
COVER PHOTO

Journalism is Not a 
Competitive Sport
2

2010 Sparty Award 
Winners
3

Alternative
Fundraising Ideas
5

A Glimpse at the  
Fall Conference
10

Alissa McClimans, 
Fenton HS, took the 
MIPA Summer Work-
shop Advanced Photo 
class and received 
the Sparty Award for 
Photojournalism 
Excellence 

NOVEMBER  2010     |     VOL. 38, NO. 1     |     WWW.MIPAMSU.ORG

Michigan Interscholastic 
Press Association

StetStetStet

Congress shall make 

no law respecting 

an establishment of 

religion, or prohibit-

ing the free exercise 

thereof; or abridging 

the freedom of 

speech, or of the 

press; or the right of 

the people peaceably 

to assemble, and to 

petition the govern-

ment for a redress of 

grievances.

INSIDE



a competitive sport’

■  

C.E. SIKKENGA 
GRAND HAVEN HS

THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

‘Journalism is not 

MIPA OFFICERS 2010-2011 MIPA CALENDARABOUT STET

Please see PRESIDENT, page 8

Feb. 18, 2011 
MIPA contest postmark deadline 
for newspapers, yearbooks, video

Feb. 25, 2011 
One-Day Workshop

March 5, 2011 
Advisers judge MIPA’s annual 
scholastic journalism contests

April 26, 2011 
Spring Conference

July 31- Aug. 4, 2011
MIPA Summer Journalism 
Workshop

22

C.E. Sikkenga, President
Julia Satterthwaite, 1st Vice President 
Brian Wilson, 2nd Vice President
Kimberly Kozian, Secretary
Lynn Strause, Treasurer & Yearbook Chair
Sue Spalding, Trustee
Pam Bunka, Trustee
Dawn Landis, Trustee
Julie Price, Newspaper Chair
Diane Herder, Broadcast Chair
Gloria Olman, Legislative Chair
Jeff Nardone, Hall of Fame Chair
Rod Satterthwaite, Special Projects Chair
Corey Ernst, Middle School Chair
Betsy Pollard Rau, Summer Workshop Director
Jeremy Van Hof, Past President
Cheryl Pell, Executive Director
Laura Evangelista, STET Designer

Stet is the newsletter of the  Michigan 
Interscholastic Press Association, an 
agency of the School of  Journalism at 
MSU. Stet is published online by the 
MIPA executive director and MSU 
students.



Send letters to the editor and adver-
tising inquiries to mipa@msu.edu

Twitter: @MIPAMSU
Facebook: MIPA fan page
Web: www.mipamsu.org
The MIPA website is 
maintained by Cheryl Pell

305 Communication Arts
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI  48824

Phone: (517) 353-6761
Fax: (517) 355-7710

A couple days after the 
MIPA Spring Confer-
ence, I sat on my couch 

watching the Red Wings in the 
playoffs. Deciding I wasn’t being 
productive enough, I grabbed my 
laptop, logged on to my school 
e-mail account and starting typing 
a note to my colleagues, announc-
ing the awards our newspaper staff 
had won. 

As I logged on, I saw that other 
teachers had posted similar notes. 
Our Science Olympiad team had 
won a state championship and was 
headed for the National tourna-
ment for the twenty-somethingth 
consecutive year. 

Our choirs had performed at 
the state festival. Several of our 
MITES kids (industrial design) 
had won awards. Geez, I though. 
Not a bad weekend to be from 
Grand Haven. 

Still, after my initial euphoria 

wore off, I couldn’t help but be a 
little bit sad. I know how much 
work goes into this kind of success 
and how much of it depends on 
kids having choices and being able 
to pursue areas in which they excel 
and have a passion. 

I can’t speak for other activities 
within my school or about what 
goes on at other schools , but I 
know a lot of what I teach in the 
publications classroom isn’t mea-
sured on state tests. I suspect that’s 
similar elsewhere.  

Oh, like many of you, I’ve got 
mad skills when it comes to doing 
stuff the state loves, but frankly, 
that stuff’s never going to be more 
than tangentially connected to 
anything they use in actual life. 

