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	Disposition

Transformational Thinking and Leadership Qualities

Big Ideas

Integrity

Ethics

Responsibility

Value Systems

Storytelling

Truth

Theme

Journalists have a responsibility to the public to act in an ethical manner; this involves following a code of conduct:

· Seek truth and report it

· Act independently

· Minimize harm

· Be accountable

Focus Questions

· In journalism, why is it necessary for one to practice ethical behavior?

· What constitutes ethical behavior?

· What is the difference between ethics and law?

· What pressures drive us to compromise our integrity?

· What responsibility do we have for the public?

· What is truth? 

· How is truth shaped by the stories we tell?

· How do we decide whose truth gets told?

· How do journalists assess the varying definitions of  Truth?

· How do I stand up for the truth?

Essential Questions

· What rules or principles do I use for how I treat others?

· What responsibility do I have to society?

· What qualities define a good world citizen?

· How will I know when to risk failure for possible success?

· How do I demonstrate that I am open-minded enough to learn from my experiences?

Quotation(s)

Important Quotations from Shattered Glass
“He handed us fiction after fiction, and we printed them all as fact. Just because we found him entertaining.” Chuck Lane (played by Peter Saarsgard)

“A great editor defends his writers.  Against anyone.  He stands up and fights for you.” Stephen Glass (played by Hayden Christensen)
“My own personal view is that journalism has a lot of problems, but being a magnet for fraud in a way that no other profession is I don’t think is one of them.”  Chuck Lane, interviewed in Columbia Journalism Review
“When people can no longer believe what they read, their only choices will be to either turn to television for their daily news or to stop seeking news entirely.  Either path, I think, is a very dangerous one for this country.” Billy Ray (writer and director of Shattered Glass)

“No newspaper in the world is set up to monitor for cheats and fabricators”. Howell Raines, editor of The Washington Post


	Nonfiction Autobiographic Documentary

Shattered Glass by H.G. Bissinger & Billy Ray

Informational Text

Articles

“The Jayson Blair Project: How did he bamboozle the New York Times?” Slate Magazine. May 8, 2003.

slate.msn.com/id/2082741/

“Lies, damn lies and fiction.”  Forbes.com. May 11, 1998.

http://www.forbes.com/1998/05/11/otw3_print.html
“Times reporter who resigned leaves long trail of deception.”  The New York Times. May 11, 2003.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/11/national/11PAPE/html
“To Publicize Its Good News, Newark Makes Deal With a Newspaper” The New York Times.  October 25, 2005.

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/10/25/nyregion/25newark.html?ex=1287892800&en=198307dad64774af&ei=5090&partner=rssuserland&emc=rss
“Bird in Hand: When does a copy become plagiarism?”  William Drenttel
http://www.designobserver.com/archives/000258.html

July/August 2005  STEP Inside Design

BUSINESS/LEGAL

Generation Ex: Copies and Copying in Graphic Design

by Gunnar Swanson
http://www.stepinsidedesign.com/STEPMagazine/Article/28492

Original Stephen Glass article
Resources

Society of Professional Journalists Code of Ethics

http://www.spj.org/ethicscode.asp
Ethical Journalism: A Handbook of Values and Practices for the News and Editorial Departments.  The New York Times. September 2004

http://www.nytco.com/pdf/NYT_Ethical_Journalism_0904.pdf
Principles of Ethical Conduct for Newsrooms. Lansing State Journal.
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/contactus/ethics.html
“Code of Ethics.”  MIPA Handbook.  p. 10-11.

http://mipa.jrn.msu.edu/pdf/MIPAhandbook05.pdf
Essays

“Civil Disobedience” H.D. Thoreau

“Letter from A Birmingham Jail” Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.


	Media

60 Minutes interview with Stephen Glass (Bonus feature on Shattered Glass DVD)

Clips from the following films:

Wag The Dog 

Citizen Kane 

All the Presidents Men

The Paper

Good Night and Good Luck

Absence of Malice

The Daily Show with Samantha Bee’s interview with Newark “Good News” paper

The Oprah Show with James Frey

Texts

Law of the Student Press.  Student Press Law Center.

Inside Reporting. Tim Harrower.  Chapter 7: “Law and Ethics.”

