising a student
newspaper is an important job. 

Being a newspaper adviser means
making a difference, sometimes when
you least expect it and sometimes
when it’s painful. Then 11:45 p.m.
rolls around. You leave your class-
room through the dark, eerie hallways
of a totally empty school. 

You make that drive home through
the empty streets. You know this
newspaper is going to happen and be
important to the students’ audience -
their classmates. 

You know you work with really
amazing young people.

H.H. Dow HS
Adviser:

Betsy Rau
Editor:

Kelli Cynecki

Dowagiac HS
Adviser: Teri Frantz
Editor: Shamah Stark

Groves HS
Adviser:

Laura Redman
Editor:

Scott 
Rothenberg

Grand Ledge HS 
Adviser:

Jeremy VanHof
Editors:

D. Alim-Young,
Emily Jarvis,

Jenna Haywood
& Terra 

Haywood

Sept. 11, continued from page 6

Battle Creek Lakeview HS
Adviser: Becky Finegan
Editor: Lindsey Culp
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son a public official, public figure or celebri-
ty?  Is this person involved in the news
event by choice or chance? 

4. What is the nature of harm I might
cause by intruding on someone’s privacy? 

5. Can I cause considerable harm to
someone just by asking questions, observ-
ing activity, or obtaining information even
if I never actually report the story? 

6. How can I better understand this per-
son’s vulnerability and desire for privacy?
Can I make a better decision by talking with
this person? 

7. What alternative approaches can I take
in my reporting and my storytelling to min-
imize the harm of privacy invasion while
still fulfilling my journalistic duty of
informing the public?  

For instance, can I leave out some “pri-
vate“ matters while still accurately and fair-
ly reporting the story?  Or, can I focus more
on a system failure issue rather than report-
ing intensely on one individual?   

These tips only scratch the surface of
what my new friends and I learned at the
ASNE institute. Interviewing, writing, moti-
vation techniques, and many more topics
were discussed in those two short weeks. 

So much valuable information is avail-
able to us as high school newspaper advi-
sors; we need to take advantage of the
opportunities that are simply waiting for
us. 

ASNE is just one of them. If you are
interested in contacting the institute for next
summer, you can reach Diana Mitsu Klos at
www.highschooljournalism. org. So much
is waiting out there—why not? 

For more information on the programs
for 2002, go to the ASNE Web site at
www.asne.org.

Program, continued from page 5

We need you!
MIPA will be judging the Individual Newspaper
Contest entries on Saturday, March 2, and we’d
love to have you be one of the judges. This is a
great time for advisers to get together for some
camaraderie and a look at what Michigan
students are writing about. Please e-mail

mipa@msu.edu if you are interested in helping! 

confused. I hope there’s clairvoyance in aging.

■ If I’m going to be old, I need to do it right. I figure
it’s about time I start checking out a sports car.
What do you think? A red Corvette? Or a Sebring
convertible? No, forget it. I need an image
makeover. I’ll just head down to the Harley dealer-
ship. 

Thank God I still have my fashion sense. 

■ Socks and sandals are in. Check. 

■ It’s okay to pull my pants over my belly if it’s too
big. Check. 

■ And the motto: “If it fits, it looks good” still
applies. Great! I don’t see what the big deal is. This
is the 21st century. Elastic exists. It does wonders
for any physique.

■ Maybe my life has passed me by. By 27 the year-
book I advise won a Pacemaker. By 28 I was the
MIPA president. What’s next? Retirement? I think I
need to slow down.

■ Getting old is something I need to fight as long as
possible. When will my PlayStation 2 seem child-
ish? I think I need something younger to delay the
inevitable. 

■ I think I’ve got it. I’m going to Toys-R-Us tomor-
row. I’ll need a list. 

■ Matchbox cars. Check. 

■ A big wheel. Check. 

■ A GI-Joe. (With kung-fu grip.) Check. 

■ A rubber ducky. Check. 

■ And, a teddy bear. That should do it. I figure I’ll
get at least 10 more youthful years out of that.