Teaching them to create a publi-
cation with a real-world audience 
seems like a much more relevant 
chunk of education, even if you 
can’t measure it on a test.  

As I say this, I can’t help but 
think of one of my recently gradu-
ated journalists—a good overall 
student, but not an especially 
distinguished one. Decent GPA, 
slightly-above average ACT score—
on paper not much to separate her 
from about 10,000 or so other kids. 

However, put her in a journalism 
room and she takes off. She has 
extreme ability as an interviewer, 
storyteller and, as it turns out 
(much to my surprise and hers), 
designer. Combine that with an 
intense curiosity and a passion to 
tell stories that she believes the 
public needs to hear and you’ve got 
something special. 

If she hadn’t been lucky enough 
to go to a school that supports 
a strong journalism program, it 
is conceivable she never would 
have realized these gifts; gifts 
that have helped her land a 
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In January 2011, Michigan State University College of Law is introducing the 
Great Lakes First Amendment Law Clinic, a newly expanded clinic to serve 
high school journalists and their faculty advisers. 

The clinic will have three components. Law students will teach on-site 
First Amendment workshops to faculty advisers and student journalists at 
Michigan high schools covering censorship, libel, and privacy issues, as well as 
copyright and libel matters involving Facebook and Internet postings. 

Law students will also provide pro bono legal representation to high school 
journalists whose free speech rights have been challenged. Clinic students 
will also conduct a Freedom of Information Act survey of school district 
regulations that govern First Amendment rights of student journalists. 

The First Amendment Clinic is a collaborative effort of MSU Law College 
and MSU School of Journalism. For more information contact Co-Director 
Nancy Costello, Associate Clinic Professor of Law, at ncostello@law.msu.edu.
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You need credit anyway. Why not take something you can ap-
ply directly to what you do on a day-in and day-out basis? Or if 
you don't need credit, take one of these courses for only 

$450. Everything is online! You can go to school in your pjs!
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contact Cheryl Pell: pell@msu.edu or go to 
http://mipamsu.org/adviser-classes-workshops/
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Holly Baird Centerville HS 
Writing & Design Fundamentals Journallism Excellence
Jordan Belanger Eisenhower HS
 The Complete YB Overall Excellence
Emily Cybulla Bellaire HS 
YB Editors Outstanding Theme Development
Emily Darrow Dexter HS 
Uploading Content to the Web
Amanda Dedic Laingsburg HS 
Opinion Coverage Opinion Coverage
Jimmy Eckhardt Findlay HS 
Advanced Video Journalism
Abby Everard Dexter HS 
YB Editors Editor-in-Chief Extraordinaire
James Giardina Rochester HS 
Covering the Workshop All-Around Coolest Dude
DeMarco Havard Grosse Pointe South HS 
Photo for Publication Excellence in Photojournalism
Emily Hayward Rochester HS 
Feature Coverage Excellence in Feature Writing
Mason Hood Lakota East HS 
Taking your NP to the Edge Taking it to the Edge
Jessica Jones Fostoria HS 
Entertainment Coverage
Alex Kerlin Midland HS 
Most Excellent Sports Coverage
Marisa Kerr Bellaire HS 
Taking your YB to the Edge Outstanding Theme Development
Tyler Kieslich Lakota East HS 
The Bobby Hawthorne Experience
Kristin LeMarbe Mercy HS NP 
Advanced InDesign Newspaper Design Excellence
Katrina Lewandowski Bellaire HS 
Taking your YB to the Edge Outstanding Theme Development
Gina Mahaz Mercy HS InDesign 
Outstanding Feature Page Design
Kim Maples Findlay HS 
Illustrator & Information Graphics Best Overall Infographic
Alissa McClimans Fenton HS 
Advanced Photo Photojournalism Excellence
Taylor McGonnell Findlay HS 
Image Prep Best Overall Portfolio
Julia Nagy Stoney Creek HS 
The Bobby Hawthorne Experience
Kelsey Powell Laingsburg HS
 Taking your YB to the Edge Grand Supreme Theme Queen
Lindsey Rugenstein Midland HS 
Photo for Publication Excellence in Photojournalism
Faiz Siddiqui Lakota East HS 
Taking your NP to the Edge Taking it to the Edge
John Sisser Findlay HS 
You’re Designing the NP Best Overall Design
Aaron Snyder Davison HS 
Sports Photo Most Outstanding Portfolio
Elaina Weber Mercy HS 
InDesign Outstanding Overall Design
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GREAT LAKES FIRST AMENDMENT 
LAW CLINIC          JANUARY 2011