The Constitution: First Amendment

Aesop’s Fables: Cheaters never prosper

The Crucible by Arthur Miller (play or movie)

Teacher Resources

NewsU.org (Poynter) Introduction to Ethical Decision Making class

Digital Tampering in the Media, Politics and Law
Your own school’s plagiarism policy

MIPA Plagiarism http://www.mipa.jrn.msu.edu

	Genre Study 

Characteristics of a fable

Author study

Characteristics of drama

Literary Elements

Conflict

Character

Point of View

Protagonist

Dramatic irony

Rising and falling action

Literary Devices

Flashback

Reliability of narrator

Frame Story


	Genre Study

 Characteristics of a news story

Literary Nonfiction

Essays

Expository Elements

Thesis vs. nutgraph

Intro vs. lead

Quotes 

Fact vs. opinion

Balanced viewpoints

Attributing sources

Recognizing bias

Using quotes in context

Organizational Patterns

Inverted Pyramid

Feature structure

Editorial structure
Historical/Cultural

Yellow journalism

Muckraking

Tabloid journalism

Media consolidation

McCarthyism

Critical Perspectives

Journalistic ethics

Integrity

Social responsibility


	Reading

Activate prior knowledge (see Writing)

Comprehension strategies:

· Make connections

· Make inferences

· Ask questions

· Monitor comprehension

Identify leads, nutgraphs, and organization structures in news articles

Analyze how sources contribute to an article (ex: count how many different sources are used, how many viewpoints are represented, and discuss whether this article is an ethical, balanced piece of journalism)

Listening

Interviewing techniques

· Note taking

· Using a digital voice recorder

· Asking people to repeat their statements

· Reading back for accuracy
Viewing

Interviewing techniques

· Observation of surrounding and behavior

Watch Shattered Glass for ethical lapses and manipulation

Pause Shattered Glass at key moments and ask students to quickwrite about how they would react


	Writing to Access Prior Knowledge

Ask students to write about a time when someone was dishonest with them. How did they feel about the situation?  Did they trust that person again?  What did they learn from that situation?

Have students write about what ethics or guidelines govern their lives.

Have students write their own mission statement based on models from newspapers, the school, etc.

Writing to Learn

On Blackboard or on the class blog, give students various ethical scenarios and ask them to describe in writing how they would handle it.

Journal Entries 

· What is the difference between ethics and law?
· Write about a time when you felt pressure to compromise your integrity?
· If you were Stephen Glass’s editor and you found out that he was making up stories, how would you handle it?  Would you handle it differently if you were his co-worker?
· What would you be willing to do to stand up for what you believe?  How far are you willing to go?

Writing to Demonstrate Learning:
Writing Options (Research and Authentic Writing)

News Story

· Write a news story about your assigned topic using the skills you’ve learned to find reliable sources, investigate the issue, and truthfully and ethically report the story.  

· Write a news story about the events in Salem, using quotes from the play accurately and in context.  

Review

· Review Shattered Glass or any of the other selected movies.

Editorial

· Write an editorial for fellow student journalists that would appear in STET in which you take a stand on the importance of journalistic ethics.

· Write an editorial for the student newspaper standing up for the ethical side of an issue in your school.

· Write an editorial agreeing or disagreeing with John Proctor’s decision to remain truthful in the face of death.

Alternative Copy

·  Create a tip list (infobox) for student journalists about ways to ethically cover a story.

Speaking

· Interview others for articles and projects

· Do a podcast about an ethical decision that you had to make

· Perform a mock interview with your partner to demonstrate good interviewing techniques

Expressing

· Design a layout for your articles, incorporating elements of effective design 

· Adapt someone else’s design without plagiarizing – maintain the fine line between inspiration and plagiarism
	Student Goal Setting and Self-Evaluation Strategies

Maintain portfolio of writing

Reflect on their progress as a writer

Daily Language Fluency 

Reading

HSTW/ACT recommendations of 8-10 books per year in ELA class; 25 books per year across the curriculum

Reading Portfolio of weekly article reviews, analyzing models of effective writing 

Reading Strategies

Read articles for a purpose, such as copy editing, modeling, gathering information, analyzing the structure, etc.

Vocabulary Development

Effective word choice

Jargon of the craft

Commonly misused words (ex: eager vs. anxious, their vs. there, big vs. large vs. important, less vs. fewer, a lot, etc.)

Writing

Writing Strategies

· Writing process

· Audience-appropriate language

· Revise and edit using a stylebook

· Evaluate own and others’ writing

· Note taking

· Solicit feedback from a student focus group and revise future writing accordingly

Grammar Skills

· AP Style

· Subject-verb proximity

· Active voice

· Quote attribution

· Short paragraphs, short sentences

Grammar Instruction to:

· Enrich writing: add detail, style, and voice

· Create organizational coherence and flow

· Make writing conventional 

ACT College Readiness Standards

English

Analyze text for:

· Topic development in terms of purpose and focus

· Organization, unity, and coherence

· Word choice in terms of style, tone, clarity, and economy

· Sentence structure and formation

· Conventions of usage

· Conventions of punctuation

Reading

Analyze text for:

· Main ideas and author’s approach

· Supporting details

· Sequential, comparative, and cause-effect Relationships

· Meanings of words

· Generalizations and conclusions

Writing

Write text that:

· Expresses judgments

· Focuses on the topic

· Develops a position

· Organizes ideas

· Uses language effectively 

-conventions (grammar, usage, mechanics) 

-vocabulary (precise, varied)

-sentence structure variety (vary pace, support meaning)
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