■ Meanwhile, I have some plans to prevent myself
from maturating too quickly.  The first thing I’m
going to do is toss my Brookstone One-cup coffee
maker out the window and start buying Jolt. Meals
will consist entirely of fast food and Kraft Macaroni
and Cheese. My bedtime will be no earlier than 1:30
a.m. I’ll buy a skateboard. My wardrobe will con-
sists strictly of Abercrombie and any other high
price clothing I can obtain. And finally, I’ll move
back in with my parents. That should do it.

■ Look at me. My finger is on the pulse of youth.
Fortunately, I’m good at it. Although I hear aging
makes you delusional. Is that true?

President, continued from page 2
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I
n the rush to leave the dark-
room for the bright, glowing
world of digital imaging, don’t
forget to take along the crafts-
manship and excitement of

creating and preparing images for
readers. 

Let’s face it, spending a day with
hands that smell like a chemistry
experiment gone bad will be easily
left behind. The excitement of seeing
a great print appear magically from
the shallow depths of a chemical
tray, however, will never be forgot-
ten. 

The pride in making print after
print until it is just right is the sign of
photo craftsmanship that produces
great images for student publica-
tions. 

The trick in not throwing out the
craftsmanship with the developer  is
to figure out a way to approach the
new world of digital imaging in the
same way teachers and students
have traditionally approached dark-
room photojournalism.

Remember the Basics
Learning about f-stops, shutter

speeds, depth of field and exposure
control is as relevant to digital imag-
ing as it is to film photography. 

A lack of knowledge at the
moment the shutter is pressed can
spell disaster for both digital files and
photographic prints. Poorly exposed,
blurry images make bad photos.

Think Content and 
C o m p o s i t i o n

These will always be the keys to
producing images that tell the story
with visual impact. 

Digital photographers need to
take time to analyze every image
they make to find the best ones and
to learn from their mistakes. 

The contact sheet feature of
Adobe Photoshop is an excellent way
to study all the photos made during
an assignment. 

Like the paper contact sheet made
from negatives, it reveals how the
assignment was approached and
what needs to be improved before
the next one.

By David Stedwell
Marycrest International Univ.

Dave Stedwell teaches in the
graphics communication
department at Marycrest

International University in
Davenport, Iowa. He teaches
the beginning photography

and Photoshop classes for
advisers during the summer

at MSU. He is also director of 
photography at the MIPA

Summer Journalism 
Workshop  for high school

students.

D O N’T
R U S H

Before you go boldly
into the digital age,

there are some essential
things to remember

Working with imaging software is only one of the learning activities for students who study
digital photography at the MIPA Summer Journalism Workshop. They also improve their skills
by covering photo assignments, and receive instruction in the basics of exposure control, con -
tent and composition.They produce digital contact sheets and paper prints of their work as an
aid to learning new techniques and improving their work.

Photo by David Stedwell

Please see DIGITAL on page 15
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NOTES

NEWS
If you have news to share
about your program or your
students, please let us know.
We’ll mention it in the next
issue of Stet. E-mail
mipa@msu.edu.

&

A PIONEER
Betsy Pollard Rau was awarded
an NSPA Pioneer Award at the
JEA/NSPA convention in
Boston earlier this month. The
Pioneer is the highest award
NSPA offers. It is given to
those journalism educators
who have made substantial 
contributions to high school
journalism. Rau is the adviser
of The Update newspaper at
H.H. Dow HS. She also directs
the MIPA Summer Journalism
Workshop. Other Michigan
educators who have been
awarded a Pioneer are Bob
Button, Mattie Crump, John
Field, Gloria Olman, Cheryl
Pell and Kenson Siver.

KUDOS!
Lynn Strause, immediate past
president of MIPA and current
yearbook chair, has been
named the 2002 JEA National
Yearbook Adviser of the Year.
She is the first person from
Michigan to receive this award
since its inception in 1995.
Strause is the yearbook adviser
at East Lansing HS and advises
the Ceniad, which just won
Best of Show at the JEA/NSPA
convention in Boston. Strause
will attend the JEA/NSPA con-
vention in Phoenix early April
to receive the her award.