SPRING CLASSES


Power Advising 
JRN 892, Section 731 
Feb. 7–April 29 
Betsy Rau
Student Media Law 
JRN 892, Section 732 
Feb. 7–April 29
Adam Goldstein
News Writing and Editing
JRN 892, Section 733 
Feb. 7–April 29 
Bobby Hawthorne



See more winners: http://mipamsu.org/summerworkshop2010/
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First off, can you 
describe yourself 
a little bit—how 
long you have been 
advising, what your 
role is as a high 
school adviser, etc.?

Middle 
school journal-

ism and television production for 10 years; 
High school journalism and social studies 
for 4 years; Adviser of a newspaper all 14 
years.

Your paper was recently awarded the Gold 
Crown, one of the top national awards given to high 
school publications. What has helped you reach 
such a high level of success?

I’m probably one of the few advisers 
out there to have earned Crown awards 
in many different roles. This year’s was my 
eighth, from the college, high school and 
middle school levels, and as both a student 
editor and a faculty adviser.

In all of these situations, there has been 
one constant. The most essential role an 
adviser has is to recruit smart, thoughtful 
young students and keep them on staff 
multiple years. Building a team of the 
nicest kids in the school who have a strong 
work ethic and a sense of responsibility 
is the most important thing I can do to 
improve the publication.

How did you become interested in teaching 
journalism?

I was a news editor at The Michigan 
Daily at the University of Michigan in 
college. After planning a career in politics, 
I decided to pivot to something less stress-
ful: teaching teenagers!

What is your favorite part about being a       
newspaper adviser?

The best part of my day by far is small 
group interaction and one-on-one rela-

tionships. In traditional classes, a teacher 
doesn’t have much time to sit with a stu-
dent and talk about what they are working 
on. In journalism, it is essential. Spend-
ing 15 minutes with a team of students 
planning a project, listening to them work 
out problems and virtually seeing learn-
ing take place gives me a great feeling of 
accomplishment. For example, our editors 
are required to do face-to-face editing of 
stories with the writer. When a writer asks 
me to edit their story with them, it’s al-
ways in person, never a printout for me to 
mark up. This practice builds relationships 
and fosters deeper conversations than ever 
happen in my history classes when I’m 
grading essays at home on the weekend.

Do you teach classes other than journalism, and if 
so, how does the environment of a journalism class 
differ from that of a regular education class?

It’s difficult to build individual goals 
and expectations in a class of 32 freshmen 
world history students. But that is the core 
of a journalism class. While some journal-
ism traits seep into my other classes—the 
use of technology, group work, lots of 
writing—the entire tone is different when 
the product is a test or essay instead of 
a human interest story or a compelling 
layout. That being said, when I am able to 
bring journalism class habits into my other 
classes, it’s always for the better.

If you had to pick one, what would be your 
favorite activity that you do when teaching students 
how to write?

Students don’t read enough of the style 
that we are creating, my staff included. 
Many read novels for fun (and even for a 
class!) but how often do they read person-
ality profiles of high school students, for 
example?  I constantly need to encourage 
them to read exchange papers and award-
winning student work. Whether through 
exchange papers, Best of Newspaper 

Writing books, professional press, or other 
sources, students need to read and dissect 
high-quality writing.

What advice would you give to a new adviser?
Have the highest expectations for qual-

ity and don’t be afraid to kill stories and 
flunk students who won’t meet your stan-
dards. I spent a great deal of time building 
this year’s staff and yet I still had five stu-
dents drop the class by mutual agreement 
during the course of the year. They may 
be nice kids, but if they consistently won’t 

meet your expectations, they need to take 
another class.

Advisers can go too far in thinking of 
their program as a “student publication” 
and being afraid to tell students “no.” I 
tell students that they always get to decide 
what goes in the paper. I never interfere 
with that. But I decide the quality of what 
is permitted. They can write about any-
thing they want, but they will do it well.

If you could interview one person, dead or alive, 
who would it be and why?

Robert F. Kennedy. Though I was born 
some time after his death, his words still 
inspire me to “make gentle the life of 
this world.” I believe some of the darkest 
chapters of the past 40 years would have 
been much different if he had not been 
assassinated.

ADVISER 

WATCHQ&A

STET
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▪ Bethany Allen is interning at Sexton HS. 
She majored in English and 

minored in journalism at MSU.

Have the highest 

expectations for quality and 

don’t be afraid to kill stories 

and flunk students who won’t 

meet your standards.

Grosse Pointe 

North HS
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A student journalist 
has the duty to act as a 
watchdog of the school, 
according to Betsy Pol-
lard Rau in a speech at 
the MIPA Summer Con-
ference on August 1.

“They need to look 
for things to ques-
tion, things that just 
aren’t right,” Rau said 
of student journalists. 

“Then, they need to cover 
them in the paper and 
let people know what’s 
going on.”

Sometimes, these top-

ics may be controversial. 
While journalists might 
naturally shy away from 
these issues, Rau said it 
is vital for newspapers to 
cover them.

“At one of our staff 
meetings when I was 
an adviser, some of the 
freshmen spoke up about 
the football coach, who 
was swearing at the play-
ers,” Rau said. “One day, 
the students ran into my 
room and played a tape 
recording of the coach 
admitting that he swore 
at the kids because he felt 
like it motivated them. I 
was shocked. When the 
story came out, people 

couldn’t wait to read the 
paper.”

Although covering 
controversial topics may 
seem overwhelming, Rau 
said that the work can be 
enjoyable as well.

“One of the stories that 
really drew me in, right 
from the headline, was 
about a rooster that some 
neighbors didn’t appreci-
ate,” Rau said. “When 
I read the story, it was 
just hilarious and a lot 
of fun.”

Regardless of whether 

a journalist’s story covers 
a hard hitting topic like 
an inappropriate coach 
or a fun topic like an un-
popular rooster, Rau said 
that it is most important 
for these students to re-
member their watchdog 
status and always be alert.

“Everyone has a story 
to tell,” Rau said. “If 
you don’t talk to people, 
you’ll never learn what 
makes them unique. 
Journalists need to find 
that story and make it 
come alive.”

▪ Emily Hayward of 
Rochester High School 

won a Sparty for Excellence 
in Feature Writing

WORKSHOP WINNER

feature SPARTY WINNERS
 coverage

▪ Taylor McGonnell Findlay HS
Image Prep Best Overall Portfolio

▪ Aaron Snyder Davison HS 
Sports Photo Most Outstanding Portfolio

If you don’t talk to people, 
you’ll never learn what 
makes them unique.”“

November 2010 ■  
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The current economic difficul-
ties have made it harder for high 
school publications to afford to 

print their newspapers and yearbooks. 
“Many of our consistent sponsors from 

past years have either purchased smaller ads, 
or none at all,” said Sandra Strall, adviser of 
The Carlson HS Ebb Tide yearbook.

In the past many publications have sup-
ported their costs primarily by selling ads 
to local businesses and are now looking for 
other fundraising alternatives. 

Pam Bunka, adviser of the Fenton-
ian and InPrint at Fenton HS, says her 
publications take part in several fundraisers, 
including cookie dough sales, Barnes and 
Noble book fairs, and bake sales. 

In the future, she is hoping to sell the    
     images fea-

tured in the publications online, which 
would give students and parents a way to 
purchase the photographs.