■ Michigan made a good
showing at the JEA/NSPA fall
convention in Boston. Cheryl
Pell and 10 Michigan advisers
attended, most of them with
students. Betsy Rau received a
Pioneer Award from JEA. A
number of our yearbooks and
newspapers came away win-
ners in the Best of Show com-
petitions. Check the NSPA
Web site for the complete list
of winners.

■ Make plans to attend
upcoming conventions. The
spring convention is in
Phoenix on April 4-7. The
deadline for session proposals
is Dec. 1 (If you speak, you
don't have to pay the registra-
tion fee). Next fall is in Dallas.
It's a great experience for your
staff with two full days of ses-
sions, exhibits and keynote
speakers. Contact Lynn for
more information. 

■ IMPORTANT DEADLINE
APPROACHING: The portfolios
for High School Journalist of
the Year are due to me by
Feb.  15. If you did not receive
information and an applica-
tion from JEA, it is available
online. Be sure the entry
includes all the required pieces
so the portfolio will not be dis-
qualified. As an added incen-
tive, MIPA has voted to award
our state winner with $100.

-Lynn Strause
JEA state director

NEW LOOK FOR MIPA
At its November meeting, the
MIPA Board of Directors voted
to accept a new logo for the
organization. 

The logo was created by
Randy Yeip, a graduate stu-
dent in the MSU School of
Journalism. Yeip, originally
from Utica HS, has been active
in MIPA throughout his col-
lege years. 

“The MIPA logo was looking a
little dated,” said Cheryl Pell,
director. “It was a wonderful
logo created for us by a
Laingsburg HS student in
1989,” Pell said. “It served us
well during the late 80s and
90s, but it’s just time for a
change.”

The use of the new logo,
shown above, is effective
immediately, although the
office will continue to use
materials already printed with
the old logo until the supply is
depleted.

JEA/NSPA 
Publication  
Winners
Various Michigan schools took home
honors from the JEA/NSPA conven-
tion held in Boston. 

NSPA Pacemaker Award
Focus
Midland HS
Midland, MI

In the Best of Show contest, 
publications must be submitted  by
staff members who are attending
the convention.

NSPA Best of Show Winners

■ Newspapers 1-8 Pages

Third Place
The Tower
Grosse Pointe South HS
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI

■ Newspapers 9-12 Pages

Third Place
The Update
H.H. Dow HS
Midland, MI

Seventh Place
The Archer
Lake Orion HS
Lake Orion, MI

■ Newspaper Specialty Publications

Fifth Place
The Viking Longboat
Haslett HS
Haslett, MI

■ Yearbooks 1-224 Pages

Fifth Place
Dixit
Haslett HS
Haslett, MI

■ Yearbooks 275-324 Pages

First Place
Ceniad
East Lansing HS
East Lansing, MI

Sixth Place
Warrior
Utica HS
Utica, MI

JEA News
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Betsy Rau vividly remembers
the day she was called to her
principal’s office to discuss an
upcoming edition of the school
n e w s p a p e r .

The Midland Dow High
School adviser was asked to
explain why two of her students
were poking around the Davison

School District. The pair
of young reporters was
looking into an appar-
ent scholarship scheme
being run by a Davison
school board member—
a quest that eventually
would grab the atten-
tion of top administra-
tors from both school
districts. 

“It was not a com-
fortable experience,”

said Rau, recalling her conversa-
tions with school leaders. “In the
end, though, we were able to run
the story.”

That’s not always the case in
situations where student publi-
cations take on controversial top-
i c s .

In the13 years since the
Supreme Court ruled high school
officials can censor student pub-
lications, student journalists
across Michigan have hit barriers
when reporting on controversial
topics. 