Many advisers mentioned the impor-
tance of forming relationships with local 
business owners. Strall’s students sell flow-
ers at Christmas and Easter. 

“However, this is possible because I have 

access to a large local greenhouse and am 
able to buy direct from the grower, get a 
good price, and deliver over night,” she said. 

In addition, C.E. Sikkenga, adviser 
of The Bucs’ Blade at Grand Haven 
HS, recommends finding local 
businesses that will sponsor school 
group nights, where the group 

promotes the establishment for the 
night and then receives a percentage 

of the sales. 

“The best fundraiser 
I ever heard was at a 
local race track,” Sikkenga said. “They had 
poker tournaments and let school groups 
volunteer to work. For obvious reasons, it 
was advisers and parents.” 

Sikkenga said there is potential for a 
publication to make well over $2,000 in a 
weekend.

Alexis Bunka, who was an intern last year 
with the newspaper and yearbook at Utica 
HS, said that making selling ads a game 
helped raise incentive for the students. 

“We had a telemarketing/game day, 
where the kids used their cell phones, as 
long it was okay with their parents, or the 
school phones to try to sell as many ads as 
possible in one day,” Bunka said.

Other options for fundraising could 
include hosting a pancake dinner at the 
school, putting on a car wash, or setting up 
a table at the school’s football or basketball 
games to sell ads to local businesses. 

Also, at the beginning of the year, let 
students brainstorm ideas of how to raise 
money. They will be sure to have creative 
suggestions, and it will encourage them to 
take ownership of the process.

▪ Bethany Allen

ALTERNATIVE
FUNDRAISING
IDEAS

making selling ads 
a game has helped 
raise incentive”“

Fentonian editor in chief 

senior Connor Stack carries 

two cups of coffee to his 

guests at the "Serve the 

World" fundraiser in Novem-

ber. A local restaurant caters 

the meal, students work in 

pairs to develop a theme for 

their tables, serve the dinner, 

bake a dessert and host a 

talent show. Stack and se-

nior Shiva Kilaru used robots 

as a theme. ▪ Meredith 

Brown | photographer



Junior Samantha Chlut and senior Kellee Moran 

decorate the cafeteria to help promote their 

theme, “Pink.” ▪ Meredith Brown | photographer



 potential 
to be made 
at a week-
end poker 
tournament 
fundraiser.

$2000

FUNDS
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 Amendment I

Congress shall make no 

law respecting an estab-

lishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exer-

cise thereof; or abridging 

the freedom of speech, or 

of the press; or the right 

of the people peaceably 

to assemble, and to peti-

tion the government for a 

redress of grievances.

ast July, newspapers across 
America promoted “1 For 
All,” an educational campaign 

promoting awareness and understanding 
of the First Amendment. As a journalist 
and a journalism teacher, I think this is 
a fantastic idea. I only hope it wasn’t too 
late.

To me, it seems the state of civic aware-
ness in America is somewhere between 
a crossroads and a crisis. From left-wing 
bloggers to the Tea Party movement, the 
whole political spectrum claims it’s wor-

ried about the impact powered elites — 
from big business to government — has 
on our eroding rights.

Sadly, few Americans seem to know 
much about these rights and may under-
stand even less. Statistics bear this out.

A 2008 survey by the First Amend-
ment Center found that only 56 
percent of Americans could name 
free speech as one of the rights pro-
tected by the First Amendment. 
Less than 20 percent named re-
ligion, press or assembly. Only 
3 percent could name “petition 
the government for a redress of 
grievances.”

In a country where citizens 
can name more “American 
Idol” winners than Supreme Court jus-
tices, I suppose these numbers shouldn’t 
come as a surprise, but that doesn’t make 
them any less troubling.

Today’s rapidly changing media envi-
ronment presents new threats to the First 
Amendment as well as new opportunities. 
The mass consolidation of ownership 
in the media industry has led to fewer 
traditional media outlets; and, as such, 
fewer voices to keep the traditional power 
structure in check. At the same time, the 
explosion of nontraditional media outlets 
from bloggers to webzines provides a plat-
form for an almost unlimited amount of 
voices to be heard. This is espe-
cially true for student media.

As an adviser of student 
journalists and the presi-
dent of the Michigan Inter-

scholastic Press Association, the rights of 
student journalists are particularly near 
to my heart.

All of these new voices deserve protec-
tion. They also need to be aware of the 
responsibility that comes with the power 
to publish. Without a decent working 

knowledge of the First Amendment, 
it’s hard to see how either of these 
things will happen — at least not 
to the extent that they should. 

At a time of year where we 
celebrate our nation’s inde-
pendence and the freedoms 
it created, here’s hoping 

that this new initiative gains 
momentum — and that Americans 

of all political persuasions become 
as passionate about defending the First 
Amendment as gun enthusiasts are about 
protecting the Second.

Poll after poll shows that a wide range 
of Americans fear something is broken 
in America. Understanding the First 
Amendment provides us with as good a 
tool as any to help 
fix it.

LLL

Is it too late to teach 
Americans the First 
Amendment?

▪ C. E. Sikkenga, 
MIPA president

for all

Artwork by Laura Evangelista



spot at the college of her choice, presented 
her with a wide range of college and career 
opportunities and put her in a position to 
do incredible things. I have to believe that 
her journalism class has done a heckuva lot 
more for her than say, getting a 32 on the 
ACT or mastering physics. 

She’s walking out of high school ready to 
enter a top-flight college program and with 
a direction for her future. She’s far from my 
first newspaper kid about whom I could say 
that and she probably won’t be the last. I’m 
sure many of you have similar experiences.

And yet, the powers that be, through 
decisions about curriculum, funding and 
other things seem hell-bent on doing all 
they can to take away schools’ flexibility to 
offer the programs that do this for kids. 

As a result, many schools are cutting jour-
nalism programs and more may face tough 
decisions in the near future. To me, that is 
somewhere between shameful and criminal.  

There’s plenty of research out there to 
suggest that journalism programs help 
with all those traditional measures of 
educational success. I could quote chapter 
and verse from the Dvorak study from a 
few years back.  But really, I don’t think 
those measurable things represent the real 
value of strong journalism programs in a 
curriculum. 

Last spring, a number of my editors came 
into school on their day off so they could 
be interviewed by a local reporter who was 
doing a story about the awards they’d won 
and our program in general. 

At one point, the reporter asked them 
something along the lines of what they 
learned in journalism classes. I found it 
fascinating that I didn’t hear a single kid 
talk about how the writing and editing 
they’ve done has helped them do better on 
standardized tests or college admissions 
essays, even though it has. They really didn’t 
even mention writing in any context. 

Over and over what I heard was how 
what they did was “real world” and led 
them to think critically and work with 
others. They talked about how the experi-
ence forced them to learn and grow—even 
when they made mistakes. In some cases, 
especially the mistakes.

This jives with what I’ve witnessed. I’ve 

taught a lot things to a lot of kids. I’ve 
done remedial class, taught AP classes to 
hundreds of kids and I’ve taught just about 
everything in-between. I like to think I’ve 
done a pretty good job, most of the time. 
Still, I’m pretty sure nothing I’ve done has 
been as impactful as the stuff that’s hap-
pened in my 10 years of running a publica-
tions class and watching the on-job-train-
ing that occurs, the leadership and critical 
thinking that develops and the intrinsic 
motivation that pushes kids to expand their 
standards of excellence.

Maybe the single most impressive mo-
ment I’ve witnessed in my education career 
came in a publication room. It was late on a 
production night—11 p.m. or so, in my sec-
ond year as adviser. The kids were putting 
the wraps on an issue. I was getting ready 
to leave, tired and, most likely, more than a 
wee bit crabby. 

I noticed that the room had grown un-
usually quiet. Looking up from whatever I 

was doing, I saw my editors huddled in the 
back room, nervously sneaking glances at 
me through the windows. Soon, they came 
out and hesitantly approached me.