In Rau’s case, pressure to
refrain from running a story ini-
tially came from outside the dis-
trict. Upon hearing that The
Update was looking for informa-
tion on the scholarship scheme,
Davison’s superintendent called
Midland’s schools chief, who rec-
ommended that Principal Jan

Goodall read the article before it
went to print.

She read the article—the first
time the paper received prior
review—and recommended
some minor changes to clarify
information and answer ques-
t i o n s .

While Rau is glad the paper
eventually was able to run the
story, she worries about the
effect such pressure could have

(controversial)
Covering 

By Sharon Terlep

issues



on other advisers faced with the
same situation.

“I really lost a lot of sleep
over this,” she said. “I can’t
imagine what people go through
in schools that don’t give their
student paper this kind of free-
d o m . ”

Take one of the most recent
and high-profile cases of a stu-
dent publication coming under
fire. Earlier this year, an article
in a suburban Detroit high
school newspaper resulted in a
teacher being suspended, a stu-
dent being sent home and a
requirement that the paper print
a special section to atone for its
actions. 

The situation began with a
February issue of The Perspec-
tive, the student newspaper at
for Plymouth-Salem schools in
Canton Township. The paper
included a column by student
Chris Mackinder that ques-
tioned the need to celebrate
black history month. 

Mackinder argued that the
month-long recognition further
divides the races, concluding,
“If it’s a race war they want,
keeping things the way they are
will sure get them one. By creat-
ing a month to make a group of
people happy the battle of
which color is supreme will be
taken to an extreme.”

The words sent off a
firestorm throughout the 4,900
student-district, especially

among several parents of the
school’s black students. The
paper received 21 letters to the
editor criticizing the article and
students complained to the prin-
c i p a l .

In response to the outrage,
Nagy was removed from the
classroom and later apologized
for the article. The paper also
published a special section
called “Diversity: Is it work-
ing?” The district’s actions were
met with equally harsh criticism
by local media, who criticized
the move as squelching free
speech for the sake of avoiding
controversy. Both the Detroit
News and Free Press ran opin-
ion pieces on the topic.

“We feel that this was han-
dled productively and positive-
ly,” said Judy Evola, Plymouth
-Salem's  community relations
officer. “Basically, the parents
and students and community
members came together around
the article and agreed it wasn’t
the appropriate representation
of Black History Month.”

Given another chance, Nagy
said, she would do things differ-
ently. She would have talked to
the student about tempering his
words and make sure the article
was better written. Adding to
the problem was that many stu-
dents didn’t know the difference
between an opinion piece and a
newspaper article, she said.

“I was totally bowled over by
the reaction,” said Nagy, who’s
been an adviser at the school for

six years and was previously the
adviser at West Bloomfield.

“If it was written in different
words, I don’t think this would
have happened.”

Trouble With Humor 
But the kind of controversy

that alerts school boards and
sends principals into a panic can
start out seemingly innocuous.
Humor—the kind found in an
offhanded statement in a humor
column or thrown out in senior
editions of the newspaper—is
one of the most common cul-
prits, said Jeff Nardone, adviser
at Grosse Pointe South High
S c h o o l .

Nardone, adviser at the
school for seven years, has
fought to publish stories on top-
ics such as drug use. But he’s
received the most heat when
students set out to get a laugh.

“When students try to be
funny, it gets us into more trou-
ble than when there’s a big con-
troversy,” he said, remembering
a light-hearted attempt by stu-
dents to give consumer advice
on various bras.

Regardless of the gravity of
a topic, it’s important students
get a chance to express their
views, he said.

And the best way to ensure
this happens is by having a
good relationship with the
school principal.

Nardone said he alerts his
principal before running a story
that could cause controversy. He
sympathizes with the adminis-
trators, who generally are the
ones required to answer to
angry parents and community
m e m b e r s .

“An adviser should try to
have a good relationship with
the principal,” who’s never been
forced to refrain from running
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Sharon Terlep graduated
from MSU with a degree in
journalism. She was involved
in MIPA when she was a stu-
dent at L’Anse Creuse North
HS. During her senior year,
she was accepted as a MIPA
Student Journalist. Currently
she is working at the Lansing
State Journal.Please see CONTROVERSY on page 14
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an article. “Because deep down
we all have the same purpose of
educating the students.”

Michele Yankee, the school’s
associate principal for adminis-
trative services, agrees with Nar-

d o n e .
“We try to treat this

as a learning experi-
ence,” she said. “And
our experience is that
our students are
responsible writers.”

If a teacher is inter-
viewed on a controver-
sial topic, he or she
may ask to read over
the quote and its con-
text before it goes in
the paper—something
considered bad among
professional journalists.

But beyond that, the newspaper
is given freedoms like any other
publication, she said.

“They haven’t given us a rea-
son to think they’re irresponsi-
ble,” she said. 

Legal Battles
Scholastic press can be a

legally murky area. In the 1988
decision on the Hazelwood
School District v. Kuhlmeier, the
Supreme Court gave school offi-
cials the power to censor news-
papers. The court ruled the
principal at the Missouri High
School did not violate students’
First Amendment rights by pro-
hibiting them from printing arti-
cles dealing with teen pregnancy
and divorce. In the ruling, judges
said as long as officials have rea-
sonable cause to withhold mater-
ial, they could to do so. This
opened the door for a national

debate on what constitutes rea-
sonable cause and how far
school leaders should be allowed
to take their newly affirmed
p o w e r .

Since the ruling, the Student
Press Law Center, has seen a
dramatic increase in the number
of requests for legal assistance,
according to the center’s Web
s i t e .

The center went from getting
about 550 calls annually before
the ruling to about 1,600 after-
ward. In at least six states—Cali-
fornia, Massachusetts, Iowa,

Colorado, Kansas and
Arkansas—free speech advocates
have pushed through laws pro-
tecting students journalists’ free-
dom of speech, according to the
Freedom Forum. In Michigan,
former state Rep. Lynn Johndal,
D-Lansing, tried to pass a law
that would have prohibited mid-
dle- and high-school officials
from seeing articles before they
are published or from stopping
articles from running. The bill
never became law. 

Fighting Censorship
There are ways to work with-

in the school and legal systems.
From fighting censorship to
appealing to getting legal help,
the Student Press Law Center
offers the following suggestions
on fighting censorship:

■ Don’t self-censor to avoid a
negative reaction from school
officials and the community.

■ Create a policy that estab-
lishes the publication as a forum
for student expression. Under
the Hazelwood decision, publi-
cations that are a tool for student

expression have greater First
Amendment rights.

■ Try to fight any attempt to
censor by asking for specific
objections and talking to admin-
i s t r a t o r s .

■ Try to get the public
involved in implementing a free
expression policy. Local media
can be helpful in getting word
out and offering support.

■ Call legal authority, such as
the law center, for help.

■ Consider starting an alter-
native publication.

■ Push for state legislation
that would help give First
Amendment protection to stu-
dent publications.

For Anthony Ramirez, who
worked on the scholarship story
for The Update, his brush with
censorship brought mixed reac-
tions. 

Ramirez, a sophomore study-
ing labor relations at Cornell
University, is thankful his paper
eventually was able to run the
story. But the steps the paper
had go through—such as ensur-
ing that FOIA requests weren’t
filed on behalf of the newspaper
—are a discouraging sign of
administrators’ view of the stu-
dent media, he said.

“The most frustrating aspect
was the fact that the school dis-
trict’s goals were completely dif-
ferent from ours,” he said. “They
had no interest whatsoever in
exposing the scholarship scams. 

“This was rather offensive
and I believe that sort of think-
ing had the power to destroy
what makes The Update an
award-winning newspaper.” 

Controversy, 
continued from
page 13
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Adobe Photoshop is a powerful tool for crafting
images. 

Digital photographers need to take the time to
learn how images can be improved with the proper
use of levels and curves as well as the traditional
tools of dodging and burning. 