“What’s up?” I asked.
“You’re going to be mad,” my editor-in-

chief stated.
“Why?”
“We were just going over final edits. The 

paper’s done. It’s fine.  It’s just that we 
don’t think it is as good as it could be. We 
want to take a couple more hours and redo 
a couple of pages. If we all call and get 
permission from our parents, will you let us 
stay?”

Of course, I did. How could I not? This 
wasn’t about grades. Every one of those kids 
knew they’d done enough to earn an “A” 
several times over. It was about understand-
ing what they were capable of and not let-
ting themselves produce anything but their 
best work. I think that’s what Dr. Glasser 
was talking about when he wrote about 

“quality,” and I think that’s what education 

is supposed to be all about.
If this sort of thing isn’t what is measured 

or valued on the MMEs, that probably says 
more about the value of standardized test-
ing than it does about the value of the sort 
of education that goes on in our publication 
classrooms. And to be honest, although I 
talk about publication rooms because that’s 
my thing, I’m pretty sure that the same 
thing is true of music classrooms, tech-ed 
classrooms, business classrooms and any 
number of other programs in schools 
statewide. It scares the hell out of me to 
think that these programs are increasingly 
in jeopardy because of the state of school 
policy and school funding in the current 
climate. When I’m not losing sleep with 
late night publications sessions, I lose it 
worrying how students will be hurt if those 
programs are forced to cut back or die.

  I’m extremely proud and excited to be 
the MIPA president, even in these uncer-
tain times for scholastic journalism. In 

the two years I serve , a major focus of my 
job will be working to try to promote and 
preserve journalism programs in Michigan 
(hopefully in that order). 

As I sit here on my couch, watching 
another hockey game and catching up on 
some emails, it occurs to me that the issues 
that face journalism are the same as the 
issues that face all education and that our 
struggles as publications teachers have a lot 
in common with those faced by our col-
leagues in other programs that are outside 
of the required curriculum. 

Sometimes, it’s easy to think of those 
folks as rivals, since we are often competing 
for the same kids—but really, in many ways, 
we share a common cause in protecting es-
sential areas of education that are under fire. 

From here on, I think I’m going to make 
it my mission to do what I can to protect 
this type of education—it’s too valuable 
and too near to my heart. I invite you to 
join me. If you have any thoughts, I’d be 
happy to hear them.  ▪
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the wise minds who make educational policy in our state and nation 

seem intent on putting more kids on a one-size-fits-all program. 



To register for this event, please fax this form 

to (517) 355-7710 by Nov. 22 or go to

http://mipamsu.org/come-visit-the-j-school-on-dec-3/ 

and register online. We’ll e-mail you information  

about parking and more about a week ahead of time. Event will be  

held at the Communication Arts & Sciences Building on campus.

Name of student     E-mail

School      Grade

Name of parent     E-mail

SCHOOL OF
JOURNALISM

YOU AND YOUR PARENTS ARE INVITED TO

Meet the Director and Some Awesome Faculty

See Student Projects and Research

Find Out Why Journalism Rocks

Take a Tour of the Facilities

Enjoy Lunch with Faculty and Students   

FRIDAY, DEC. 3
9:45 A.M. TO 1 P.M.

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY TO

Questions? Please e-mail Joe Grimm at joe.grimm@
gmail.com or Cheryl Pell at pell@msu.edu. We look 
forward to meeting you. 

JOIN US ON DEC. 3.

BIG TEN JOURNALISM
AN EVENT TO INTRODUCE YOU TO THE 



MIPA/School of Journalism 
305 Communication Arts Building
Michigan State University
East Lansing, MI  48824-1212
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A speaker doing 
his thing. It's 
Tyler Rau.

Photos by Abbey Moore





We like these people:  Dr. Lucinda 
Davenport, J-School director;  
Aaron Manfull and Lori Oglesbee,  
special guest speakers.

Homework or FB or Twitter?

END SHOTS

J-School handed out 
popcorn. Thanks!



 Between session 
checking, chatting.

Awesome new 
teachers and advisers. 

Some students looking up at some 
teachers looking down.



Fall Conference, Oct. 21, 2010
STET