Making a quality image with software takes all
the trial and error, care and skill of darkroom
printing. It just doesn’t take seven minutes to see
the results.

See It On Paper
Digital photographers need to see the results of

their work before it is published. 

Printed photos not only provide tangible proof
of craftsmanship, they are also a better indication
of reproduction quality than a glowing computer
screen image. 

An investment in a good inkjet printer pays div-
idends in opportunities for digital photographers
to carefully study their work.

Those who lament that digital photo students
have missed the excitement of watching prints
appear in a developing tray haven't seen them
experience the excitement of watching a well-craft-
ed image appear in full color on a computer screen.

The thrill is the same, it's just quicker, and with-
out the chemical smell. 

Digital,
continued from
page 10

Fall 
J-Day
scenes

Above: Two students discuss their next
presentation.

New advisers were recognized at the adviser and speaker luncheon.

Left: Students peer over the second
floor railing.
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MIPA Calendar

Cover
PHOTO

T he boy in this photo is
the brother of a young
tee ball player. Original-

ly I had wanted to work on
depth of field shots, and show-
ing action so I stopped at a local
field (near the middle school on
Kinawa in Okemos) where
some boys were playing base-
ball.  

While waiting for the teams
to get on the field, I noticed this
boy exploring his surround-
ings. He wanted to be part of
the team so badly, handing his
brother baseballs, grabbing the
water bottles, only to be shooed
away by the other kids. 

The little boy found this pile
of baseballs near the bench and
began playing with them. This
was as close as he could come

to playing baseball at this age.
This photograph was taken

with a Minolta 8000T and a
Sigma 75-300 lens. I used
TMAX 400 (bw film) and also
did some dodging and burning
on parts of the print. In high
school I did photography for
my journalism class but never
had the opportunity to develop
my film or make my own
prints.  

The class this summer made
me feel more responsible for
the images I made. I will be
interning next school year and
haven’t gotten my placement
yet. I will be certified to teach
math and English at the sec-
ondary level and hope to find a
school who will need some help
in their journalism department. 

By Logan McLennan

Dec. 15, 2001
Fall delivery Yearbook late postmark dead-
line for 2001 yearbook

Jan. 31, 2002
Deadline to join MIPA for publications/
productions to be judged in 2001-2002

Feb. 22, 2002
Newspaper (Spartan and  Individual Cate-
gory) and Web Site/Video Production offi-
cial postmark deadline for 2001-2002
entries  

March 2, 2002
MIPA Individual Newspaper 
Category judging at MSU

March 22, 2002 
Spartan Newspaper, Web and Video Pro-
duction late postmark deadline for 2001-
2002 entries.  

April 18, 2002
MIPA Spring Conference at Lansing Center
in downtown Lansing.

July 15, 2002
Official postmark deadline for 2002 spring
delivery Yearbook and Literary Magazine.

July 22-26, 2002
Photoshop Workshop through the MSU
School of Journalism. Brochure will be
ready early next year or visit the MIPA
Web site: mipa.jrn.msu.edu 

July 29-Aug. 2, 2002
Publication Advisers Workshops through
the MSU School of Journalism. Brochure
will be ready early next year or visit the
MIPA  Web site: mipa.jrn.msu.edu 

Aug. 4–8, 2002
MIPA Summer Journalism Workshop for
Students. Brochure will be ready early next
year or visit the MIPA  Web site:
mipa.jrn.msu.edu 

Aug. 15, 2002
Yearbook and literary magazine late post-
mark deadline for 2002 entries 

Watch your mail after
the holidays for the

Contest Packet that con-
tains important informa-
tion for all MIPA schools 
and advisers.

Jennifer Barrett, left, and Gloria Olman enjoy the reception for the 75th Anniversary of Quill and Scroll on Satur -
day night at the JEA/NSPA convention in Boston. Barrett is an MSU School of Journalism intern working with
Olman at Utica HS.  Barrett will be looking for an English and journalism teaching position next September. 


